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ON THE COVER
Community HousingWorks’ North Park Seniors 
Apartments under construction at Texas Street, 
just off of El Cajon Boulevard. The project 
exemplifies many issues facing affordable housing 
production in the region:

   It is a tight urban site, with no on-site laydown 
space and extensive off-site infrastructure 
obligations.

   The project is taking place in the midst of a 
modest mid-city construction boom, with over 
four market-rate multi-family projects under 
construction within two blocks, and another six 
within a half mile of the site.

   Even with all of that development and the 
extensive DIFs generated, the North Park 
community is unlikely to see any directly visible 
capital improvement projects as a result of the 
boom. The benefits generated by these new densities 
are abstract and folded into future public projects. 

   More than that, the new market rate units are 
setting new record high rents for the region. This 
is a source of amazement to some locals, who cite 
these new higher rents as a cause of gentrification, 
rather than being a response to the housing supply 
shortage. 

This is the housing sector in a nutshell.
 
Please share your stories and photos – send 
them to sarah@housingsandiego.org
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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Dear SDHF Members:

State Senator Atkins’ permanent source bill, the 
Building Homes & Jobs Act (SB2) has been widely 
supported both within and outside the Capitol 
building, and a number of other bills now under 
consideration would place a new state housing 
bond measure on the ballot, increase the California 
Low Income Housing Tax Credit, and allow the use 
of health care dollars to subsidize housing for key 
populations. With bold action from our legislators and, 
ultimately, Governor Jerry Brown, these proposals all 
present opportunities for the state to demonstrate its 
commitment to solving the housing crisis. 

Locally, there is also some encouraging news about 
the City of San Diego’s Reinvestment Initiative, which 
will direct as much as $35 million over the next five 
years into permanent housing, homeless programs, 
and housing rehabilitation. Civic San Diego and the 
San Diego Housing Commission are teaming up on an 
affordable housing TOD fund that will make it possible 
to secure building sites for housing in transit priority 
areas. And the recent boom in multifamily housing 
has led to some significant revenue generation in 
inclusionary housing funds throughout the county.

All of these programs are slender lifelines of support 
for the production of new housing in a resource-
constrained environment. And while these gap 
financing sources are critical, additional local-level 
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Opportunities, and opportunity costs
 
We are all familiar with the notion of opportunity 
costs – the tension that exists between several mutually 
exclusive options.

The housing crisis in our region is only deepening, and 
there are very limited resources available to resolve the 
fundamental lack of affordable housing supply.  Recent 
uncertainty with the federal low income housing tax 
credit (LIHTC) program has underscored just how 
constrained and overcommitted these dollars are. 
Yet, at the state and local level, there are some bright 
spots out there, some very clear opportunities for us 
to provide permanent and stable homes for more of 
our most vulnerable citizens. But as we look at those 
opportunities, we should be mindful of the opportunity 
costs that each involves.

Among the brighter lights over the horizon is the No 
Place Like Home program, which we highlighted at 
our February Roundtable. We were very pleased to 
have HCD Assistant Deputy Director Zack Olmsted 
take the time to do this workshop. If we are able to 
wed the capital resources of this program with the 
appropriate services dollars, we stand to produce 500 
or more permanent supportive housing units in the 
next five years for mentally ill individuals experiencing 
homelessness in our region.
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solutions to the housing crisis exist so long as we are 
willing to act upon the opportunity.

There has been talk of a TOT increase in the City 
of San Diego, primarily to finance a convention 
center expansion, with some of the revenue slated 
for infrastructure and the remainder to address 
homelessness. There is also the opportunity to 
repurpose the 160-acre Qualcomm Stadium site for 
redevelopment. Will we as a region make the most of 
these opportunities?

