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HOME IS  where we start each day.
Dear Friends:

Home is much more than a simple structure. Home is where we begin each day. 
Where children grow and memories are made. Home represents opportunity and refuge.  

Here at the San Diego Housing Federation, our mission is to promote the creation of 
quality affordable homes for low-income families and people in need. Since we began 
in 1990, we have been a consistent and steady voice for increasing the region’s supply of 
affordable homes.

Affordable homes for low and moderate-income households are essential to the strength 
and vibrancy of our many neighborhoods, and the health and economic vitality of the 
entire San Diego region. But creating more affordable homes is not an easy task with a 
simple solution. Nonetheless, faced with an ever-growing need for these homes, we have 
collectively decided to roll up our sleeves, put in the hard work, and get the job done. If 
you are reading this annual report, you have been a critical part of this effort.

This year we saw a monumental step forward for housing policy in California at the state 
level. We’ve also seen greater community engagement, and celebrated the hard work our 
members have done for low-income families.

I invite you to review our successes and accomplishments in 2017, none of which could 
have been possible without your support. We look forward to another successful year 
with bigger and better accomplishments. 

On behalf of the San Diego Housing Federation, thank you for your ongoing support  
and continued partnership.
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Steve Russell
Executive Director
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IN MEMORIAM

Timothy L. 
O’Connell, Esq.
Director of Policy  
and Advocacy  
Century Housing

Timothy O’Connell, a lifelong 
advocate for Californians and 
affordable housing, passed away on 
July 4, 2017. Known by friends and 
colleagues as a great storyteller, Tim 
was a tireless advocate who sought 
social justice for the less fortunate. 

Tim served on the San Diego Housing 
Federation Board of Directors. 
He was Senior Director for Policy 
and Advocacy at Century Housing 
and had also served on the boards 
of Housing California, Century 
Villages of Cabrillo, Los Angeles 
Business Council, and the California 
Association of Local Housing  
Finance Agencies. 

Tim had a brilliant mind for policy 
and his expertise was an enormous 
asset to the people and organizations 
fortunate enough to work with him. 
His dedication and commitment to 
the issues he cared about have made 
California a better place and countless 
families are better off because of the 
work he did. He is greatly missed. 
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HOME IS 
            growth 
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$15,000
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In 2017, we celebrated the victory of passing long-awaited housing 
legislation. With the passage of SB 2, the Building Homes and 
Jobs Act, we now have a dedicated, stable, and permanent source 
of funding for affordable housing. A top priority for SDHF for 
many years, the passage of the Building Homes and Jobs Act will 
generate hundreds of millions of dollars annually for affordable 
housing, raising approximately $1.2 billion in just the first five 
years. When leveraged with $4.6 billion from federal, local and 
private institutions, this source will provide more than 20,000 new 
and rehabilitated affordable homes, over 57,000 news jobs, and 
almost $10 billion in overall economic activity in the state.

In addition to SB 2, many other important bills were passed this 
year.  

SB 3, the Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act. This bill 
seeks to provide $4 billion through a statewide housing bond to 
fund existing critical and successful affordable housing programs 
and a veteran homeownership program in California. The 
measure will be placed on the November 2018 ballot and requires 
a simple majority to pass.

AB 1505, the Palmer Fix. This bill returns decisions on 
inclusionary housing policies for rental housing to local 
stakeholders to determine what mix of policies make sense for 
their community by restoring the long-standing authority of local 
governments to choose to require the inclusion of affordable rental 
units as a component of local inclusionary housing policies.

SB 598, Utility Shut-off 
Protections. A top priority 
for our partners with the 
Residents United Network 
(RUN), this bill will 
reduce utility shut offs for 
vulnerable consumers such 
as persons who require 
electric health/life sustaining 
medical device(s), disabled 
persons, and very low 
income families. 

SDHF’s policy advocacy 
had impacts at the local level as well. 

Continuing our years of work with the City of San Diego Density Bonus 
Working Group, the city once again passed first-of-its-kind policy 
changes to the Affordable Homes Bonus Program to further incentivize 
affordable homes as a part of new construction. Among other incentives, 
the program offers up to a maximum of 50 percent density increase in 
exchange for 15 percent rent-restricted units built. 

In September 2017, realizing the severity of the housing crisis, San Diego 
County Supervisors approved the creation of a $25 million housing trust 
fund.  The trust will be overseen by the County’s Health and Human 
Services department and will focus funds on building and renovating 
housing for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, 
veterans, people with disabilities, seniors, transitional age youth, and 
families. In addition to the creation of the affordable housing trust 
fund, the plan also identifies 11 county-owned sites for residential 
development and would allocate $500,000 toward identifying ways to 
reduce the cost to build housing.

