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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

celebratory air at 
this year’s event 
that reflected the 
recent victories in 
Sacramento.

This celebratory mood was especially palpable in the 
moment that Assemblymember Brian Maienschein 
ascended to the stage amidst a standing ovation 
to introduce our keynote speaker, Mayor Darrell 
Steinberg. The Mayor and former State Senator Pro 
Tem recounted his legislative career in housing, and 
the story he told us was a family history for everyone 
in the room. The story laid out the long arc of our 
movement, and in his retelling Steinberg suggested 
that Maienschein’s critical vote showed us that there 
was still room in our nation for actions for the greater 
good that transcend narrow political interests. It was a 
message that we badly needed to hear.

In the weeks since the conference the celebratory air 
was quickly replaced by a cold chill that came in from 
Washington as if from a door carelessly left open in a 
storm. But to an organized community like ours, the 
crazy talk in Washington is a challenge, not a threat. 
The discussions surrounding “tax reform” in Congress 
have had a bracing effect on our community, rekindling 

The theme for this year’s conference could not 
have been more appropriate for the times. Even as 
this newsletter goes to press, the entire affordable 
housing sector is anxiously watching the slow-motion 
train wreck that passes for a legislative process in 
Washington these days. Faced with fundamental 
uncertainties about the framework of our entire 
community, affordable housing advocates are on alert 
and working together to make our voice heard in the 
capitol. Standing firm, indeed.

This issue of your newsletter is dedicated to reviewing 
our annual Affordable Housing and Community 
Development Conference, held this year on October 25 
& 26. Both by the numbers and in terms of content, we 
deem this one a success — and your reviews confirm 
that. Many thanks are due to the many presenters who 
organized panels and presented to their peers the best 
of what our sector does. 

Each year this event gathers together the full range 
of practitioners who serve in the field. Whether 
for networking, deal making, skill-sharpening, or 
connecting with friends and colleagues, the conference 
is a major part of what the Federation does and what 
we stand for.  Despite the chaos in Washington, or 
perhaps in a sustained act of resistance to it, there was a 

Standing Firm on Shifting Sands

SDHF Executive Director Steve Russell 
joins Mayor Darrell Steinberg and 
Assemblymember Brian Maienschein.
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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

WE ARE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATIVE OF  
YOUR SUPPORT

Every dollar helps to support SDHF’s 
education, advocacy and outreach 

work so that our region has the 
resources, talent and power it needs to 

create and preserve more affordable 
homes for San Diegans who are 
struggling to make it – working 

families, returning veterans, senior 
citizens and neighbors living with 

mental or physical disability. 

DONATE NOW
Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

alliances, focusing our thoughts, and steeling our 
determination to act.

And we have not been idle. Through the course of 
this year, the Federation has conducted polling to 
determine whether the City or County of San Diego 
are ready to pass the kinds of housing measures 
passed a year ago in San Mateo, Santa Clara, Alameda, 
and Los Angeles. Our polling in May told us that a 
majority of the County electorate was in support of 
a big local housing measure, but just short of the 2/3 
required to pass a special tax. The voters in the City 
of San Diego, however, showed more of a willingness 
to raise local revenues. A subsequent poll, conducted 
in early November, showed even stronger numbers: 
73% of likely voters were willing to support a $900 
million bond measure to provide housing for low-wage 
working families, seniors, veterans, people living with 
disabilities, and the homeless.

We’ve analyzed the numbers and begun sharing them 
with potential partners and stakeholders.  It’s early 
in the process, but we may well be sponsoring a local 
measure in the City of San Diego in 2018.  So in addition 
to working as part of a coalition to pass the statewide 
$4 billion Veterans Homes and Jobs Act, we may be 
working hard to pass our own homegrown measure 
to complement it. We will fight for the programs that 
are threatened at the federal level, but we will also 
prepare to deal with our needs on our own terms here 
in California and at the local level.

We will face this present storm with determination. We 
will resolve to act together to raise the resources we need 
to house our most vulnerable citizens. And we will find 
creative ways to move forward even when the headwinds 
of national politics would push us back.

We will do this regardless of and even in defiance of a 
Congress acting in gross dereliction of their duty.

Standing firm, indeed.