This brings us squarely to the notion of opportunity 
costs - the basic relationship between scarcity and 
choice. The ability to raise the TOT is finite; every 
penny we spend can only be spent once. The many 
acres of City-owned land in Mission Valley are also 
finite, and what gets built there will be there for a 
lifetime. We are well advised to think deeply about 
these opportunities, evaluate our greatest needs, and 
weigh the costs of all the things that won’t be done 
with these resources once we commit them to any 
other purpose.

Almost everyone is acknowledging the depth of the 
region’s housing crisis, especially as a growing number 
of households are experiencing its impact with even 
those in the middle class finding housing costs to be 
out of reach. This provides motivation for political 
action that would have been unthinkable a short time 
ago. The City of San Diego, under the leadership of 
Councilmembers Scott Sherman and David Alvarez, 

is making positive moves to simplify the process of 
building new housing in general, and is looking for 
ways to stimulate the production of workforce housing 
(see AROUND THE COUNTY). Some of their proposals 
may come to serve as examples of best practices that 
may be emulated elsewhere in the region and the state. 

But let us not ever forget to remind the policymakers 
and politicians at every level of government that, for 
at least a third of our population, decent affordable 
housing can only be built with support from the 
public sector. Last November, throughout the state, 
municipalities stepped up with regional ballot measures 
to close the funding gap and match state level funding 
programs for affordable housing. The public has shown 
a remarkable level of support for these measures in poll 
after poll. Is it time we here in San Diego did the same?

When we think of opportunity costs, the greatest loss 
may be the opportunity that we don’t ever pursue
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Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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SDHF Executive Director Stephen Russell was 
inducted in to the San Diego chapter of Lambda 
Alpha International at the organization’s 
39th Annual Crystal Globe Awards program 
on February 4. Other inductees that evening 
included Lara Gates (City of San Diego, Office 
of Councilmember Georgette Gomez), Colin 
Parent (La Mesa City Councilmember & Circulate 
San Diego), and Diego Velasco (M.W. Steele 
Architects).

The membership of Lambda Alpha includes 
outstanding individuals from many parts of the 
world who have distinguished themselves in all 
of the various disciplines and activities that relate 
to the use and re-use of land. These individuals 
include not only those who are involved in 
the ownership, management, regulation and 
conservation of land, but also those who are 
involved in its development, redevelopment  
and preservation. 

SDHF Executive Director Stephen Russell 
(far left) was inducted in to the San Diego 
chapter of Lambda Alpha International.

s

Stephen Russell Inducted  
Into Honors Society

Welcome
Baby Blair 
Grace Nunn
On February 7, 2017 at 
5:48 am SDHF Policy 
Director, Laura Nunn 
and husband Travis, 
welcomed their newest 
bundle of joy with 
daughter, Blair Grace. 
We are thrilled for the 
newest edition to the 
Nunn and SDHF family! 
Congratulations Laura!

SDHF Interns 
Hard at Work!
Interns Blake Nachtsheim 
and Ying Sham make 
their first site visit at the 
Marriott Marquis San Diego, 
site of the 2017 Annual 
Conference/Institutes.
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FEDERATION EVENTS 

To join a committee or submit a 
member news items, please contact: 
Sarah Mirabelli

SARAH MIRABELLI 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

Ruby Award Nominations: Due Wednesday, March 15th
As you begin a new and exciting year, take the opportunity to nominate an outstanding professional, agency 
or project that helped to move affordable homes in the San Diego region forward. Keep in mind that you are 
welcome to self-nominate.

For 2017, we added a Ruby category – Innovation: Projects or programs that increase the supply of affordable 
housing, but don’t fit within the standard awards categories.

Review the award categories here. Then submit your nomination(s) to Sarah Mirabelli no later than 5:00 PM on 
Wednesday, March 15, 2017.

Download the PDF Form or the Word Document to submit.

