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Submitted via email: JeRae.Bailey@sdcounty.ca.gov 
 
Re: Inclusionary Housing and General Plan Amendments, Hearing Date 06/28/2018 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission: 
 
On behalf of the San Diego Housing Federation, I am writing to express our support for requiring an 
affordable housing component as a part of general plan amendments within the jurisdiction of the 
County of San Diego, including several General Plan amendments being heard in the coming months.  
 
According to the County’s General Plan Housing Element for the current cycle through 2020, there is a 
need for 22,412 residential units. Of these units, 3,670 units are needed for very-low and low-income 
households. To meet these needs, the housing element includes several policies. Among them, the 
Goals and Policies component of the Housing Element identifies “Affordable Housing through 
General Plan Amendments” as a policy to meet the range of housing needs for County residents. This 
policy (H-1.9) requires that developers provide an affordable housing component when requesting a 
General Plan amendment for a large-scale residential project when legally permissible. Since the 
passage of AB 1505 last year clarifying the legislative intent in regard to inclusionary housing 
ordinances such a request is fully legal.    
 
Consistent with the County of San Diego’s RHNA figures, we suggest that the County request that 15 
percent of housing built by granting of a General Plan amendment be deed-restricted as affordable to 
very-low and low-income households. Such a requirement is legally allowable, consistent with the 
stated goals and policies of the Housing Element, and equates to nearly the percentage of low-income 
units needed as a percentage of overall housing need in the County of San Diego.  
 
We thank you for consideration of these comments and look forward to working with you to increase 
and preserve the County’s supply of affordable homes.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen Russell 
Executive Director 
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