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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear SDHF Members:

affordable housing movement is engaged in.  I invite 
you to check out the entire list of nominees HERE.
The selection of the winners is conducted by a cross-
disciplinary jury, to whom we are grateful. The jury 
was co-chaired by Dr. Mirle Bussell of UCSD and 
Stephen Haase from Baldwin & Sons. Other members 
were Debbie Newell of SDG&E, Betsy Morris of EM 
Advisors, Susan Baldwin, AICP, Mike Stepner, FAIA, 
and Tracy Canepa  from Embrace.

The exception to that rule is the selection of an annual 
“Housing Champion,” which is a decision of the Board 
of Directors. In past years, this award has been called 
the “Lifetime Achievement” award, but many in the 
organization felt that this implied that the honoree was 
in the twilight of their career, and we wanted to be 
clear that this award is intended to recognize someone 
who is active in affordable housing, 
has contributed many years to 
the cause here in the San Diego 
region, and who serves as an 
inspiration to their colleagues.
We are proud to announce that 
this year’s Housing Champion is 
Catherine Rodman, Director  
and Supervising Attorney  
for Affordable Housing Advocates. 
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May is here, with all of the energy that the month 
typically brings. The year is approaching the halfway 
mark rather quickly, the State Legislature is reaching a 
crescendo of hearings, and governments at all levels are 
hotly debating budgets.

In the midst of all that, the Ruby Awards are also 
just around the corner. The event is intended to be a 
pause in the midst of everyone’s hard work, a moment 
when we stop and recognize all of the efforts and 
accomplishments of the past year.  

This year’s event Title Sponsor is Chase Bank, and the 
evening should be a real treat. The dinner and awards 
ceremony will be held in the ballroom at the Prado 
Restaurant in Balboa Park, in the historic and aptly 
named House of Hospitality. Our emcee for the night 
will be former Councilmember Marti Emerald, who 
can be counted on to bring a lively spirit to the evening. 
We thank our many sponsors for their support in 
making this event possible 

Nominees this year are a reflection of the broad impact 
of the affordable housing sector in our region. From 
Outstanding Resident Leader to new Project of the 
Year, the award categories express the wide range 
of work, in both geography and type, which the 

s

Federation Executive Director Stephen Russell 
presenting an award to former Councilmembers 
Marti Emerald at the City Heights CDC’s 
fundraising roast on April 22, as MC Kathi 
Diamant looks on.
 
The event was held at Fair @ 44, a public 
event space created in partnership with Price 
Philanthropies, CHCDC, and the Boulevard 
Business Improvement Association.
 
Russell thanked Emerald for her years of 
public service and presented her with a trophy.  
Emerald will be emceeing this year’s  
Ruby Awards, to be held June 1 at the 
Prado in Balboa Park

Catherine Rodman

http://theboulevard.org/fair-44-international-market
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Catherine’s career, which she describes as “impact 
advocacy,” spans nearly 30 years in San Diego and 
includes being one of the founders of the San Diego 
Housing Federation. Her work reflects a relentless 
and unwavering commitment to affordable housing 
and tenants’ rights. At times pushing the envelope, 
Catherine’s vision for more inclusive communities and 
quality homes for all makes her a deserving recipient 
of this year’s Housing Champion award. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the Ruby Awards, 
and ask you to join us there in honoring Catherine 
Rodman and all of our other nominees who have 
committed their efforts to the cause of housing all of 
our fellow citizens.
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WE ARE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATIVE OF  
YOUR SUPPORT

Every dollar helps to support SDHF’s 
education, advocacy and outreach 

work so that our region has the 
resources, talent and power it needs to 

create and preserve more affordable 
homes for San Diegans who are 
struggling to make it – working 

families, returning veterans, senior 
citizens and neighbors living with 

mental or physical disability. 

DONATE NOW

San Diego Housing 
Federation would like to 
welcome back Laura Nunn 
from maternity leave! 
We have missed Laura 
immensely and are very 
excited to have her back in 
the office. Congratulations 
again to the Nunn Family on their beautiful new 
baby girl, Blair Grace. 

San Diego Housing Federation would also like to 
extend our sincere gratitude to Sarah Dawe Esq., 
whose hard work kept our policy department 
running while Laura was out. We appreciate all 
your effort and your great attitude. 

Thank you Sarah! 

Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

WELCOME BACK 
LAURA NUNN!

http://housingsandiego.org/product/donate-now/
mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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To join a committee or submit a 
member news items, please contact: 
Sarah Mirabelli

SARAH MIRABELLI 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

INTERESTED IN 

VOLUNTEERING AT 

THE RUBY AWARDS?

