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September 17, 2019 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California 
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  Request for Signature on AB 1486 (Ting): Surplus Land Act 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
The San Diego Housing Federation respectfully requests your signature on AB 1486 (Ting), supported 
by two-thirds of the Legislature, which will create more affordable homes for our communities by 
clarifying and strengthening key provisions of the Surplus Land Act. 
 
Founded in 1990, the San Diego Housing Federation (SDHF) serves as the collective voice of those 
who support, build and finance affordable homes in the San Diego region.  
 
Surplus Land Act: Turning unused public land into public good 
 
Redeveloping unused public land can create more affordable homes throughout the state and advance 
California’s environmental and economic goals by increasing affordable infill development near 
transit and jobs. 
 
We applaud your administration’s position that the State needs to promote housing production 
especially affordable housing on its surplus publicly-owned sites. AB 1486 acts much like your 
Executive Order N-06-19 on state-owned surplus sites by for land owned by local government 
agencies. Specifically, AB 1486 will provide much needed clarity and enforcement for the Surplus 
Land Act (Government Code §54220 et seq.) that requires all local agencies to prioritize affordable 
housing, as well as parks and open space, when disposing of surplus land by giving first right of 
refusal to organizations and agencies that agree to use sites for affordable housing or park and open 
space. 
 
Through clarifying and enforcing the Surplus Land Act AB 1486 will facilitate the construction of 
thousands of affordable homes statewide. 
 
AB 1486 bill will improve enforcement of the Surplus Land Act so California can more efficiently 
transform unused public lands into a public good by increasing affordable housing and open space. 
The bill includes important clarifications and critical fixes to strengthen the Surplus Land Act and 
expand the land that is available for affordable housing development across the state through the 
following changes: 
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• Clarifies Critical Provisions of the Surplus Land Act 

o Clarifies the definition of “surplus” land and what it means to grant “priority” to 
affordable housing proposals. 

o Clarifies that the existing 15% minimum affordability requirement applies whenever 
surplus public land is used for residential development. 

 
• Provides Data and Facilitate Enforcement of the Act 

o Ensures that no opportunity to develop surplus public lands into affordable housing 
falls through the cracks by requiring local agencies to issue notices of availability when 
seeking to dispose of surplus sites and HCD to post those notices on its website. 

o Empowers HCD to enforce the Surplus Land Act by giving it the authority to review 
dispositions of surplus sites and fine noncompliant agencies or refer them to the 
Attorney General’s office. 

 
AB 1486 affirms the state’s commitment to affordable housing production while providing HCD 
with significant time to implement the law 
 
The Legislature has lifted up this Administration’s priority to produce more affordable housing, and 
re-affirmed through AB 1486 that “…housing is of vital statewide importance…and that the provision 
of a decent home and a suitable living environment for every Californian is a priority of the highest 
order.” In response to concerns of DOF, we have taken careful consideration and steps to address and 
resolve issues related to former Redevelopment Agencies and HCD’s workload as follows. 
 
AB 1486 explicitly exempts from the Surplus Land Act any former redevelopment sites that had an 
associated disposition under the Long Range Property Management Plans (LRPMP) approved by DOF 
(that is if they have a governmental use or are being sold to a specific entity) and only subjects those 
sites that do not have a specific use or buyer mentioned in the LRPMP.  Further, AB 1486 delays 
implementation of the bill’s provisions on any former redevelopment site that is disposed of prior to 
December 31, 2022. This surgical application of the Act to just sites that do not have a specific buyer or 
use ensures that RDAs can continue with their orderly dissolution while applying the Act to sites that 
are truly surplus. 
 
DOF is also concerned that this bill will increase the Department of Housing & Community 
Development’s (HCD) workload. The bill accounts for the increase workload by delaying the 
implementation to allow HCD one full calendar year to secure the budget and staffing it requires to 
enforce this 51-year old law. This delay represents a reasonable compromise and balances the 
Department’s fiscal constrains while recognizing the need for expediency in government in the midst 
of California’s worst affordable housing crisis. 
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Finally, we are thrilled that AB 1486 provides a strong tool to achieve this Administration’s ambitious 
and urgent goals of more affordable housing production at scale. We are pleased to deliver this 
opportunity with the support of over 2/3rds of lawmakers and widespread consensus that public land 
should benefit the public good. 
 
For these reasons, we respectfully request your signature on AB 1486. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen Russell 
Executive Director 

 