HOME IS 
             change
POLICY

Maria Elena Sulin Hernandez, (left) member 
of the RUN group and resident at Solara in 
Poway worked diligently with SDHF’s Steve 
Russell and Laura Nunn to advocate for the 
affordable housing package.
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RSSN
Resident Services
Support Network

HOME IS 
              leadership

San Diego Housing Federation focuses 
on building the next generation of 
affordable housing leaders, and 
educating and engaging affordable 
housing residents to help build the 
power of our community. RSSN 
Training Series is designed to provide 
specialized and foundational training 
for professionals in the field of Resident 
Services within Affordable Housing. 
Each month, RSSN offers a workshop 
covering a specific topic, such as LGBTQ 
Awareness, child abuse reporting, 
trauma-informed services, and more.

Founded in 2014, the Resident United 
Network, or RUN, is a powerful force 
for political change. This year, SDHF and 
RUN have continued to support policy 
and initiatives that bring more affordable 
homes into the San Diego area. The 
Residents United Network acts as an 
important resource that brings together 
residents of low to moderate income 
communities and create a powerful, 
united voice for change in San Diego.

The LISC and SDHF sponsored 
roundtable workshop series brings 
together leaders in our sector in order to 
inform, train on and discuss important 
matters in the housing community. The 
workshops are designed to enhance 
professional’s impact in affordable 
housing or a related field and the topics 
are relevant to our ever changing times. 
Some of this year’s topics included: 
LISC’s No Place like Home Workshop, 
Looking over the Federal Landscape, 
Legislative updates from Sacramento 
and Civic San Diego: Local Resources.

Roundtable Workshops
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HOME IS 
            a place to gather and
                      show gratitude

On the beautiful first night of June, San Diego Housing 
Federation held the 26th annual Ruby Awards. The awards 
were held at the Prado Grand Ballroom and brought together 
the who’s who of affordable housing for a night of awards 
and celebration. With over 350 attendees, including builders, 
developers, service providers, policy makers and resident 
leaders, the night was one to remember!

San Diego Housing Federation and the entire housing community came together to recognize 
the achievements of 2016 in many fields such as sustainability, resident leadership, advocacy 
and construction. This year, the winners of our Ruby Awards provided 534 homes for low-
income families in San Diego County, showing why they are leading the charge for more 
affordable housing in our area.

We know housing is about more than the physical space, that’s why we also honored the best 
programs and community advocates in 2016 that make low income housing in San Diego 
possible. Awards in categories such as resident leadership and environmental sustainability 
highlight the benefits of affordable communities.

This year we honored Catherine A. Rodman as our Affordable Housing Champion. 
Catherine’s career, which she describes as “impact advocacy,” spans nearly 30 years in San 
Diego and includes being one of the founders of the San Diego Housing Federation. Her 
work reflects a relentless and unwavering commitment to affordable housing and tenants’ 
rights. At times pushing the envelope, Catherine’s vision for more inclusive communities and 
quality homes for all makes her a deserving recipient of this year’s Housing Champion.

Top photo: The evening kicks off with a reception in the courtyard of the Prado Grand Ballroom in 
Balboa Park.  Middle left: Racquel Vasquez, Mayor of Lemon Grove. Middle right: SDHF’s 2017 
Affordable Housing Champion Catherine A. Rodman and SDHF Board President Matt Jumper of  
San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation. Bottom: Emcee Marti Emerald.
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Every year, the Affordable Housing and Community Development Conference and Pre-
Conference Institutes bring developers, financers, elected officials, service providers, 
residents and other housing professionals together to learn more about affordable 
housing, housing policy and emerging trends in the field. This year’s Conference was 
our most successful yet! With more than 520 attendees during the two days and more 
than 22 workshops, there was no shortage of education and enrichment.

The 2017 Conference theme was “Standing Firm on Shifting Sands: New Ideas for 
Challenging Times,” which focused on finding new ways to create safe, affordable and 
inclusive communities in today’s turbulent political and economic environment.

Day one consisted of the Pre-Conference Institutes, offering two tracks: the RSSN Institute 
and Fundamentals of Affordable Housing Institute. The Fundamentals of Affordable Housing 
Institute consisted of two parts: a morning introductory track providing attendees with an 
overview of affordable housing development, finance and operations; and an afternoon 
intermediate track focused on the basics of developing and financing affordable rental  
housing. The Fundamentals workshops served as a primer for those who attended the next 
day’s Conference. 

The RSSN Institute, designed and implemented by the Resident Services Support Network 
(RSSN) in conjunction with the San Diego Housing Federation, brought together a wide array 
of Resident Service professionals and providers. This day-long intensive learning event offered 
essential training, support, and networking opportunities around key and relevant topics 
related to providing programming in affordable housing communities. This year, we were 
honored to have Mayor of Lemon Grove, Racquel Vasquez, serve as the Keynote Speaker for 
the institute. She gave an inspiring presentation on her journey to success and what it takes 
to be an effective community leader. The Pre-Conference Institute is the culmination of a 2017 
RSSN Training Series of monthly workshops providing certification for those who attend five 
of the eight workshops and the Institute. This year, we are proud to say, we graduated our 80th 
person in the program. 