CLICK TO LEARN MORE

Join SDHF in Celebrating the 2017 Ruby Awards 
Thursday, June 1st at the Beautiful Prado in Balboa Park 
The Ruby Awards recognize excellence in affordable housing and community development, highlighting the 
accomplishments of people, agencies and developments that work to ensure all San Diegans, regardless of income, 
have a safe, stable place they can afford to call home.  Councilmember Marti Emerald will emcee the event.

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY:  ONLINE REGISTRATION OPEN THROUGH FRIDAY, MAY 19. 
After online registration closes, tickets will be available at the door for an increased price. 

SDHF Members: Online Registration General = $150 • At The Door = $175
Non-Members:   Online Registration General = $190 • At The Door = $225

— TITLE SPONSOR —

BUY TICKETS

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://housingsandiego.org/volunteer-for-2017-ruby-awards/
https://sdhf.regfox.com/2017-ruby-awards
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FEDERATION EVENTS 

BE THERE TO CONGRATULATE 
THE WINNERS!

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017
AT THE BEAUTIFUL PRADO 

IN BALBOA PARK

Congratulations to 
the 2017 Ruby Award 

Nominees!

BUY TICKETS

HOUSING PROJECT OF THE YEAR  
(New Construction)

Cielo Carmel

Iowa Street Seniors

Paradise Creek I

Promenade at Creekside

Trolley Park Terrace Apartments

HOUSING PROJECT OF THE YEAR  
(Rehabilitation)

Manzanita

Mayberry Townhomes

The Hotel Churchill

OUTSTANDING 
GOVERNMENT AGENCY

City of Escondido

City of San Diego (Affordable Homes  
Bonus Program)

JOHN CRAVEN MEMORIAL AWARD

Dan Normandin

Matthew Doherty

OUTSTANDING DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNER

John Ahlswede,  
Sun Country Builders

Joseph Wong Design Associates

SDG&E ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
& SUSTAINABILITY AWARD  

(New Construction)

Iowa Street Seniors

Promenade at Creekside

SDG&E ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
& SUSTAINABILITY AWARD  

(Retrofit)

Manzanita

INNOVATIONS

Alpha Square, Chelsea Investment Corporation/Civ-
icSC

Health and Human Services  
Agency, County of San Diego

HomeShare

You Got Mail LLC

https://sdhf.regfox.com/2017-ruby-awards
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CSH SUPPORTIVE HOUSING AWARD

Coordinated Entry System/Regional Task Force  
on the Homeless

East County Golden 15 – County  
of San Diego Health & Human  

Services Agency

Hotel Churchill

Project One for All, County of  
San Diego: Supervisor Greg Cox and  

Supervisor Ron Roberts

OUTSTANDING ADVOCATE

Colin Parent

Emily Serafy Cox

Monica Rivas Cruz Robledo

Housing You Matters Coalition

Michael McConnell

OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
TO RESIDENTS

Martiza Davila Nash

Rickie Ann Brown

Housing on Merit Resident 
Services Team

St. Paul’s PACE at Celadon Team

Tracey Davis

OUTSTANDING  
RESIDENT LEADER

Angela Nugent

Miriam Rodriguez

Elizabeth Reyes

Margo Velez 

CLICK TO LEARN 

MORE ABOUT EACH 

OF OUR WORTHY 

NOMINEES

BE THERE TO CONGRATULATE 
THE WINNERS!

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017
AT THE BEAUTIFUL PRADO 

IN BALBOA PARK

Congratulations to 
the 2017 Ruby Award 

Nominees!

BUY TICKETS

http://housingsandiego.org/2017-ruby-award-nominees/
https://sdhf.regfox.com/2017-ruby-awards
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Support the 
2017 Ruby Awards

RUBY AWARD 

SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNIIES 

AVAILABLE

CLICK TO LEARN MORE

Emerald Sponsor – $15,000
Sapphire Sponsor – $10,000

Topaz Sponsor – $5,000
Amethyst Sponsor – $3,000
Turquoise Sponsor – $1,500

VIP Pre-Reception Sponsor – $5,000
Table Centerpiece Sponsor – SOLD

Wine Sponsor – SOLD
Jade (Nonprofit) Sponsor – $500

Email Steve Russell or call  
619-239-6693

Join US Bank and SDHF in 
LEGO House Building Days
Attendees will once again be delighted to find Lego 
Houses serving as centerpieces at this year's event. 
Every attendee will have the opportunity to join San 
Diego Housing Federation and US Bank in Giving 
the Gift of Play by donating to win one of the LEGO 
House centerpieces.   

As you might imagine, it takes significant effort to 
make 40 houses. SDHF invites you to put together 
a team from the office, gather your friends — bring 
your kids (who are probably better at this than the 
rest of us!) to our building days for the LEGO Houses.