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, June 1, 2017

Hall of Champions in Balboa Park

RUBY AWARD 

SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNIIES 

AVAILABLE

CLICK TO LEARN MORE

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=4kjotvzab.0.0.s8wgb4bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fhousingsandiego.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F02%2FRuby-Awards-2017-Categories-and-Nomination-Criteria_2017-0117.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=4kjotvzab.0.0.s8wgb4bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fhousingsandiego.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F02%2FOutline-of-2016-SDHF-Ruby-Awards-Nomination_2017-0117_Form.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=4kjotvzab.0.0.s8wgb4bab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fhousingsandiego.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F02%2FOutline-of-2016-SDHF-Ruby-Awards-Nomination_2017-0117.docx
http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SDHF-2017-Member-and-Sponsor-Opportunities_2017_updated_2.24.17.pdf
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On February 21st the Federation held our 2nd 
LISC Sponsored Roundtable of 2017 in conjunction 
with Civic San Diego. Over 30 of our members 
participated in the session, during which 
representatives of City of San Diego agencies 
presented information on City of San Diego 
resources for housing, including the new Transit 
Oriented Development (TOD) Fund, expected to be 
launched later this year. 

Stephen Maduli-Williams and Katherine Crow 
of the City's Economic Development Department 
began by presenting information on the City's 
multi-million dollar Reinvestment Initiative and 
Promise Zone.

The purpose of the reinvestment initiative is to 
reinvest over $200 million in recaptured CDBG 
funds in low and moderate-Income communities 
to encourage economic growth and investment. 
The 5-year goal is to achieve the following in Low 
and Moderate-Income Communities in the City of 
San Diego: (1)  1,000 new jobs; (2) 20 million tons of 
CO2 reduced; and (3) 1000 new affordable housing 

units financed. From the totals fund available, 32% 
of the will go towards affordable housing. 

Michael Lengyel of Civic San Diego and Wendy 
DeWitt of the San Diego Housing Commission 
presented details on the new TOD Development 
Fund. Due to be approved by the City Council this 
month, the fund would match private investment 
with public funding in a 3:1 ratio to create a 
predevelopment fund that would focus on TOD 
sites for affordable housing.

In addition, Civic San Diego announced the release 
of a new $25 million NOFA for the construction of 
new rental housing targeted at 30-60% AMI. The 
NOFA period opened on February 16, and will 
remain open until April 28, or until such a time as 
all the funds have been committed.

Katherine Crow of the City's Economic Development Department 
provided valuable information on the City's multi-million dollar 
Reinvestment Initiative and Promise Zone to attendees of last 
month's Roundtable Workshop.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING AND 2017 
PERSPECTIVES ON  

LIHTC ROUNDTABLE

Sponsored by:

Wednesday, March 22, 2017

8:30 - 9:00 AM - Registration; Balloting 
and Networking

9:00 - 9:15 AM - Annual Meeting Program 
and Election Results

9:15 - 11:00 AM - Roundtable Workshop
 

Roundtable Workshop Fee: 
$25 Members/$35 Non-Members

Price Philanthropies'  City Heights Center
4305 University Avenue, Room 640

San Diego, CA 92105

LISC Roundtable Provides a 
Wealth of Information

REGISTER NOW

 http://civicsd.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Final-NOFA-W-ATTACHMENTS.pdf
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07edruerpu6f67abda&llr=s8wgb4bab
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The San Diego Regional Alliance for Fair Housing (SDRAFFH), the San Diego 
Housing Federation,  LISC San Diego, and the University of San Diego are 
proud to host the 2nd Annual Fair Housing Conference: Knocking Down Walls: 
Fair Housing Choice in the Fight to Reduce Homelessness and Open Doors to 
People with Criminal Histories. In celebration of National Fair Housing Month 
in April, this Conference will explore critical fair housing issues intersecting 
with homelessness, mental health, and people with criminal histories that are 
impacting San Diego County today and its diverse communities.

Join fair housing practitioners, policy makers, housing advocates and developers, 
community leaders, and top experts in discussing and exploring fair housing 
discrimination issues and solutions to improving our communities.