Kudos to my dedicated team who worked tirelessly to produce this 
year's successful Conference and Pre-Conference Institutes. 

http://housingsandiego.org/product/donate-now/
mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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FEDERATION EVENTS

SARAH BUCHANAN MIRABELLI 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

For questions related to events, 
membership or volunteering, please 
contact: Sarah Buchanan Mirabelli 

THANK YOU!
Every year, the Affordable Housing and Community 
Development Conference and Pre-Conference 
Institutes bring developers, financers, elected officials, 
service providers, residents and other housing 
professionals together to learn more about affordable 
housing, housing policy and emerging trends in the 
field. This year’s Conference was our most successful 
yet. With more than 520 attendees during the two 
days and more than 22 workshops to choose from, 
there was no shortage of education and enrichment.

The 2017 Conference theme was “Standing Firm on 
Shifting Sands: New Ideas for Challenging Times,” 
which focused on finding new ways to create safe, 
affordable and inclusive communities in today’s 
turbulent political and economic environment.

Day one consisted of the Pre-Conference Institutes. 
There were two tracks offered this day: RSSN Institute 

Photo caption: (L to R) Laura Nunn, SDHF Policy Director, Jose 
Gutierrez, SDHF Intern, Ginger Hitzke, Hitzke Development, 
Racquel Vasquez, Mayor of Lemon Grove, Tracey Davis, 
Wakeland Development, Steve Russell, SDHF Executive 
Director, Sarah Buchanan Mirabelli, SDHF Director of Events & 
Membership and Blake Nachtsheim, SDHF Research Assistant
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and Fundamentals of Affordable Housing Institute. 
The Fundamentals of Affordable Housing Institute 
was broken into two parts. The morning Introductory 
Track, provided attendees with an overview of 
affordable housing development, finance and 
operations, while the afternoon Intermediate Track 
focused on the basics of developing and financing 
affordable rental housing. This served as a primer for 
those who attended the next day’s Conference. 

The RSSN Institute, designed and implemented by 
the Resident Services Support Network (RSSN) in 
conjunction with the San Diego Housing Federation, 
brought together a wide array of successful Resident 
Service professionals and providers. This day-long 
intensive learning event offered essential training, 
support, and networking opportunities around key 
and relevant topics related to providing programming 
in affordable housing communities. The Keynote 

FEDERATION EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE!

We are thrilled to be hosting you 
once again at our 2018 Affordable 
Housing and Community 
Development Conference and 
Pre-Conference Institutes at the 
Marriott Marquis and Marina  
on October 3 and 4.

Photo captions: Top Left; Volunteers greeted the Pre-Conference 
Institute attendees. 

Top Right: Conference participants were encouraged to offer their 
personal reflection of what "Home is..."

Bottom: (L to R) Rickie Brown, City Heights CDC Elizabeth 
Reyes, Miriam Rodriguez, Anabel Sanchez, Community 
HousingWorks, Joyce Roberts, Laura Nunn, SDHF, Stephen 
Russell, SDHF, Maria Hernandez, Lisa Hershey, Executive 
Director of Housing California
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FEDERATION EVENTS

Speaker this year was Racquel Vasquez, 
Mayor of Lemon Grove, who gave an 
inspiring presentation on her journey to 
success and what it takes to be an effective 

community leader. The Pre-Conference Institute 
is the culmination of a 2017 RSSN Training Series 
of monthly workshops providing certification for 
those who attend five of the eight workshops and the 

Institute. This year, we are proud to say, we graduated 
our 80th person in the program. 

The second day focused on various aspects of the 
affordable housing industry in Southern California. 
Workshops covered a wide range of topics from 
housing market trends to prefabricated housing to 
community engagement and support. The day was 

Conference attendees and industry experts 
gathered for a day of thought-provoking 
conversations and informative workshop sessions.
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FEDERATION EVENTS

built around our two Keynote speakers, Shamus Roller, 
President of the National housing Law Project and 
Mayor of the City of Sacramento, Darrell Steinberg. 
Both of whom inspired us to rise up and take positive 
action in our communities. 

Throughout the day, attendees were given the 
opportunity to choose which workshop they would 
like to attend and browse through the exhibit hall with 
35 exhibitors, as well as network between workshops. 
The evening rounded out with a great Post-Conference 
Reception in the exhibit hall with libations and live 
music from Mike Officer. 

Thank you to those who attended the Conference in 
any portion and to our wonderful keynote speakers, 
workshop speakers, generous sponsors and residents 
who made this a successful event and year! 

Mayor of the City of Sacramento, Darrell Steinberg was inspiring 
as the Keynote Speaker challenging Conference attendees to take 
positive action in the community. 