Tuesday, May 16  •  4 – 8 pm
Thursday, May 18  •  4 – 8 pm
Saturday, May 20  •  9 am – 1 pm

If you are interested in joining us, please click for 
more information and locations for building days. 

http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SDHF-2017-Member-and-Sponsor-Opportunities_2017_updated_2.24.17.pdf
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-emerald-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-sapphire-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-topaz-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-amethyst-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-turquoise-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/reception-sponsor/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/ruby-awards-jade-sponsor/
mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=Ruby%20Award%20Sponsorship%20Inquiry
http://housingsandiego.org/volunteer-for-2017-ruby-awards/


FEDERATION EVENTS

BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 9SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   May 2017

Knocking Down Walls: Fair Housing Conference A Big Success!
Community activists, legal advocates, housing operators, representatives of local municipalities gathered togeth-
er on April 13, 2017 to celebrate the 49th anniversary of the Federal Fair Housing Act, and to provide training and 
support for local organizations and governments to protect some of San Diego’s most vulnerable communities 
from housing discrimination.

The 2nd Annual Fair Housing Conference, sponsored by the California Endowment, was held at the University of 
San Diego’s Warren Auditorium from 9:30 am to 4:45 pm. USD’s School of Leadership and Education Sciences was 
a co-sponsor of the event, along with the San Diego Regional Alliance for Fair Housing (SDRAFFH), the San Diego 
Housing Federation (SDHF), and the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC).

The day-long program, one of the local highlights of Fair Housing Month, featured panels that explored the inter-
section of fair housing, mental illness, criminal history, and housing discrimination.
“The Fair Housing Act’s passage 49 years ago represented a major milestone in the United States for the struggle 
for civil rights,” Branden Butler, President of the SDRAFF declared in his opening remarks, “yet the struggle still 
continues today to end housing discrimination. Today’s conference will discuss current fair housing challenges in 
our community, and explore innovative ways to meet the challenging issues we face as a community. “

The event included a keynote address by Dr. Antwi Akom, professor of Environmental Sociology at San Francisco 
State University and a leader in community-driven planning and urban environmentalism. This was a return visit 
for Dr. Akom, who was the keynote speaker at the San Diego Housing Federation’s 2016 Conference. 

Speaking of his work in the Bay area, Dr. Akom says that he “believe(s) that through deep investments in people, 
place, systems and structures we can fundamentally transform the built environment and provide opportunities 
for all children and families to reach their full potential.”

This conference represented the first collaboration between the SDRAFFH and the SDHF.  

http://www.calendow.org
http://www.sandiego.edu/
http://www.sdfairhousing.org/
http://housingsandiego.org/
http://housingsandiego.org/
http://programs.lisc.org/san_diego/
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On March 30th, over 27 members 
joined the Resident Services Support 
Network (RSSN) for an informative 
and interactive training opportunity to 
learn tips and best practices for service 
providers working with families that 
have children with Autism. 

Dr. Carr from the Rady’s Children 
Hospital gave an overview of Autism, 
with emphasis on early signs. She spoke 
with us about the best practices on 
behavior modification or redirection 
for a child that may be having a 
difficult time during after school 
program. Resident Services Coordinators learned 
about resources for families and how to navigate the 
cultural sensitivities when discussing Autism with 
parents. 

CLICK to access Dr. Carr’s shared resources.

The 2017 RSSN Training Series is designed to 
provide specialized and foundational training 
for professionals in the field of Resident Services 
within Affordable Housing.  Each month 
leading up to the Resident Services Institute, 
the RSSN will offer one workshop on a specific 
topic relevant to our unique service industry.  
Registration for workshops is free and will be 
held monthly.

Resident Services Support Network Provides 
Autism Spectrum Workshop

Resident Services Support Network (RSSN) welcomes Dr. Carr for an informative 
and interactive training on working with families that have children with Autism.

REGISTER NOW

Services for Seniors: 
Walk a Mile in Their Shoes
May 18. 2017 • 9:00 am - 11:00 am

The San Diego Foundation
2508 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92106

2017 RSSN TRAINING SERIES

http://housingsandiego.org/2017-03-30-rssn-autism-spectrum-workshop/
http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=s8wgb4bab&oeidk=a07ee0wm9e45cca7f5b
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Last month Community HousingWorks (CHW) 
invited partners and residents to celebrate the 
completion of renovations at Manzanita, formerly 
called Cypress Cove Apartments. 

“Rents throughout the state continue to rise, making 
it more and more challenging for families to afford 
the basics, like food and medicine. Preserving 
affordable housing is more important than ever, and 
we are proud to have achieved that together with 
Manzanita,” said CHW’s President and CEO Sue 
Reynolds. 