Dr. Antwi Akom, 
Associate Professor 
of Environmental 
Sociology at San 
Francisco State 
University and Co-
Founder of the Institute 
for Sustainable 
Economic, Educational, 

and Environmental Design (I-SEEED), will 
deliver the keynote address and challenge 
participants to look at fair housing and 
the cross-over issues as opportunities to 
innovate and improve our communities 
from within.

KeyNote Speaker
Dr. Antwi Akom

Join us Thursday,  
April 13, 2017

9:30 am - 4:45 pm

Warren Auditorium
Mother Rosalie  

Hill Hall
University of San Diego

5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110

s

https://sdhf.regfox.com/sdraffh
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THANK YOU TO OUR NEW 
AND RENEWING MEMBERS: 
 
Birdseye Planning Group

Chicano Federation of San Diego County

CIVIC San Diego

Dahlin Group Architecture Planning Inc

Hitzke Development Corporation

Law Office of A. Christian Abasto

MAAC

Miller Hull

MJ Housing & Services Inc.

Nicole Conge

SCS Engineers

Urban Housing Communities LLC

Amika’s presents Emergency & 
Very Affordable Housing Expo 

Amikas will be presenting a 
demonstration of emergency 

sleeping cabins and very affordable bungalow 
homes that they hope will be part of San Diego's 
solution to homelessness, the lack of sufficient 
emergency shelter and the scarcity of very 
affordable housing.

The demonstration will be constructed on the 
grounds of St. Luke's Episcopal Church, 3725 30th 

Affirmed Housing wins 
NAHB Pillar award for Vista 
affordable community 

Affirmed Housing is very 
pleased to share that Paseo 
Pointe has been named Best 

Affordable Apartment Community of the Year by 
The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB). 
Located in the city of Vista, California, the community 
offers 69 affordable apartment homes as well as retail 
space and an adjoining Veterans Memorial park. 
The development team includes Studio E Architects, 
Wermers Construction, Kettler Leweck Engineering 
and Darsono Design Associates. Funding for the 
development and construction of this beautiful 
community was made possible by U.S. Bank, 
California Community Reinvestment Corporation, 
and Boston Capital tax credit equity. The City of Vista 
contributed the land as well as low-mod housing 
funds. A green point rated, urban infill community, 
the building exceeds title 24 standards.   

“We are very proud and excited to have won this 
award. Paseo Pointe is an outstanding development 
that serves to enrich the lives of its residents as well 
as the City of Vista at large.” Nicki Cometa, CFO, 
Affirmed Housing.  

Headquartered in San Diego, Affirmed Housing is 
dedicated to improving and sustaining the viability of 
California communities through the development of 
affordable housing.  For more information, visit www.
affirmedhousing.com. 

Affirmed Housing's Paseo Pointe has been named Best 
Affordable Apartment Community of the Year by The National 
Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
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St. San Diego, in the North Park neighborhood 
between March 10 and March 31. Amikas has 
been working to house homeless women and 
children since 2010. In collaboration with I-Wood, 
the company that licenses the kit design used to 
construct these tiny shelters and homes, Amikas 
will be displaying the structures from March 10th 
to March 31st. No one will be actually living in the 
units, they are for demonstration purposes only. 

Amikas will be scheduling demonstrations and 
special events at the expo throughout the 3 weeks 
the demonstration is up, so homeless advocates, 
legislators and concerned neighbors can see what 
Amikas is proposing. The expo part of an effort 
spearheaded by Amikas to amend the California 

Shelter Crisis Act (Gov. Code §§8698 – 8698.3) 
to authorize a limited period where San Diego 
can build emergency bridge hosing communities 
with emergency sleeping cabins to house the 
most vulnerable populations in San Diego. A 
similar amendment was unanimously approved 
by the California Assembly and Senate last year 
for the City of San Jose, where a severe shortage 
of very affordable housing and humanitarian 
homelessness crisis, similar to what exists in San 
Diego, inspired legislators to explore innovative 
solutions. 

More information and a schedule of events will be 
posted at Amikas.org.