Industry colleagues 
enjoyed opportunities 
to network at the VIP 
Reception and Post 
Conference Reception.
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FEDERATION EVENTS

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS SPONSORS
We rely on the support of these 

organizations to produce the 
quality programming our members 
have come to expect from SDHF's 

Annual Conference and  
Pre-Conference Institutes.

It is never too early to show your 
support by securing a sponsorship 
package for our 2018 programming. 

  — EXHIBIT SPONSORS —
Abode Communities

Advantage Environmental  
Consultants

Baldwin & Sons
Banner Bank 

Basis Architecture &  
Consulting Inc

California Community  
Reinvestment Corporation (CCRC)

CalPFA
Century Housing Corporation

EMG
Enterprise Community Partners

Everyday Energy
Foundation for Form

FPI Management
Marsh & McLennan Insurance Agency LLC 

Merritt Community Capital Corp.
National Community Renaissance

Pacific Southwest Community Development Corporation
Project Access
SCS Engineers

Stryker Slev Law Group
WNC

— SUPPORTER SPONSORS —
BRIDGE Housing

California Housing Partnership Corporation (CHPC)
California Tax Credit Allocation Committee

Housing Development Partners
Jamboree Housing Corporation
Keyser Marston Associates, Inc.

Las Palmas
Novogradac

Rodriguez Associates Architects
San Diego Habitat for Humanity

Suffolk Construction

— TOTE BAG SPONSOR —
MFRG-ICON Construction

For questions related to sponsorships, 
please contact: Sarah Buchanan Mirabelli 
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FEDERATION EVENTS
Home Is...

Join us for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres while you 
network with colleagues, members, and friends. Help 
us celebrate our successful year and look forward to 
2018 with a special tribute to our volunteers. We look 
forward to seeing you there! Tax deductible donations 
will be accepted at the door.

As part of our holiday celebration, 
we will recognize the 2017 
Volunteer of the Year, Rickie Brown 
for her outstanding commitment 
and support of the San Diego 
Housing Federation. 

Rickie Brown works with City Heights CDC, but her 
actions go far and beyond her role at work. She is 
currently the manager of the Hollywood Palms and 
Casa del Sol apartment complexes. She is a renter 

in City Heights and dedicates herself to provide 
resources, and safe and secure housing for her 
residents. Rickie has advocated locally & statewide 
bringing strong attention to the housing crisis as 
well as utility policy injustices through her ability to 
passionately present to Sacramento representatives, 
senators and legislators. Rickie fights for affordable 
housing and to abate power shut offs as she does not 
want any of her residents homeless or in the dark. 
SDHF is proud to have her represent us as a volunteer 
at our events every year, as she exemplifies what 
it means to be passionate, kind and hard-working. 
Congratulations Rickie on your 2017 Volunteer of the 
Year Award!

2017 San Diego Housing
Federation Annual Holiday Party

Tuesday, December 5, 5:30 - 8:30 pm
The Lafayette Hotel

2223 El Cajon Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92104The San Diego Housing Federation is once 
again participating in #GivingTuesday 
which will fall on Tuesday, November 28, 
2017, a global day dedicated to giving. We 
encourage you to join the movement and 
visit www.givingtuesday.org to learn more 
about how you can make a difference.

Share on Instagram, Facebook 
or Twitter with the following 
hashtags:  #Homeis
#GivingTuesday

This year, we are fortunate to have a match 
campaign courtesy of San Diego Interfaith 
Housing Foundation that will match every 
dollar donated up to $4,000.

All donations are tax deductible. Every dollar counts!  

Thank you for your support! We look forward to a great 2018!

Watch your email 
for our End of Year 

campaign. Each 
week a different 

colleague or 
resident details 

what "Home is..." 
personally means  

to them.

s

HOPE  $25 ENGAGE  $50

INSPIRE  $100 EMPOWER  $250

http://www.givingtuesday.org
http://housingsandiego.org/product/25-donation/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/50-donation/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/100-donation/
http://housingsandiego.org/product/250-donation/
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MEMBER NEWS

(The Association For Community Housing Solutions) TACHS
Advantage Environmental Consultants LLC
Affordable Housing Advocates
Chelsea Investment Corporation
City Heights Community Development Corporation
City of Escondido Housing Division
City of San Diego
City of Vista
City Real Estate Advisors (CREA)
CIVIC San Diego
Community HousingWorks
Foundation for Affordable Housing
FPI Management, Inc.
Innovative Housing Opportunities
Interfaith Community Services
Jamboree Housing Corp.
La Jolla Coin
Las Palmas Housing
Nico Calavita
Novogradac & Company LLP
Pacific Southwest Community Development Corporation
San Diego Community Housing Corporation
San Diego County Apartment Association
Solari Enterprises, Inc
Susan Baldwin
SVDP Management, Inc.
The John Stewart Company
Thomas Theisen