Originally built in 1977, the combination of large, two-
story townhomes and flats are safe, comfortable and 
affordable for famiies with children, as well as singles 
and seniors. However, the regulations that keep the 
rents affordable for lower income working families 
were going to expire in 15 years. CHW purchased the 
property in 2014, extended the affordable rents for 55 
years and invested $8.83 million in renovations using 
low-income housing tax credits, bond financing and 
funds from the City of Escondido. 

“Maintaining affordable housing is a huge challenge. 
We feel very fortunate that CHW chose to renovate the 

Cypress Cove community, which not only provides 
affordable housing for families, but a sense of stability 
and the tools needed to get ahead,” said Escondido 
Mayor Sam Abed, who, along with City Council, has 
been a great local partner and long-time advocate of 
upgrading and maintaining affordable housing.    

A leader in green building practices, CHW made a 
point to include numerous green upgrades during 
the rehabilitation, including installing energy-
efficient windows, a solar photovoltaic system, and 
domestic solar hot water that will reduce utility costs 
for residents. CHW improved energy efficiency of 
Cypress Cove by more than 35 percent.

Additional upgrades included new HVAC systems, 
plumbing upgrades, Wi-Fi, and replacing all of the 
balconies. Residents will also enjoy two swimming 
pools, a basketball court, two playgrounds, picnic 
tables, a large grassy open space, barbecues, park 
benches, and an on-site laundry facility. 

Once called the “Haunted House” by neighborhood 
children, the renovated community building now 
houses a management office and provides a modern 

Community HousingWorks and the Escondido Community 
Celebrates Preservation of Affordable Apartments
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THANK YOU TO OUR NEW 
AND RENEWING MEMBERS: 
 
BRIDGE Housing Corporation

C & C Development

Century Housing

Chicago Title Company

Clearinghouse CDFI

Icon Builders

Keyser Marston Assoc., Inc.

LifeSTEPS Inc. 

Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF)

M.W. Steele

National Housing Corporation

Promise Energy

San Diego County Apartment  
Association

SGPA Architecture and Planning

Townspeople

U.S. Bank

Wakeland Housing & Development

space for CHW’s award-winning resident services 
programs, including courses on business training 
and financial planning for adult residents and after-
school programs and tutoring sessions for children. 
The community building also includes a kitchen, 
computer center and small library. 

“We like investing in properties that prioritize 
modern, sustainable features like solar energy. 
With Manzanita, we saw an opportunity to 
combine our commitment to the environment with 
our commitment to bring affordable housing to 
underserved areas,” said Sebastian Glowacki, vice 
president at U.S. Bancorp Community Development 
Corporation, a division of U.S. Bank--one of the 
lenders who partnered with CHW on this project.   

Union Bank also was integral in helping CHW rehab 
the apartments. “As a leading affordable housing 
lender and tax credit investor, we’re happy to partner 
with Community HousingWorks, an organization 
that also shares our commitment to green initiatives, 
to help bring sustainable, affordable housing to areas 
that need it most,” said Johanna Gullick, Managing 
Director at Union Bank. 

CHW is proud to add Manzanita – its 8th affordable 
community in Escondido – to its family and help 
preserve affordable housing for generations to come.

Dr. Murtaza Baxamusa (San 
Diego Building Trades Family 
Housing Corporation) has been 
appointed by Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon to sit on the 
No Place Like Home Advisory 
Committee, where he will serves 
as the committee representative 
for an affordable housing 
organization. 

The Advisory Committee assists and advises the 
California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) in implementing the No Place 
Like Home Program.  The program includes $2 billion 
in bond proceeds to develop permanent supportive 
housing for people who are homeless or at risk of 
being homeless and are in need of mental health 
services.

According to the program website, the guidelines 
for the No Place Like Home initiative and the 
corresponding Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 
will be released this summer. 

Federation Member Appointed 
to No Place like Home Advisory 
Committee
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The Residents United Network (RUN) was created 
on the vision of residents as the key to the future 
of housing advocacy. RUN brings residents from 
affordable homes in all parts of the state together to 
engage on issues affecting the health and stability of 
their lives and communities. Following a successful 
Lobby Day in March, RUN demonstrated the 
potential impact of community residents to impact 
public policy on behalf of themselves, neighbors and 
communities. Resident leaders in San Diego received 
training on how to effectively communicate with 
legislators in past RUN convening’s and are staying 
involved at the local level.

On April 7th, a Town Hall was held at the Solara 
Apartments in which residents from Poway told 
their stories and spoke directly with Assemblyman 
Brian Maienschein as participants from City Heights 
showed their support. Residents were able to convey 
their thoughts and told their stories related to key 
house bills (SB2, AB71, and AB74) to the assembly 
member. 

RUN Holds Housing Town Hall with Assemblymember

The AB 71 hearing in the Revenue and Tax Committee 
in Sacramento will take place in May. RUN members 
in LA and the Bay Area are contacting the members 
of the Revenue and Tax Committee before the 
hearing. No San Diego assembly members are on 
the committee. RUN hopes to sway the thinking of 
legislators via social media by reprising the “Shelter 
from the Rain” campaign. 