Rendering of Emergency Sleeping Cabins that will be on display March 10th through March 31st at St. Luke's Episcopal Church.

 
Win an award? Hosting a ribbon-
cutting reception? Breaking ground 
on a new project? SDHF is great 
resource to share your good news 
with industry colleagues. Simply 
email Sarah with a press release and 
any appropriate images — we will 
look for an opportunity to share 
through our website, weekly brief  
or monthly  
newsletter.

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
WITH US, AND WE 

WILL SHARE IT WITH 
YOUR FEDERATION 

COLLEAGUES 

http://amikas.org/blog/emergency-very-affordable-housing-expo
mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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Reflecting the importance of the housing 
affordability issue in San Diego, the local 
Building Industry Association (BIA) bestowed its 
highest honor on one of the city’s most respected 
developers of affordable housing, Jim Schmid, 
founder and CEO of Carlsbad-based Chelsea 
Investment Corp. 

During the recent Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony, Schmid was also praised for 
demonstrating “how for-profit-builders and 
builders of affordable housing can and should be 
partners; and how this fits the public good.”

An attorney with an advanced degree in tax law, 
Schmid began his 40-year real estate career across 
all sectors of the industry. In 1992, he narrowed 
his focus to the development of affordable 
housing and has since grown the company to 
over 60 employees and a development portfolio of 
over 10,000 units, valued at $1.7 billion. 

Although he is a passionate advocate for the 
creation and preservation of safe, accessible and 
affordable housing for all, Schmid has a special, 

personal devotion to creating affordable housing 
for those with developmental disabilities. 

Last year, Chelsea opened San Diego’s first 
affordable housing community built with 
apartments set aside for families with a member 
who has a developmental disability. The San 
Diego Housing Federation also honored this 
breakthrough property – Independence Point -- 
during its 2016 Ruby Awards, which honor the 
finest accomplishments in affordable housing in 
our region. 

“Imagine for a moment that you’re a parent or a 
family member of a person with a developmental 
disability,” says Schmid. “Your single biggest 
fear is, ‘Where will my child, brother or sister 
live when I’m gone?’ Independence Point is a 
place where individuals can live independently 
in homes that are designed to meet their unique 
circumstances.”

Congratulations to Jim Schmid for this well-
deserved honor.

Affordable Housing Developer Jim Schmid Inducted 
into the San Diego Building Industry Association’s Hall of Fame

Jim Schmid, founder and CEO 
of Carlsbad-based Chelsea 

Investment Corp. (Chelsea).
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On February 2nd was the 2017 Residents United 
Network (RUN) Convening in San Diego. RUN 
engages affordable-housing residents in the decisions 
that affect the health and stability of their lives 
and communities and harnesses people power as a 
political force in order to influence policy and budget 
decisions at the state, regional, and local level. 

The event took place at Price’s City Heights Center, 
overlooking Mid-City. Constance Pierre, the Director 
of Organizing and Community Engagement at 
Housing California, began to explain to residents 

“What is Power?” 
and “Why RUN?” 
She emphasized the 
need for all people to 
have access to clean, 
safe and affordable 
housing. She described 
housing as a right and 
encouraged residents 
to use their voice and 
story to influence 
public policy. 

Katy Heins, Senior Field Organizer at the Center for 
Community Change then helped residents develop 
their own personal stories. The residents had an 
opportunity to share their own challenges in finding 
affordable housing. Past R.U.N. members also shared 
their local and Sacramento lobbying experiences and 
helped the organizers facilitate some training activities. 
The residents then had an opportunity to hear about 
current legislation in Sacramento from Joe Boniwell, 
the Public Policy Director for Housing California. 
Local RUN Organizer Emily Serafy Cox shared the 
upcoming Lobby Day legislative priorities for Housing 
California: 

• SB2: Homes and Jobs Act (Atkins)
• AB71: Bring California Home (Chiu)
• AB74: Housing for a Healthy California (Chiu) 

As a result of these organizing effort, over a dozen 
of these San Diego residents will attend Housing 
California’s Lobby Day and walk the halls of the 
Capitol on March 8th, 2017.