Thank you to our new and  
renewing members:

JOIN A COMMITTEE TODAY

SDHF WANTS YOU!
Much of San Diego Housing Federation’s work 
is accomplished through committees and work 
groups which are open to all members. These 
groups of volunteers and their staff liaisons 
provide analysis, ideas, and recommendations 
that are forwarded to the Board of Directors. 
Frequently, they are tasked with implementing 
recommendations as well. All current members 
and staff of current member organizations in 
good standing are encouraged to participate in 
San Diego Housing Federation Committees.

We are currently looking for committee 
members for the following committees:

• Marketing and Outreach Committee
• Education Committee 
• 2018 Ruby Awards Committee
• 2018 Annual Conference Committee

To sign up for a committee or if you have 
questions regarding other volunteer 
opportunities, please contact Sarah Buchanan 
Mirabelli, Director or Events and Membership. 

Click here for more information regarding the 
committees.

 
Win an award? Hosting a ribbon-
cutting reception? Breaking ground 
on a new project? SDHF is great 
resource to share your good news 
with industry colleagues. Simply 
email Sarah with a press release and 
any appropriate images — we will 
look for an opportunity to share 
through our website, weekly brief  
or monthly  
newsletter.

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
WITH US, AND WE 

WILL SHARE IT WITH 
YOUR FEDERATION 

COLLEAGUES 

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/committees-2/
mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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Residents United Network 
On October 5th, the San Diego Residents United Network (RUN) convened for the second time this year. More 
than 60 RUN participants, current and new, received training at these regional meetings on voter engagement and 
registration, and the legislative process. The regional meeting included a segment known as “There Oughta Be a Law,” 
in which participants came up with ideas for new bills. Each region picked their top three ideas, and RUN chose its 
priorities from these ideas during the RUN Summit on November 1st-3rd. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the regional meetings. 2018 is going to be a busy RUN year because of 
an affordable housing bond campaign. Stay tuned to learn more about RUN priorities for 2018. CLICK for more 
information on the Residents United Network.

RUN at the Conference
This year RUN is happy to be expanding their reach at the 2017 Affordable Housing and Community Development 
Conference and Pre-Conference Institutes. At the Pre-Conference Institutes the Residents United Network 
participated as a Resource Table at the Resident Services Institute, informing affordable housing service providers 
about the successful advocacy work being done at a statewide and local level. During the Conference, RUN leaders 
and organizers conducted a workshop titled “California’s Residents United Network- How Residents Are Changing the 
Discourse." The workshop highlighted what regional organizations, developers, organizers and advocates can do 
in 2018 to transform our industry into a strong affordable housing movement in California. This interactive session 
stimulated and enliven as well as educated people on how they can undertake this work and win. RUN highlighted 
what successful programs they are already doing, the challenges and the reward.
 

RUN NEWS

San Diego RUN traveled to the Bay Area for the 
statewide RUN Summit in early November.

https://www.housingca.org/residents-united-network-run
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RSSN NEWS

RSSN Institute Recap
Held on Wednesday, October 25th, at the Marriott 
Marquis, SDHF hosted the Pre-Conference Institute 
for RSSN as a culmination of a 2017 RSSN Training 
Series of monthly workshops providing certification 
for those who attend five of the eight workshops 
and the Institute. This year, more than 80 service 
providers attend this day-long intensive learning 
event that offered essential training, support, and 
networking opportunities around key and relevant 
topics related to providing programming in 
affordable housing communities. We are proud to 
say, we graduated our 80th person in the program.

Ginger Hitzke from Hitzke Development, passed 
the torch to this year’s inspiring Keynote Speaker 
and Mayor of Lemon Grove, Racquel Vasquez. In 
2016, community members of Lemon Grove asked 
her to run for Mayor of Lemon Grove. She took an 
oath of office on January 5, 2017, thus making her the 
first African American Female Mayor elected in San 
Diego County. Racquel presented on her journey to 
success and how to be an effective leader. She is an 
example of the change that that can happen when a 
community unifies for a greater cause.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2017 
RESIDENT SERVICES CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM GRADUATION CLASS!