CLICK for #Shelterfromtherain  
Twitter Storm Tool Kit and  
how you can get involved! 

http://housingsandiego.org/shelterfromtherain-twitter-storm-tool-kit/
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There are many adjectives that can be used describe 
Natheer Salem, but the most meaningful is the word 
parent. A hard-working, giving and religious man, he has 
overcome many obstacles in his life and is an inspiration 
to all who meet him. 

In 2004, Natheer was part of the Iraqi Army, where he 
assisted in the efforts of the United States. He has a strong 
foundation and set of values that include helping others, 
working hard to achieve something greater and being a 
kind and compassionate person. All of which, have been 
engrained in his children.

Natheer was given his new role as single father to three 
children after he lost his wife in a terrorist attack in early 
2006. Hoping his strong core values would help him 
through this difficult time, he moved his family to Jordan, 
but he found he struggled to perform the duties of both 
“mom and dad” to his teenage sons and young daughter. 
Longing for something better, Natheer and his children 
picked up everything to come to the United States later 
that year.

Upon entering the United States as refugees, Natheer and 
his children knew minimal English, but now are excellent 
examples of success in both education and skill set. All of 
his children have since graduated from High School and 

Featured Resident Story: 
Natheer Salem

Natheer Salem is a true inspiration for everyone 
and is very passionate about helping others.

continue their many achievements today. One of his sons 
is a supervisor at Urban Corp, where he attended school, 
his other son is a Manager at a Vegas Night Club and his 
daughter is attending Grossmont College.

Inspired by the accomplishments of his children, 
Natheer studies English at El Cajon Adult School, where 
he is part of the student council and has become very 
involved with the community. Natheer is proud that he 
has learned how to better communicate with others in 
English. In 2015, Natheer was awarded his most precious 
victory and became a citizen of the United States. He is 
an outstanding example that it is never too late to start 
learning. 

Natheer continues to be an exceptional role model for his 
children and community by giving back to the country 
which he says “has given him so much” by volunteering 
at the Salvation Army and for Campus Clean-Up at his 
school.

Natheer has been a resident at San Diego Community 
Housing Corporation’s Torrey Apartments in El Cajon 
since 2013. He says, he feels really at home living 
at Torrey Apartments. He appreciates how quiet, 
peaceful, and clean the complex is and enjoys the on-site 
community center, management, and affordability for 
him and his family.

Thank you Natheer for sharing your story with us! 



POLICY UPDATES

SARAH DAWE,  
POLICY CONSULTANT

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website

BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 15SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   May 2017

Coalition Expresses Concerns Over SB 35 

It is a busy time in Sacramento as the end of April marks the deadline for 
bills with a fiscal impact to pass out of policy committees.  One of the 130 
housing bills introduced this year that is getting a lot of attention is SB 
35, a bill introduced by Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) that seeks 
to streamline housing approvals through incentivizing development and 
removing local barriers.

Recently, a coalition of over 40 housing organizations throughout California 
signed a letter to Senator Wiener addressing their concerns over the 
proposed legislation and explaining that unless certain amendments were 
made they would be able to support the legislation moving forward.  The 
authors of the letters explained, “While we appreciate that the bill author 
is trying to find solutions that address the State’s underproduction of 
affordable housing, there is also a crisis of gentrification and resident 
displacement in many urban communities that must be addressed. SB 
35’s By-Right Development approach risks exacerbating the instability 
of communities at risk and undermining affordable housing rather than 
creating added benefit.”

In response to the letter, Senator Wiener penned a pointed response to the 
authors explaining, “I have absolutely no problem with anyone opposing 
or questioning any bill I author. I do, however, have a major problem with 
any person or organization that disseminates misinformation and continues 
to do so even after being repeatedly corrected.”  Senator Wiener went on to 
explain his position and clarify some aspects of the legislation. Senator Toni 
Atkins (D-San Diego) is a principal co-author of the legislation. 
 
CLICK to read the letter. 

THE FEDERAL RESERVE 
BOARD IS ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR 
MEMBERSHIP ON 
THE COMMUNITY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL   
 
The Community Advisory 
Council (CAC) advises the Board 
on issues affecting consumers 
and communities. It serves as a 
mechanism to gather feedback 
and perspectives on a wide 
range of policy matters and 
emerging issues of interest 
to the Board of Governors 
and aligns with the Federal 
Reserve’s mission and current 
responsibilities including, but 
not limited to, implementation 
of the Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA).

Information about the selection 
process, including instructions 
for submitting an application, 
can be found in the Board’s 
Federal Register Notice. 

