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September 17, 2019 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Request Signature on AB 1763 (Chiu): Affordable Housing Enhanced Density Bonus  
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
On behalf of the San Diego Housing Federation, I respectfully request your signature on 
Assembly Bill 1763, which will reduce barriers to developing affordable housing. Founded in 
1990, the San Diego Housing Federation (SDHF) serves as the collective voice of those who 
support, build and finance affordable homes in the San Diego region.   
 
While we have made progress over the last two years in addressing the housing and 
homelessness crises, there are still many steep challenges and barriers to building homes for 
people surviving on low and moderate-incomes. AB 1763 will allow an affordable housing 
developer to build at higher densities, reducing costs, increasing transit ridership, and 
producing thousands of additional affordable homes each year. 
 
AB 1763 would allow projects that provide 80% of the units for households at or below 80% 
AMI and 20% of the units for households at or below 120% AMI, to seek an 80% density bonus 
and an additional incentive or concession under the state’s Density Bonus Law (Government 
Code Section 65915). If the affordable housing development is also within one-half mile of a 
major transit stop, a local government shall not impose any maximum controls on density and 
shall provide an additional increase in height of up to three stories (33 feet). The bill would also 
remove any parking requirements for supportive housing and special needs housing. 
 
This bill has enjoyed bipartisan support in both houses and passed the Assembly 61-12 and the 
Senate 28-11. It has support from local governments, planners, developers, and social justice 
advocates. It has no cost to the state.  
 
As you have noted many times, housing affordability is the issue that impacts our communities 
more than any other. It is the foundation of an affordable home that allows each of us to care for 
our families; to be able to get ready to each day and to go our jobs; to live with dignity. AB 1763 
is an important step to help us meet your goal of building 3.5 million new homes by 2025. 
We respectfully request your signature on AB 1763. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

San Diego’s Voice for Affordable Housing 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Stephen Russell 
Executive Director 
 


