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RESOLUTION NUMBER R- _______________ 
 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE _______________ 
 

A RESOLUTION AND ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO  CALLING AND PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION TO 
AUTHORIZE A $900 MILLION BOND PROPOSITION TO PROVIDE LOCAL, 
MATCHING FUNDS FOR UP TO 10,000 ADDITIONAL, AFFORDABLE OR 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING UNITS FOR THE HOMELESS, VETERANS, 
SENIORS, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND LOWER INCOME 
FAMILIES, TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY; FIXING THE MAXIMUM RATE OF INTEREST TO BE PAID 
THEREON; AND CONSOLIDATING THE ELECTION WITH THE 
NOVEMBER 6, 2018 GENERAL ELECTION. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of San Diego is the 2nd most populous city in the State of California, with 

over 1.4 million residents; and 

WHEREAS, the most recent Point-In Time Count has identified 4,912 men, women and children 

who are homeless, living on the streets of the City; and 

WHEREAS, more City residents are at risk of homelessness due to the loss of rental units, 

through conversion and by economic eviction; and  

WHEREAS, as evidenced by the recent Hepatitis A epidemic, the health, safety and welfare of 

homeless men, women and children, and the general public, are at great risk due to their lack of 

housing; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego has taken steps to abate the recent epidemic, including funding 

temporary emergency shelters through its Bridge Shelter Program, but permanent housing is 

needed to meet residents= long-term needs; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego has a Housing First - San Diego Action Plan, which  depends 

on the provision of housing as an essential prerequisite to the provision of supportive services, to 

ensure success in transiting from the streets, back into permanent housing; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego's 2013-2020 Housing Element identifies the City=s housing 
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needs and quantifies objectives. The City=s policies and programs include providing support to 

assist private developers to build affordable or supportive housing for special needs populations 

which include the homeless, veterans, seniors, persons with disabilities and lower income families; 

and 

WHEREAS, during the current Housing Element cycle, the City has met only 5.5 percent of the 

needs of the very low income and only 10.8 percent of the needs of the low income; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego cannot assist private developers of affordable housing to meet 

the critical needs of the homeless, including veterans, or seniors, persons with disabilities, and 

lower income families, without a local source of housing funds; and 

WHEREAS, the City of San Diego City is authorized to issue general obligation bonds for 

municipal purposes, including the provision of affordable housing, pursuant to certain provisions 

of the California Government Code, including, Article 1, commencing with Section 43600, of 

Chapter 4 of Division 4 of Title 4 and including Article 4.5, commencing with Section 53506, of 

Chapter 3 of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 (collectively, the Bond Law); and 

WHEREAS, private, affordable housing developers are typically able to leverage every local 

dollar of affordable housing funds, with three dollars from other sources; and  

WHEREAS, with these Bonds, well-leveraged, the City shall assist private developers of 

affordable or supportive housing, to provide up to 10,000 additional housing units, 1/3 for the 

homeless, 1/3 for veterans, seniors and persons with disabilities, and 1/3 for lower income 

families, as defined by California Health & Safety Code Section 50079.5; and  

WHEREAS, the development and operation of this affordable housing will provide jobs for the 

region, and enable residents to live affordably, thus strengthening our local economy; and 

WHEREAS, the San Diego Housing Federation submitted a proposal to issue these bonds on 
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January 26, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council, having received input and support from the community, now 

desires to call an election for the purpose of submitting, to the qualified electors of the City, a 

proposition for incurring bonded indebtedness of the City to provide up to 10,000 additional 

housing units, within the City, for the homeless, veterans, seniors, persons with disabilities and 

lower income families, as defined by California Health & Safety Code Section 50079.5; and 

WHEREAS, Article XXXIV of the Constitution of the State of California (AArticle 

XXXIV@) provides that no low rent housing project (defined as any project funded in whole or in 

part or assisted by the federal government or a state public body, including this City) shall be 

developed, constructed, or acquired in any manner by any state public body (including this City), 

until a majority of the qualified electors of the city, town or county, as the case may be, in which it 

is proposed to develop, construct, or acquire the project, voting upon such issue, approve such 

project by voting in favor thereof at an election to be held for that purpose, or at any general or 

special election; and 

WHEREAS, with respect to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources 

Code section 21000 et seq., the City finds and determines that the Measure is not subject to CEQA 

for the following reasons: The Measure is not a "project" subject to CEQA because it is a funding 

mechanism involving no commitment to any specific projects at any specific locations, as set forth 

in CEQA Guidelines Section 15378. 

WHEREAS, the City Council hereby determines that there is an urgent and unmet need for 

affordable housing in the City for the homeless, veterans, seniors, persons with disabilities and 

lower income families; and 

WHEREAS, upon the bond measure’s passage, the City Council shall maintain the funding it has 
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committed to other affordable housing developments and programs so that the bond proceeds can 

be leveraged to provide up to 10,000 additional, affordable or supportive housing units: 1/3 for 

homeless people; 1/3 for veterans, seniors and persons with disabilities; and 1/3 for lower income 

families; and 

WHEREAS, administrative expenses related to the issuance of the bonds and the bond program 

may be paid from bond proceeds, to the extent permitted by law, but shall be limited so that, to the 

maximum feasible extent, bond funds will be used to develop housing; and 

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the City Council it is in the public interest, serves a public 

purpose and is necessary that the funds of the City shall be expended for the purposes described 

herein, and the City Council is authorized to expend funds of the City for said purpose; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council now wishes to submit a measure to the qualified electors of the 

City at the November 6, 2018 election for the purpose of authorizing general obligation bonds 

to be spent to provide local matching funds to assist private developers to construct up to 10,000 

additional, affordable or supportive housing units: 1/3 for homeless people; 1/3  for veterans, 

seniors and persons with disabilities; and 1/3 for lower income families. 