   

Residents Encouraged to Tell Their Stories, Help Influence Policy
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Erika Tuhwe is a resident at the Paseo Comm 22 
Apartments (BRIDGE Housing and MAAC). Paseo 

at COMM22 offers 130 units of 
affordable housing and is part of 
a transit-oriented, master-planned 
community in the Logan Heights 
neighborhood of San Diego. 

When Erika became pregnant, she 
was living in a 200 sq.ft. studio, 
working a full-time job, and was 

struggling to afford rent. She applied to live 
at the Hacienda Townhomes in downtown 
and was able to find an affordable room 
after a short time. There, she had access 
to a computer center where she had the 
resources to obtain her associates degree 
in Psychology and plans on continuing 
her education. She had to wait 3 years 
to receive her current housing. Having 
an affordable home to Erica was stress 

relieving because she knew that her daughter would 
be safe in their new home and would have access to 
the programs that she wanted. 
 

Now, Erika is giving back to her community. She 
works full-time for Easter Seals as a Life Skills Coach 
and gives direct support to adults aged 24 to 46 
with physical & mental disabilities, assisting them 
with daily activities to build their social and living 
capabilities. She teaches them basic skills so they 
can become more independent and travel on their 
own. Some of her other duties include providing 
physical support e.g., pushing a wheelchair, loading 
and unloading people from buses, personal care, 
and assisting with volunteer opportunities. She loves 
to empower people and raise awareness about self-
healing methods. 

Erika is very thankful to have received affordable 
housing because it has allowed her to not only 
empower herself, but also empower her daughter and 
those in need. 

Featured Resident Story: Erika Tuhwe



POLICY UPDATES

SARAH DAWE,  
POLICY CONSULTANT

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website
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SB 35 (Wiener), Housing Accountability & Affordability Act 

Senator Scott Wiener (San Francisco) recently introduced SB 35, the Housing Accountability and 
Affordability Act, that seeks to streamline the approval process of certain affordable housing projects. 
Under SB 35, cities that are on track to meet RHNA housing production goals will retain full local control 
over how they approve housing, but if cities do not meet these obligations, a streamlined approval 
process would bypass some local requirements.  For streamlining to occur, a project must include 
housing for the income levels where there is a shortage, pay prevailing wage for construction labor, and 
meet affordability, density, zoning, historic, and environmental standards outlined in the bill.  This bill 
also tightens up reporting requirements by mandating that charter cities report their annual housing 
production to HCD.  

The Sacramento Bee and San Francisco Chronicle discuss this proposed legislation in the context of past, 
similar and unsuccessful measures. 

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article132090184.html
http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/diaz/article/Housing-crisis-It-s-a-matter-of-will-10925046.php
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Smart Growth and Land Use 
Committee Adopts Work Plan
On February 15, the Smart Growth and Land Use 
Committee of the San Diego City Council approved a 2017 Committee Work Plan to outline strategies to address 
housing affordability in the San Diego region.  The Committee proposed many policy changes that would mitigate 
the high cost of new development, incentivize further growth, and streamline existing processes.  

Of particular interest with regards to the policy priorities of the San Diego Housing Federation, the Committee 
Work Plan will look to: reevaluate parking requirements; consider changes to current city fee structures for new 
construction; explore opportunities for affordable housing production on city and other publically owned land; 
incentivize development of housing next to public transportation; and streamline processes to avoid unnecessary 
delays.

The Smart Growth and Land Use Committee Work Plan for 2017 is available here.

Southern California Rent, Largest Increase in 9 Years 
According to the Consumer Price Index, rents in Southern California increased by 4.7 percent from 2015 to 2016.  
This was the largest increase in the last nine years. More information is available in the Orange County Register.