Applications received on or 
before June 5, 2017, 11:59 
p.m. EST will be considered for 
selection to the CAC for terms 
beginning January 1, 2018.

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://twitdoc.com/upload/dillonliam/Senator-Wiener-4-15-17-letter.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/04/04/2017-06021/solicitation-of-applications-for-membership-on-the-community-advisory-council
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Homelessness Numbers Released
The Regional Taskforce on Homelessness recently 
released the much-anticipated numbers from  
San Diego’s annual homeless point-in-time count.  
According to the report, 9,116 homeless people were 
counted this year, an increase of 5 percent from last 
year.  The homeless population increased by 14 
percent county-wide and 27 percent in downtown  
San Diego.

The report highlighted the increase of homeless 
people around the county, for example, in inland 
north county there was an increase of 11 percent.  
These numbers illustrate the importance of a regional 
approach to a complicated problem.  

While long term goals have been the center of many 
recent discussions around the county, the increases 
have placed increased stress on a system that is 
already stretched thin. Officer Lonny Harper of 
the Oceanside Homeless Outreach Team explained 
to KPBS that lately when he approaches homeless 
people, he has little resources to offer, “There’s no 
hotel/motel vouchers for them…The only shelter in 
North County would be Operation Hope and their 
wait list is many moths long. The wait list for Section 8 
vouchers is seven or eight years, so a lot of the people 
we talk to — they’re put on wait lists.” 

At a press conference on the release of the report, 

Mayor Kevin Faulconer reiterated the importance of 
taking action, “We have to make homelessness our 
number one social service priority across this region.”

Local Organization Announces New 
Initiative to Combat Homelessness 
Deacon Jim Vargas, president and CEO of Father 
Joe’s Villages, recently announced his organization’s 
ambitious plan to produce 2,000 new housing units to 
help alleviate San Diego’s homeless crisis.  The plan is 
estimated to cost $531 million dollars over the course of 
5 years.

The San Diego Union Tribune reports that the plan  
calls for:  

•  760 new permanent housing units for adults and   
 families at St. Vincent de Paul Village and the
 Toussaint Academy site at Fifth Avenue and Ash
 Street for families and youth aging out of foster
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 care; design and permit processing is under way
 with construction beginning on one or more of the
 buildings by the end of next year.

• 1,240 permanent units at about 17 hotels and motels  
 with an average of 75 units each throughout the   
 county, starting with two acquired this year and   
 opening after rehabilitation in the first half of 2018.

Many details of the plan have yet to be released, but 
the plan has already made the discussion around 
homelessness focus on the immense scale of the 
problem.  Housing Federation Executive Director, 
Steve Russell was quoted in the article announcing the 
plan, “Bravo to them for being bold.  Let’s not just take 
tiny nibbles at this problem but try to get to the heart 
of it.”

TOT Proposed Ballot Measure 
One way that San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer 
is looking to increase resources to help address the 
homelessness crisis is through a proposed ballot 
measure that would increase the Transit Occupancy 
Tax (TOT).  This increase would raise funds to expand 
the convention center, repair infrastructure, and 
allocate some money for to help address homelessness.
 
After hours of public comment, the San Diego City 
Council’s Rules Committee recently voted to allow 
the Mayor and the City Attorney to move forward in 

drafting this proposed ballot measure, which will then 
be presented to the full City Council in June.  Some 
opponents of the measure are concerned that the vast 
majority of funds raised would go to the expansion of 
the Convention Center, while a significantly smaller 
amount, an estimated ten million dollars a year, 
would be set aside to help address homelessness.  
Council Democrats have expressed their own concerns 
over the funding breakdown of the measure and 
Councilmember Chris Ward (District 3) has been 
meeting with Mayor Faulconer and other stakeholders 
to see if more money can be allocated for homelessness.

 

Formation of Homelessness  
Select Committee
The Rules Committee of the San Diego City Council 
recently approved the formation of a Select Committee 
on Homelessness, a committee of Councilmembers 
who will receive assistance from staff from the 
offices of the Mayor, the City Attorney, and the 
Independent Budget Analyst.  The committee will 
focus on “clarifying and strengthening the City’s role in 
addressing homelessness. Further detailed discussion 
should be focused on current programs, new programs 
and solutions, funding mechanisms, various City 
departments’ efforts to address homelessness, and 
updating the City’s Comprehensive Homeless Council 
Policy.” 

The San Diego City Council will hold a 
public workshop on the proposal Monday, 
May 22 at 2 PM in the Council Chamber

MAY

22

s
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Assembly Democrats Say Housing 
Is Next Legislative Priority
In a recent press conference, Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon, Assemblymember David Chiu 
(D-San Francisco), Chair of the Assembly Committee 
on Housing and Community Development, and other 
Democrats gathered to restate their commitment to 
pursuing legislative solutions to help ease the pressure 
of California’s housing affordability crisis.  Legislators 
called for a variety of approaches to help address 
housing issues including: creating a permanent source 
of affordable housing funding; pursuing innovative 
ways to address homelessness; streamlining housing 
production, and strengthening the enforcement of the 
state’s existing housing laws.