WHEREAS, in order to initiate proceedings under the Bond Law to provide for the acquisition 

and construction of Affordable Housing the City Council must make certain findings and 

determinations; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Bond Law, a two thirds vote by the City Council is required for 

passage of this resolution.  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, by the City Council of the City of San Diego as 

Follows: 

Section 1. The City finds and determines that the foregoing recitals are true and 
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correct. 

Section 2. The City calls a bond election (the AElection@), throughout the City, at the next general 

election, to be held on November 6, 2018, for the purpose of submitting to the 

qualified electors of the City, the City of San Diego Affordable Housing Bond Measure  (the 

AMeasure@), set forth in Exhibit A, hereto, for their approval, such approval to constitute the 

approval required by Article XXXIV and authorization to issue the general obligation bonds 

contemplated therein. The Registrar of Voters is requested to cause the exact wording of the 

following abbreviation of the Measure to appear on the ballot: 

BALLOT MEASURE: CITY OF SAN DIEGO AFFORDABLE HOUSING BOND. To provide 

up to 10,000 units of affordable housing for vulnerable populations, including veterans, seniors, 

persons with disabilities and lower income families and supportive housing for the homeless, shall 

the City of San Diego issue up to $900 million in general obligation bonds to acquire or improve 

real property, subject to independent citizen oversight and regular audits? 

The Registrar of Voters is further requested to print the full text of the measure set forth in 

Exhibit A in the voter information pamphlet to be distributed to voters. The City Council hereby 

submits the measure to the qualified electors of the City at the Election in the form set forth above. 

The Election shall be held and conducted, the votes received and canvassed, and the results 

ascertained and determined all in the same manner as the statewide election to be held on that date 

and in conformity with the election laws of the State of California. Only qualified electors of the 

City may vote on the Measure. 

Section 3. If at the Election, two-thirds of the electors of the City who vote, vote in favor 

of the Measure, then the City may issue bonds, in one or more series, in an aggregate principal 

amount not to exceed $900 million.  
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a. The bonds shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed 12% per annum.  

b. In no event shall the total indebtedness incurred exceed an amount equal to 1.25% 

of the total assessed valuation of the taxable property of the City as shown by the 

last equalized county assessment roll.  

c. The City Council shall establish and appoint a citizens= oversight committee (the 

AOversight Committee@). The Oversight Committee shall annually review the 

expenditure of the proceeds of the bonds for the prior year and shall report to the 

Council whether the proceeds of the bonds were spent in accordance with the 

purposes set forth in the ballot measure.  

d. The City shall ensure that an annual report pursuant to Government Code Section 

53411 describing the amount of funds collected and expended, and the status of any 

project required or authorized to be funded, shall be filed with its governing body. 

e. The City shall include in its independent, external audit a separate accounting of the 

bond funds issued and expended. 

Section 4. The provisions of Elections Code Section 9280 et seq., relating to arguments 

concerning city measures, shall apply to the Measure submitted at the Election. The President 

of the City Council, or any member or members of the City Council as the President shall 

designate are hereby authorized, but are not directed, to prepare and file with the Registrar of 

Voters a ballot argument in favor of the Measure, and/or a ballot argument in rebuttal to any 

opposition, which shall be considered the official ballot argument of the City Council for the 

Measure. The Auditor-Controller of the County is hereby authorized to prepare and file with the 

Registrar of Voters the tax rate statement required by the provisions of Section 9401 of the 

Elections Code substantially in the form of Exhibit B attached hereto.  
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Section 5. Notice of the Election shall be given by publication of this Resolution and Order 

in the San Diego Union-Tribune once a week for at least four weeks prior to the holding of the 

Election, and the Registrar of Voters is hereby ordered and directed to cause this Resolution and 

Order to be so published. No other notice of the Election need be given. 

Section 6. The Election is ordered to be consolidated with the statewide general election 

to be held on November 6, 2018. 

Section 7. The City Council hereby declares, and the voters by approving the measure concur, 

that every section, paragraph, sentence and clause of the Measure has independent value, and the 

City Council and the voters would have adopted each provision hereof regardless of every other 

provision hereof. Upon approval of the Measure by the voters, should any part be found by a court 

of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any reason, all remaining parts hereof shall remain in 

full force and effect to the fullest extent allowed by law. 

Section 8. This Resolution and Order relating to an election shall take effect immediately upon its 

adoption by two-thirds of the members of the City Council and approval by the Mayor. 

APPROVED: MARA W. ELLIOTT, City Attorney 

 
By ___________________________ 

Brant C. Will 
Deputy City Attorney 

 
BCW:jdf 
__/__/____ 
Or.Dept: _____________ 
Doc No.                             
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I certify that the foregoing Resolution was passed by the Council of the City of San Diego, at this 
meeting of ______________________________. 
 

ELIZABETH S. MALAND 
City Clerk 

 
 

By ________________________________ 
Deputy City Clerk 

 
 
Approved:  _____________________ ____________________________________ 

 (date)    KEVIN L. FAULCONER, Mayor 
 
 
Vetoed:     _____________________ ____________________________________ 

 (date)    KEVIN L. FAULCONER, Mayor 