Helen Bariamichael
Interfaith Housing 
Assistance Corporation

Linda Sue Beagle 
San Diego Community 
Housing Corporation

Diana Bustos 
Pacific Southwest 
Community Development 
Corporation

Tracey Davis
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Alejandro Garcia
Project Access

Daniela Gonzalez
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Kalisha Haywood 
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Leticia Leal 
City Heights Community 
Development Corporation

Andrea Lelham 
Pacific Southwest 
Community Development 
Corporation
 
Rafael Monroy  
MAAC Project 

Norma Olivares 
 Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Cindy Post 
Pacific Southwest 
Community Development 
Corporation

Casandra Powell 
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Desiree Tachiki-Lopez 
Embrace

Gayle Vincent 
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation

Chelsea White 
Project AccessRSSN attendees pose with Keynote Speaker and 

Mayor of Lemon Grove, Racquel Vasquez before a 
full day of intensive training.
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Thank you to our 2017 Resident 
Services Support Network Advisory 
Committee:

Helen Bariamichael 
Interfaith Housing Assistance Corporation

Diana Bustos 
Pacific Southwest Community Development 
Corporation

Tracy Canepa 
Embrace/Foundation For Affordable Housing

Tracey Davis 
Wakeland Housing and Development Corporation

Kimberley Grady 
San Diego Community Housing Corporation

Leticia Leal 
City Heights Community Development Corporation

Rafael Monroy 
John Adams Manor (PJAM)/MAAC Project

Shannon Roark 
Wakeland Housing and Development Corporation 

RSSN NEWS

2018 PLANNING BEGINS!

The Resident Services Support Network 
Advisory Committee is looking forward in 
planning the 2018 Resident Services Training 
Series. CLICK or more information on 
Resident Services Support Network.

This year, RSSN was happy to expand their reach 
and invite community organizations to be part of the 
Resident Services Institute. 

Special thank you to our great Resource Tables! 

 • CALFresh
 • CoveredCA
 • Earned Income Tax Credit
 • Legal Aid of Society of San Diego
 • Residents United Network

http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
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On September 12th, 25 service providers 
joined The San Diego Housing Federation 
for the last workshop in the 2017 
Resident Services Training Series called 
“Combating Your Own Bias: We all have 
them, so what do we do now?” The series 
was designed to provide specialized and 
introductory training for professionals 
in the field of Resident Services within 
Affordable Housing. 

Our service providers joined us for an opportunity to 
grow in awareness of their own biases. We discussed 
biases that we might not be aware of and ways to 
navigate your individual biases within the workplace. 

Two of our Resident Services Support Network 
(RSSN) Advisors, Helen Bariamichael from Interfaith 
Housing Assistance Corporation and Leticia Leal 
from City Heights Community Development 
Corporation, paved a way at the beginning of the 
training for members to feel safe to discuss a difficult 
topic. Both lead interactive activities that allowed staff 

RSSN NEWS 

to learn through what they had experienced. In the 
end, we discussed ways to consciously identify your 
own biases to best partner with their organization’s 
mission. CLICK to access Helen and Leticia’s 
presentation can be found here.

This was the training day of the year-long training 
series program before the 2017 Resident Service 
Institute and Certification Program on October 25th. 
CLICK here for more information on Pre-Conference 
Institutes.

Combating Your Own Bias 
Presented as Final Workshop 
of 2017 Series

Stay tuned for the 2018 Resident 
Service Institute and Certification 
Program. Visit us online for more 
information on the Resident Services 
Support Network.

RSSN members attended the 
final workshop in the 2017 
series to discuss the difficult 
topic of combating bias.

http://housingsandiego.org/rssn-combating-your-own-bias/
http://housingsandiego.org/events-training/affordable-housing-institute/
http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
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RESIDENT NEWS 

Kelly Inman’s goal was to raise her daughter in a safe 
and affordable community. Kelly and her two-year-
old daughter, Kristen, had lived in a long term shelter 
and later in a tiny studio apartment. As her daughter 
grew older, she realized their apartment was too 
small and began looking for other options. As a single 
mother living on disability, her options were limited 
in San Diego. Kelly applied to every affordable 
housing wait list she could find and was told the 
wait was an upward of five years. A year later she 
received a call that there was an apartment available 
in downtown San Diego. Kelly was thrilled.