San Diego Housing Market Outpaces Nation 
The San Diego Union Tribune reports that the San Diego regional index of home prices was up 5.8 percent in 
November compared to a year ago.  This number outpaces the nationwide index increase (5.6 percent), and the 
index increase in San Francisco (5.5 percent) and Los Angeles (5.3 percent).  The increase in the index in Seattle 
(10.6 percent) was the largest in the nation.

http://docs.sandiego.gov/councilcomm_agendas_attach/2017/sglu_170215_5.pdf
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://docs.sandiego.gov/councilcomm_agendas_attach/2017/sglu_170215_5.pdf
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/percent-742717-last-year.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/real-estate/sd-fi-case-shiller-20170130-story.html


AROUND THE STATE
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Gubernatorial Candidate Chiang Likely to Focus on Affordable 
Housing in Campaign
The Sacramento Bee reports that California Treasurer and gubernatorial candidate John Chiang has opened a 
committee for a 2018 ballot measure focused on affordable housing.  Specifics of the initiative have not yet been 
disclosed, but the move indicates that Mr. Chiang will make affordable housing issues a central component of his 
campaign.  

Just Thirty-One Percent of Homebuyers in CA Can Afford 
Median Priced Home
According to the California Realtor’s Association, the median price of a home in California is $511,000, a price 
that only 31% of California homebuyers could afford.  This is the fourth year in a row that that percentage was 
under 40%.

Legislation Introduced to Expand “State of Emergency” 
Declarations to Include Homelessness
Assemblymember Sebastian Ridley-Thomas (Los Angeles) recently introduced legislation that would include 
emergencies related to homelessness to the list of events that may trigger the declaration of a “state of 
emergency” by the governor of California.

Under current law, a “state of emergency” can be declared “to mitigate the effects of natural, manmade, or war-
caused emergencies that result in conditions of disaster or extreme peril to life, property, and the resources of 
the state, and generally to protect the health and safety and preserve the lives and property of the people of the 
state.” 

Previously, individual cities and counties were unsuccessful in requesting gubernatorial “states of emergency” 
for homelessness issues.  This legislation would clarify that it is the intent of the legislature that such emergencies 
may well trigger such a declaration and allow for the allocation of state resources to combat homelessness.

http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article131338709.html
http://www.capradio.org/90081
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB22ember-ridley-thomas-announces-legislation-enable-emergency-declaration-state
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President Trump’s Tax Promises Are Impacting Affordable 
Housing Projects
President Trump’s promises to cut corporate taxes continue to lead to uncertainty in the low-income housing tax 
credit (LIHTC) market.  Voice of San Diego recently reported on the local impact of this uncertainty on current 
and future affordable housing projects in the region. 

Legislation Introduced to Dismantle Fair Housing Program
In 2015, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) instituted regulations to address segregation 
in housing by supporting the collection of data on community racial disparities.  Legislation was recently 
introduced to dismantle this Affirmative Furthering Fair Housing report.  The Local Zoning Decisions Protection 
Act (S. 103 and H.R. 1482) would forbid the use of federal funds to “design, build, maintain, utilize, or provide 
access to a Federal database of geospatial information on community racial disparities or disparities in access to 
affordable housing.”  

Homeless Service Providers Face Uncertain HUD Funding
It is unclear how HUD programs and funding will change under President Trump’s administration.  KQED 
reports that homeless service providers watched the confirmation hearing of HUD Secretary Nominee Ben Carson 
closely.  In the hearing, Carson indicated that he was generally supportive of the “Housing First” model.  Service 
providers interviewed were hopeful that this support means that critical federal funds to fight homelessness will 
continue.

http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/government/trumps-yet-to-be-unveiled-tax-plan-is-already-messing-with-affordable-housing-projects/
file://localhost/o%2509https/::www.congress.gov:bill:115th-congress:senate-bill:103:text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/103/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/482/related-bills
https://ww2.kqed.org/news/2017/01/30/homeless-service-providers-urge-feds-to-keep-hud-funds-flowing/
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Innovation Strategies for Ending Homelessness

The CSH Summit is just around the 
corner on May 24 – 26.  The CSH 

Summit is the largest supportive 
housing network and conversation 
in the nation.  Last year's Summit 
attendance maxed out early, so 

click here to make your reservation 
today!