San Diego Assemblymember Todd Gloria (D) was 
one of the nine legislators present for the press 
conference and recently outlined his legislative 
priorities to address housing issues in California.  At 
the press conference, Assemblymember Gloria noted, 
“California has been plagued by this housing crisis for 
too long, and it has imposed a hardship on too many 
of our residents. It is time that our State Legislature 
comes together to address this problem head on. 
Housing prices have skyrocketed statewide. As a 
result, hardworking Californians have been pushed 
out of their homes, forced to move because of ever 
increasing rent costs, or prevented from entering the 

market. This has to change. Working together with 
my colleagues, I know we can find real solutions to 
not only increase the production of housing units, but 
also make prices more affordable.” 

Assemblymember Gloria also announced the makeup 
of the Assembly Select Committee on Housing 
Affordability for the Middle and Working Class, a 
committee for which he was recently named Chair.  
The Select Committee is a bi-partisan group made 
up of ten additional assemblymembers, including 
another San Diegan, Assemblymember Brian 
Maienschein (R).  The Select Committee will begin 
meeting this year and will hold hearings to examine 
housing-related issues.

Rent Control Legislation Put on Hold
Assemblymember Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica) 
has recently put on hold AB 1506, a bill that would 
have repealed the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing 
Act allowing cities to strengthen tenant protections, 
including rent control, for renters.  The bill received 
significant pushback from the California Apartment 
Association and other groups.

Assemblymember Bloom explained, “While 
numerous factors have contributed to the high cost 
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of housing in California, massive uncontrolled rent 
increases have certainly played a role in diminishing 
the quality of life for many Californians.  However, as 
we have learned from housing experts and advocates 
on both sides of the debate over the last month since 
introducing AB 1506, rent-control policies can be 
complicated. Allotting more time to this issue will 
enable us to construct a policy that is responsible and 
addresses our specific needs today and not of decades 
past.”

Los Angeles Tightens Eviction Rules
The Los Angeles City Council recently voted to tighten 
Ellis Act eviction rules in order to reduce the number 
of evictions and the demolition of rent-controlled 
units. The Ellis Act was brought into place in order 
to allow landlords who were looking to get out of 
the rental business the ability to evict tenants in rent-
controlled apartments, however the act was used by 
many to evict tenants only to build new rental units at 
market rate with little consequences.

Under existing rules in LA, landlords who tore down 
rent-controlled units and replaced them with new 
rental units within 5 years would have to keep the 
entire building under rent control rules OR allot 
20% of the units to be affordable, whichever was the 

lower number of units.  The new rules mandate that 
the landlord must chose the option that results in the 
higher number of rent-controlled or affordable housing 
units.  Proponents of the change believe it will slow the 
rate of evictions and destruction of affordable units, 
from 2001-2016 nearly 22,000 rent-controlled units were 
eliminated under the Ellis Act.
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Uncertainty in Federal Funding 

Uncertainty continues after the initial release of 
President Trump’s proposed budget, which proposes 
a 6 billion dollar cut to the federal Housing and Urban 
Development Department (HUD).  If enacted, this 
cut would greatly reduce funding to help struggling 
families pay their rent, eliminate Community 
Development Block Grants, and end social service 
programs related to homelessness and legal aid.  

In a recent appearance, Housing Secretary Ben Carson 
gave vague reassurances regarding the proposed cuts 
outlined in the budget.

“If you look at various budget stories, it says we’re 
going to eliminate HOME, we’re going to eliminate 
CDBG, this, that and the other.  What you need to 
concentrate on is: The parts of these programs that are 
functioning well — and that are maintaining people 
— are going to be preserved.  There may be a different 
nomenclature. We may not call it the same thing …We 
are clearly going to maintain these programs that are 
going very well.”

In the meantime, the Affordable Housing Online 
website has created a handy tool to see just how the 
proposed HUD cuts would impact each state.   

s

https://affordablehousingonline.com/FY18-HUD-Budget-Cuts
https://affordablehousingonline.com/FY18-HUD-Budget-Cuts
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Promoting Supportive 
Housing through Tax Credits

    The CSH Summit

                                           is just around the    

                                          corner on May 24 – 26.

                                          The CSH Summit is the 

largest supportive housing network and 

conversation in the nation.  Last year's 

Summit attendance maxed out early, so 

click here to make your reservation today!