“Ten Fifty B Street Apartments has offered me 
everything I have ever dreamed of for my daughter,” 
Kelly said. “The apartments are spacious and clean 
unlike many places we had lived at in the past”.  
Kelly says she loves that it feels like a community. 
“My daughter and I have friends here. Kristen has 
play dates on the beautiful terraces."

Kelly and Kristen enjoy the many programs resident 
services offers. From holiday socials, workshops to 

Featured Resident Story: 
Kelly Inman
Resident of Ten Fifty B Street Apartments, 
Embrace/Foundation for Affordable Housing

Meet Kelly Inman and her daughter Kristen,
resident of Ten Fifty B Street Apartments, Embrace/
Foundation for Affordable Housing.

afterschool and summer programs, Kelly and Kristen 
try to participate in everything.  “This last summer 
Kristen attended the free summer program for resident 
children where she socialized, learned and played. This 
was an amazing experience for her, and it gave me a 
little time to get things done around the house,” Kelly 
said.  Ten Fifty B Street is near public transportation 
and is convenient for Kelly to take her daughter to 
school. They can hop on the trolley for day trip or walk 
to Balboa Park to explore.  “We have access to almost 
everything here."

Kelly feels she has found her long term home that is 
safe, clean, convenient, and community orientated. 
“I love how safe it is here…we all look out for each 
other. We take care of each other”.  Kelly emphasized 
that management and maintenance staff “really care 
and want to get things done for you…the building is 
always kept clean and management is really invested 
in our community."

Living here has provided Kelly the opportunity to get 
back on her feet and to begin healing.  “I can provide 
a place to live, food and resources for my daughter 
and that was my goal”.  Looking to the future Kelly 
hopes she can work again one day. She is building 
her confidence and her stability and getting healthier. 
Having a safe, affordable place to call home has helped 
Kelly tremendously with her healing. 
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POLICY UPDATES

LAURA NUNN 
SDHF POLICY DIRECTOR

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website

Each year, SDHF’s Annual Affordable Housing & 
Community Development conference serves as a place 
to reflect on the policy achievements and challenges 
over the past year as well as set goals and objectives 
for advocacy in the year ahead. This year’s conference 
was certainly no exception. Following the passage of 
the “housing package” of legislation, including SB 2, 
to create a dedicated source of revenue for affordable 
housing, and SB 3, the Veterans and Affordable 
Housing Bond Act for consideration by voters in 2018, 
in addition to a dozen other bills aimed at addressing 
California’s housing crisis, the landscape for housing 
development will look significantly different next year 
– for the better! 

Panelists at the workshop “New State Housing Bills 
and How They Might Help Your Project Get Approved” 
explored these new laws and what they mean for 
affordable housing in the years ahead. In addition to 
creating implementation guidelines for new revenues 
available from SB 2, there will also be a lot of work 
at the state and local level to bring jurisdictions into 
compliance with new laws that seek to spur housing 

production and reduce the impact of NIMBYism on 
delaying or denying new developments.  

Speaking of the local level, following the successful 
passage of affordable housing measures in the Bay 
Area and Los Angeles, panelists at the workshop “How 
It’s Done – Winning Local Affordable Housing Revenue 
Measures” shared their experiences in putting together 
winning campaigns and building the coalitions and 
support needed to surpass the stringent two-thirds 
voter threshold for revenue measures. Sharon Cornu 
of Non-Profit Housing Association of Northern 
California (NPH) described the efforts in Santa Clara 
and Alameda County. Among the many campaign 
components that led to passage of the measures, 
Sharon spoke of the significance and impact of the 
advocacy of the Residents United Network (RUN), 
of which SDHF is partner. Examining how such a 
measure could come together in San Diego, Tom 
Shepard of Shepard & Associates and SDHF Executive 

Policy Achievements and 
Challenges of the Past Year 
Discussed and Debated 
at the SDHF Conference

Sharon Cornu of Nonprofit Housing of Northern California 
shares how to win a local housing measure.

s

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
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POLICY UPDATES

Director, Stephen Russell, discussed what components 
of an affordable housing measure would be crucial to 
passage and the important role that SDHF and partner 
organizations would play in bringing the measure to 
the finish line. 