Housing is Healthcare in Hawaii
Hawaii Senator Josh Green has filed legislation to 
classify chronic homelessness as a medical condition. 
This would allow Medicaid funds to be used for 
housing, including rent payments.  While many states, 
including California, allow Medicaid to be used for 
housing supportive services, rent is not currently an 
eligible Medicaid expense.  
The goal of the legislation is to direct housing resources 
to homeless individuals with chronic conditions who 
frequent the emergency room and access other high-
cost medical interventions.  By providing the safety 
and stability of a home, this funding would lead to 
improved health outcomes.  Experts agree that there is 
a strong connection between health and housing, and 
this legislation represents a step forward in policy that 
would allow Medicaid funds to be directed to housing.  
In addition to improved health outcomes for persons 
experiencing homelessness, this legislation has to 
potential to reduce costs for healthcare providers that 
serve homeless populations.  CSH is engaged in efforts 
across the country to demonstrate the link between 
health and housing and effectively deploy resources to 
serve vulnerable populations.  
If you want more information about these  
innovative efforts to end homelessness, email  
lauren.quinlan@csh.org. 

Ending Veteran’s Homelessness in Houston
The City of Houston is a semifinalist for a 2017 
Innovations in American Government Award for 
their success in ending veteran homelessness and 
drastically reducing chronic homelessness.  In 2012, 
the mayor’s office appointed Houston’s first Special 
Assistant to the Mayor for Homeless Initiatives 
and articulated their vision of marshaling national 
expertise and resources to identify the best, evidence-
based practices to assist and expedite local efforts.  
Through this effort, CSH supported efforts to increase 
permanent supportive housing in Houston and create 
a robust coordinated entry system to link homeless 
individuals to housing and appropriate services.  
Within three years, the City of Houston announced 
an effective end to veteran homelessness and by 2016, 
there had been a 70-percent reduction in chronic 
homelessness.  
For more information on the Innovations in American 
Government Awards, click here.
For more information on continued efforts to end 
homelessness in Houston, click here.

http://here
mailto:lauren.quinlan%40csh.org.%20%20%20?subject=
https://www.innovations.harvard.edu/2017-innovations-american-government-awards-semifinalists
http://www.homelesshouston.org/
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City of Del Mar
Request for Proposals (RFP 2017-01)
Deadline March 21, 2017

The City of Del Mar is seeking proposals from 
qualified professionals to prepare the “22 in 5” 
Affordable Housing Program. Work includes 
gathering of relevant information and data, 
assessment of housing sites, preparing and testing 
pro-formas and developing a financing plan and 
implementation program. Work will also include 
public outreach to stakeholders and community 
groups and presentations to City Council.

Click to download the complete RFP packet.

EAH Housing
Business Development Analyst
Santa Monica

EAH Housing is hiring for a full-time (37.5 hrs/
week) Business Development Analyst to work 
in Santa Monica, CA. Qualified candidates will 
have a Bachelor's degree in Real Estate, Finance, 
Civil Engineering, Business or related field. Must 
have at least one year of experience working in 
an organization staffed with various roles and 
functions and familiarity with current financing 
programs for affordable housing. Experience 
working at a non-profit affordable housing 
corporater preferred. Mater's Degree in Business, 
Finance, Real Estate, or related fields preferred.

Click to download the complete job posting.

JOB POSTINGS AND RFP 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Reach the best and brightest in the 
Affordable Housing industry. Submit 
your job postings & announcements 
to Sarah.

http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/RFP-Del-Mar-22-in-5-Affordable-Housing-RFP-w_attach.pdf
http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Job-Posting-BD-Analyst-SoCal.pdf
mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/contact-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
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