The second day focused on various aspects of the affordable housing sector in the San Diego 
region and beyond. Workshops covered a wide range of topics from housing market trends 
to prefabricated housing to community engagement and support. The day was built around 
our two Keynote speakers: Shamus Roller, President of the National Housing Law Project; and 
Mayor of the City of Sacramento, Darrell Steinberg. Both speakers inspired us to rise up and 
take positive action in our communities. 

Throughout the day, attendees had the opportunity to select from several workshop offerings 
and browse through the exhibit hall with 35 exhibitors, as well as network between workshops. 

2017

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
& COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

CONFERENCE
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HOME IS 
             stability

FINANCIAL DATA

The following are draft revenue and expense summary reports for calendar year 2017; final financial reports  
will be available in July after San Diego Housing Federation completes its annual outside audit. 

REVENUE EXPENSES

37%
CONFERENCE

$260,900

20% 
PROGRAMS, EVENTS 

& AWARDS
$140,700

22% 
GRANTS &  

CONTRIBUTIONS
$152,000

22% 
MEMBERSHIP

$153,000
20% 

CONFERENCE
$131,300

41% 
PERSONNEL

$270,500

12% 
RESEARCH &  

COMMUNICATIONS
$80,700

12% 
ADMINISTRATION

$79,000

10% 
PROGRAMS, EVENTS 

& AWARDS
$63,000

5% 
OFFICE RENT & UTILITIES

$32,700
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HOME IS 
              belonging

Our supporters share a 
singular passion for making 
the San Diego region a more 
affordable and equitable  
place to live.

Members of the San Diego 
Housing Federation represent 
a diverse community of 
organizations that build, 
finance and support the 
creation and preservation of 
affordable homes.
As a member and sponsor 
of SDHF you gain access to 
strategic visibility, meaningful 
networking, and innovative 
programs. Your support 
also demonstrates your 
organization’s commitment to 
affordable housing and support 
for the league of professionals 
that drive this field forward.

Join

Volunteer with SDHF and 
give back to your community. 
We rely on volunteers for 
the events we produce 
throughout the year. Our 
volunteers are critical to 
helping events run smoothly 
and create the best experience 
possible for everyone. 
Without our hardworking 
volunteers, our impact would 
not be the same. Our thanks 
to all our volunteers! If you 
would like to volunteer with 
SDHF, please contact Sarah 
Buchanan Mirabelli for more 
information.

Volunteer

Advocate
A critical role the Federation 
plays is to monitor local, state 
and national legislation and 
regulatory proposals that 
impact affordable housing 
and community development, 
and to advocate for policies 
that advance our mission for 
the creation and preservation 
of affordable homes. 

Advocacy efforts are targeted 
toward four major areas:
• Communicating the need   
 for more affordable homes.
• Ensuring land availability
 and regulations that   
 support the development of  
 affordable homes.
• Demonstrating cost   
 effectiveness of building   
 and operating affordable   
 homes. 
• Ensuring funding for   
 affordable housing.

Donate
Every dollar helps to support 
SDHF’s education, advocacy 
and outreach work so that 
our region has the resources, 
talent and power it needs 
to create and preserve more 
affordable homes for San 
Diegans who are struggling 
to make it – working families, 
returning veterans, senior 
citizens and neighbors living 
with mental or physical 
disability. We are deeply 
appreciative of your support.
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Matthew Jumper, President
San Diego Interfaith Housing  
Foundation

Nicholas Hamilton, Vice President
Red Capital Group

Paul Shipstead, CFO
Wells Fargo Community Lending  
& Investment

Kwofi Reed
Local Initiative Support 
Corporation, LISC San Diego

John Seymour
National Community Renaissance

Lori Holt Pfeiler
Habitat for Humanity 

Bree Wong
SWS Engineering, Inc.

Sylvia Martinez
Community HousingWorks

Rebecca Louie
Wakeland Housing Corporation

Ginger Hitzke
Hitzke Development Company

Nicki Comenta
Affirmed Housing Group

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

Stephen Russell
Executive Director

Laura Nunn
Director of Policy and Programs

Sarah Buchanan Mirabelli
Director of Events  
and Membership 

Sneha Craig
Office Administrator

Blake Nachtsheim
Research Assistant

Sarah Dawe
Policy Consultant

Miriam Melendez
LISC AmeriCorps Education  
Programs Assistant 

Amanda Kilian
Intern

Jose Gutierrez
Intern

Ying Sham
Intern

3939 Iowa Street, Suite 1
San Diego, CA 92104
(619) 239-6693
housingsandiego.org

SDHF HOME