While afternoon sessions focused on local and 
statewide advocacy, the day’s workshops began that 
morning with a call for action at the federal level. At 
the “Outlook on Federal Housing Policy in a Trump and 
Republican Washington” workshop, Matt Schwartz 
of the California Housing Partnership presented on 
the different budget scenarios being discussed on 
the hill and what their impacts would be on critical 
affordable housing programs. The more pressing issue 
at hand, though, was the release of the framework 
and timeline for passage of tax reform legislation. In 
good news, the 9 percent Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit had been protected. In potentially devastating 
and damaging news, private activity bonds, which 
include the 4 percent Low Income Housing Tax 

Credit, are proposed to be eliminated by the House 
legislation, H.R. 1. Peter Lawrence of Novogradac & 
Company described the legislative process for the tax 
reform bill and how advocacy can be most impactful 
for protecting important affordable housing programs 
in the tax code. In addition, Matt Schwartz prepared 
an action alert, calling on advocates and supporters 
of affordable housing to reach out to Congressional 
offices urging protection of private activity bonds. 
SDHF released the action alert to its members and 
supporters the following day and has continued to 
engage with partners throughout California to call on 
representatives to retain affordable housing programs. 

To learn more about proposed tax reform and its 
impacts on the affordable housing sector, visit 
Novogradac’s Tax Reform Resource Center and 
read Matt Schwartz’s blog on the topic. California’s 
Treasurer, John Chiang, has also released helpful 
information on the impact of the 4 percent tax credit 
program in key Republican Congressional Districts, 
available here. 

Left – Matt Schwartz of California Housing 
Partnership calls for action to protect federal 
housing programs; Top – Policy experts 
discuss what changes to expect after passage of 
statewide housing legislation.
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AROUND THE COUNTY

New program aimed at creating 
rentals for mid-income earners
The San Diego Union-Tribune – November 2nd 

San Diegans who make too much to qualify for 
traditional affordable housing but not enough to rent 
in many places will get some help next year through 
a new pilot program. Gov. Jerry Brown has signed 
a bill introduced by Assemblyman Todd Gloria, 
D-San Diego, that authorizes the San Diego Housing 
Commission to work with developers and property 
owners to include middle-income earners in projects 
that also include low-income housing.

Councilman calls for changes to key 
city affordable housing rule
The San Diego Union-Tribune – October 25th 

San Diego developers could soon be forced to add 
more affordable units when they build rental housing 
projects, or at least cut checks to the city if they don’t 
do so. Councilman Chris Ward on Monday called 
for a string of changes to city rules that require 
developers to pay fees if they don’t add a certain 
ratio of low-income housing units to new residential 
developments.

Tony – The Movie explores life on 
street of homeless man
The San Diego Union-Tribune – October 20th 

The film tells more than the 
story of one man on the street. 
Rodriguez is seen interviewing 
politicians, agency leaders and 
homeless advocates in San Diego 
and other cities in scenes that 
show what’s being done locally 
and nationally to address the 
problem. Stein filmed Rodriguez 
interviewing Father Joe’s 
Villages CEO and President 

Deacon Jim Vargas, San Diego Regional Task Force 
on the Homeless CEO Gordon Walker, San Diego 
Housing Federation Executive Director Steve Russell, 
Interfaith Community Services Executive Director 
Greg Anglea and San Diego County Supervisor  
Ron Roberts.

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/education/sd-me-gloria-housing-20171101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/growth-development/sd-me-housing-rule-20171025-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-homeless-movie-20171017-story.html
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AROUND THE STATE

Poll finds high housing cost is barrier 
to college education in California
The San Francisco Chronicle – November 1st 

The problem with California’s public colleges and 
universities is not in the quality of their academic 
offerings — it’s that the schools don’t do enough to 
help students find affordable places to live, according 
to a new statewide survey about higher education. 
Most of the 1,703 residents who answered questions 
in English or Spanish by phone last month said they 
like the quality of education provided by community 
colleges, California State University and the University 
of California — more than 63 percent in each case.

Housing costs push Californians 
around 
Capitol Weekly – November 3rd 

More than four in 10 California adults are seriously 
considering moving away from their part of the 
state because of the cost of housing, with the highest 
proportion in the coastal counties and the lowest in 
the state’s interior. A slight majority of those recently 
surveyed by the Public Policy Institute of California — 
55 percent — are staying put.

http://www.sfchronicle.com/education/article/Poll-finds-high-housing-cost-is-barrier-to-12324629.php
http://capitolweekly.net/housing-costs-push-californians/
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AROUND THE NATION

What Trump’s tax reform could mean 
for affordable housing
Curbed – November 2nd 

The affordable housing shortage in the United States 
was put in stark terms in October when Freddie Mac 
reported that homes available to very low-income 
Americans dropped by more than 60 percent in just 
six years between 2010 to 2016. To affordable housing 
advocates, it’s a clear signal that the country can 
hardly sustain a disruption to the construction of 
new affordable housing. Yet that’s what the Trump 
administration’s tax reform proposal — highlighted 
by a corporate income tax cut from 35 to 20 percent — 
risks doing if the tax incentives big banks receive to 
invest in affordable housing projects are weakened.