CSH has just released a new report that builds on 
past assessments of Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) 
policies and examines the strategies Housing Credit 
agencies across the country have adopted to foster  
and encourage supportive housing development 
within QAPs with the Low Income Housing Tax  
Credit (LIHTC/Housing Credit).

Supportive housing – combining affordable housing with services to help people who face complex challenges 
live with stability, autonomy and dignity – is a proven, cost-effective way to end homelessness. By providing 
people who are chronically homeless or have other special needs with a way out of expensive emergency public 
services and back into their own homes and communities, supportive housing not only improves the lives of its 
residents but also generates significant public savings. Communities across the country have identified expanding 
availability of supportive housing as critical to their efforts to end homelessness.

In this report, CSH identifies a variety of innovative Housing Credit policy approaches to supportive housing, 
including examples in each of the following categories:

• Threshold requirements

• Credit set-asides

• Scoring incentives

• Commitment of Housing Credit agency resources

• Prioritizing and defining supportive housing 

CLICK to download the full report.

http://www.cvent.com/events/csh-summit-2017/event-summary-d9d0e28c7b114adbb0d1537c5f6907b5.aspx
http://www.csh.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2016-QAP-Report-Final-3-24-17.pdf
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JOB POSTINGS AND RFP 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Reach the best and brightest in the 
Affordable Housing industry. Submit 
your job postings & announcements 
to Sarah.

County of San Diego Health  
& Human Services Agency 
The County is seeking Statements of Qualifications 
(“SOQs”) from well-qualified development teams 
for the opportunity to enter into a long-term ground 
lease with the County for the development of two 
parcels (“Site”) consisting of County Parcel 2014-
0210-B (approximately 8,581 square feet) and County 
Parcel 2014-0210-C (approximately 16,989 square 
feet), located in the vibrant Little Italy neighborhood 
of Downtown San Diego. Capable, experienced and 
creative development teams are invited to submit 
SOQs regarding their development expertise, past 
success with developing similar projects, financial 
capabilities and other pertinent information to enable 
the County to identify a list of qualified development 
teams for the Site for further consideration of specific 
development proposals.

This solicitation will consist of two phases, a Request 
for Statement of Qualifications (“RFSQ”) phase 
followed by a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) phase. 
The solicitation is intended to identify and engage 
a development team that has a demonstrated track 
record and capacity to successfully design, entitle, 
build, finance and operate a mixed-use, Class-A 
multi-family project with an affordable senior citizen 
housing component on a portion of the Site.

Click to Learn More
 

The San Diego Housing Commission 
The Commission is seeking A Housing Programs 
Manager to support the efforts of the SDHC Asset 
Management Department. SDHC’s Asset Management 
Group is responsible for the following:

• Manage the overall property performance for the
 portfolio, with the goal of maximizing the value
 and operational efficiencies of the properties,   
 ensuring programmatic compliance is achieved and  
 the owner’s objectives are met.
• Collecting, maintaining and reporting information  
 on the financial and operational performance of the  
 portfolio;
• Coordinating information flows to other parts of the  
 SDHC;
• Management of asset insurance, ground leases,   
 commercial leases and real estate taxes;
• Ensure the financial performance of the asset   
 consistent with lender and investor objectives and  
 project underwriting.
• Manage and oversee new real estate acquisitions in  
 concert with the project management team
• Addressing and resolving problem situations;
• Identifying opportunities and managing
 SDHC decisions about disposition, expansion and  
 recapitalization;
• Monitor all aspects of an LIHTC portfolio

Click for the full job description

Housing California has publicly  
posted three open positions, click 

each to lean more. 

Events Manager

Legislative Advocate -  
Homelessness and Public Benefits

Operations Manager

mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general_services/Real_Estate/RFP/RES_RFSQ_CedarKettner042017.html
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/SAN1012SDHC/JobBoard/6460d382-d7ef-28a2-34b3-aba9ea61213d/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=a840dac9-3ec3-4589-9efc-07f78b54f469
https://media.wix.com/ugd/87bdf3_5826b6b68018414a99d3e04f6ca83a46.pdf
https://media.wix.com/ugd/87bdf3_4a43e52a700247d88c62e4aa385fdcd2.pdf
https://media.wix.com/ugd/87bdf3_4a43e52a700247d88c62e4aa385fdcd2.pdf
https://media.wix.com/ugd/87bdf3_7f5c087f5784475cb728c838f27e1025.pdf
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A SDHF 
MEMBER

SDHF  
JOB BOARD
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WANTED:  
NEW MEMBERS! 

Now is a great time to talk to your business 
colleagues and vendor partners about the 
strides the San Diego Housing Federation 

has made for the affordable housing 
industry. Growing our membership builds 
the strength of our organization and our 

expands our influence. 

Who can you invite to the  
Annual Ruby Awards on June 1?

http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/contact-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
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