America’s affordable-housing stock 
dropped by 60 percent from 2010  
to 2016
The Washington Post – October 23rd 

The number of apartments deemed affordable for very 
low-income families across the United States fell by 
more than 60 percent between 2010 and 2016, according 
to a new report by Freddie Mac. The report by the 
government-backed mortgage financier is the first to 
compare rent increases in specific units over time. It 
examined loans that the corporation had financed twice 
between 2010 and 2016, allowing a comparison of the 
exact same rental units and how their affordability 
changed.

https://www.curbed.com/2017/11/2/16586570/tax-reform-affordable-housing
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/10/23/americas-affordable-housing-stock-dropped-by-60-percent-from-2010-to-2016/?utm_term=.a97e8e3041ac


SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   Conference Recap 2017 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 22

FROM OUR SPONSOR

Los Angeles County Launches “Just in 
Reach” Supportive Housing Program

Los Angeles County has launched Just in Reach (JIR), a 
new health-based housing program that will reduce jail 
recidivism and help end homelessness among people 
experiencing repeat jail stays. Over four years, JIR will 
place 300 homeless individuals who are currently in 
custody within the county jail and who have a mental 
health and/or substance-use disorder into permanent 
supportive housing.

The innovative public-private partnership is the region’s 
first program to be funded through a “Pay for Success” 
financial model. Pay for Success uses up-front private 
funding to ensure the most positive outcomes for 
individuals and communities, reduce the financial risk to 
government, and maximize public resources.

Just in Reach will be managed by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Health Services (DHS) Office of Diversion 
and Reentry. Along with receiving permanent supportive 
housing, people who are participating in the program will 
be connected to mental health, substance-use treatment, 
and physical health services. Additionally, they will 
receive intensive case management before, during and 
after securing housing to help them remain housed and to 
reduce their likelihood of returning to jail. “Nearly 60,000 
people currently experience homelessness in LA County 
on any given night,” said Judge Peter Espinoza, Director 

of DHS’s Office of Diversion and Reentry. “For individuals 
cycling through our criminal justice system, overcoming 
homelessness can be deeply challenging and short-term fixes 
aren’t enough.  Just in Reach is a huge step toward reducing 
reincarceration by connecting people to permanent, stable 
homes.” People struggling with homelessness and mental 
illness often find themselves going in and out of the criminal 
justice and emergency health care systems, rather than 
connected to the permanent solution of housing. This vicious 
cycle is costly and leads to poor health outcomes. “Pay for 
Success financing is driving supportive housing with these 
innovations in other cities such as Denver,” said Deborah 
De Santis, CEO & President of CSH. “But the LA jail system 
is the largest in the nation and, through programs like Just 
in Reach, can be the leader in investing public, private and 
philanthropic resources into solutions we know benefit the 
entire community.”

Just in Reach is unique in its “Pay for Success” funding 
structure, whereby the private sector provides up-front 
financing that is repaid by government only if agreed upon 
successes are achieved. Repayment is based on outcomes: if 
the program is successful (e.g. individuals are placed in and 
retain stable housing), government pays back the private 
funders. If the program is not successful, the private funders 
assume the loss of their investment.  As an alternative to up-
front government funding, Pay for Success has the essential 
benefit of removing risk for government by having private 
investors finance initial costs and jumpstart innovative 
programs. Further, the model has enabled Los Angeles 
County to access state and federal resources not otherwise 
available. Pay for Success has emerged as a viable strategy 
to finance supportive housing in places such as Los Angeles 
County, where there is a concerted and community-backed 
effort to end chronic homelessness. Pay for Success-funded 
projects that expand supportive housing are currently being 
implemented in Denver, Santa Clara and Massachusetts.

“For individuals cycling through 

our criminal justice system, 

overcoming homelessness can be 

deeply challenging and short-term 

fixes aren’t enough.  Just in Reach 

is a huge step toward reducing 

reincarceration by connecting 

people to permanent, stable 

homes.”

— Judge Peter Espinoza, Director of 
      DHS’s Office of Diversion and Reentry
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A SDHF 
MEMBER

SDHF  
JOB BOARD

http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/contact-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
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