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FEDERATION FRONTLINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Members,

As we work to close the books on one year and set 
ourselves up for the next, I am looking back over 
the year that was with a great deal of pride. It was a 
difficult year, not only because the work we all do is 
challenging, but also only because even more people 
were affected by the crisis of housing affordability, 
and homelessness.  Even so, we have great successes 
to cheer from last year, and many reasons to be 
optimistic about 2019.

The biggest success for our sector was seen with 
the passage of Props 1 & 2, resulting in $6 billion 
in resources for our sector to address homelessness 
and affordable housing. The Federation worked as 
part of a statewide coalition to conduct outreach and 
communication locally, and we were able to secure 
endorsements, place Op-Ed pieces in local papers, 
organize residents to turn out and vote, and speak to 
any and all interested community groups about the 
measures. San Diego County turned out in support, 
and both measures exceeded the 50% threshold for 
passage.

This could well be seen as the culmination of a year 
of new activity and visibility for the Federation.  With 
a record level of support from our members and 
sponsors, in October we held the largest conference 
in the organization’s history. That event featured 

an opening performance by the Voices of Our City 
Choir, which made the day even more memorable and 
moving.

Other events included a very well-attended Fair 
Housing Conference in April – our second such event 
in partnership with the San Diego Regional Alliance for 
Fair Housing – and we were able to get noted author 
Richard Rothstein (”The Color of Law”) as our keynote 
speaker. 

The Ruby Awards were sold out, and we were pleased 
there to honor Ken Sauder of Wakeland Housing for 
his career-long efforts to build housing and advance 
social justice.

The year also saw a new all-time high level of 
membership in the Federation - 175 organizational 
members – up from 120 just three years ago. Our 
summer member mixer set a new high bar for 
attendance, and our year-end fundraising campaign set 
a new record as well.

All of this activity took place in a charged political 
environment, as the San Diego Housing Federation 
sought to advance a $900 million housing bond to 
the ballot in November. While we ultimately made 

s

Above: San Diego City Council President 
Georgette Gomez welcomes guests at our holiday 
party earlier this month. 

See more photos and read the full recap.
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FEDERATION FRONTLINE

the decision to postpone our effort until 2020, the 
18-month effort yielded great returns in terms of all 
of our other successes: new members joined, sponsors 
increased their support, and elected officials turned to 
us with increasing frequency as subject matter experts 
in policy and land use discussions.  Most significantly, 
the campaign elevated the Federation and our 
members in the eyes of the public, and we were able 
to get over 70 direct media citations in the span of less 
than ten months.

Each of these successes came as a result of hard work, 
careful research, and collaboration. None of the 
work we do is possible on our own. The Federation’s 
reputation rests not on the organization’s activities 
alone, but also on the incredible depth of experience 
and credibility that you, our members, contribute to 
the cause.  

Next year offers a wealth of opportunities to further 
our mission of seeing that every San Diegan has 
an affordable place to call home. We will be deeply 
engaged in the implementation of the successful 
bond measures, in discussions about inclusionary 
housing, parking standards and density bonuses, and 
in advocacy around the impacts of short term vacation 
rentals.  We will be continuing to see that the residents 
of our communities understand the importance of 

Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

elections and are registered to vote. And we will 
work to see that the organizational tools we have 
in hand – our Roundtables, Conference, Resident 
Services programs, and Permanent Supportive 
Housing Operators’ Network – are all focused on 
helping our sector to maximize our performance and 
impact on the most important issue of our times: 
creating affordable housing to end the threat of 
homelessness that hangs over the heads of so many 
San Diego County residents.

We are also in the beginning stages of laying 
groundwork for a November 2020 bond measure.
The year ahead will be challenging, but without 
a challenge there is no progress.  We here at the 
Federation are all individually grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the cause of affordable housing, 
and we are especially thankful of the support of our 
members and sponsors. We look forward to working 
with you and making the coming year even more 
successful than 2018.

Best wishes, and happy holidays to each of you!

mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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FEDERATION EVENTS

SARAH BUCHANAN 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

For questions related to events, 
membership or volunteering, please 
contact: Sarah Buchanan 

s

Thank you for celebrating what “Home is” with the 
San Diego Housing Federation at our Annual Holiday 
Party held on Tuesday, December 4th at the Lafayette 
Hotel.

With 80 guests in attendance, colleagues, members, 
and friends gathered not only to celebrate the historic 
accomplishments we made for affordable housing 
in the past year, but also the compassionate spirit of 
all our members. We were honored to recognize our 
strong and supportive volunteers, complete with a 
special tribute to our Volunteer of the Year, Shannon 
Roark, for her outstanding commitment to SDHF.

Thank you For Another 
Great SDHF Holiday Party!

Special thanks to our 
Holiday Party sponsor:

SDHF staff at the last roundtable of the year. 
READ MORE on page 7.

Volunteer of the Year Awardee Shannon Roark 
with City of San Marcos Mayor-Elect, Rebecca 
Jones, Council President, Georgette Gomez, 
President and CEO of Wakeland, Ken Sauder and 
SDHF Executive Director, Stephen Russell.

s

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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FEDERATION EVENTS

HOPE  $25

ENGAGE  $50

INSPIRE  $100

EMPOWER  $250

Thanks to those who donated, we were able to raise 
$5,000.00 for our programs in 2019. With your help,  
SDHF will continue to work to create more inspiring 
moments through advocating, informing, expanding 
the expertise, networking and building of coalitions 
throughout the region. Each contribution helps 
advance our mission of working together to promote 
the creation and preservation of quality affordable 
housing focused on lower income families and 
people in need. For many low-income residents this 

OUR END OF YEAR 
CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 
THROUGH DECEMBER 31. 

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

All donations are tax deductible. Every 
dollar counts! Thank you for your 
support! We look forward to a great 
2019!

For more information about donating, 
please contact Director of Events and 
Membership, Sarah Buchanan at  
619-239-6693.

holiday season, home is a reality thanks to you.
If you have not had the chance to donate, we are still 
accepting donations through the end of the year. Each 
contribution helps advance our mission of working as 
a coalition to promote the creation of quality affordable 
housing focused on lower income families and people 
in need. 

We were truly grateful to be able to share such a 
memorable year with you! 

https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/holiday-hope?rq=hope
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/holiday-engage?rq=engage
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/holiday-inspire?rq=inspire
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/holiday-empower?rq=empower
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FEDERATION EVENTS

On November 15, affordable housing developers, 
supportive housing specialists, and more came 
together for a roundtable discussion on the topic 
“Financing Supportive Housing: Where to Find and 
Use the Funding that Transforms Communities” at 
the Price Charities Building. At this session, attendees 
heard the latest details on the various funds that 
make supportive housing successful and the current 
thinking about operating funding and support 
services.

This post-election session explored the details of 
capital and operating funding available for affordable 
and supportive housing in California and the San 
Diego region. Presenters covered State programs, 
such as the status of Proposition 1, the Veterans 
and Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2018, which 
would authorize $4 billion in general obligation 
bonds for housing-related programs and housing 
loans for veterans, as well as Proposition 2, No Place 
Like Home Act of 2018, Housing Trust Fund which 
would authorize $2 billion for Mental Health Services 
Act supportive housing.  In addition, presenters 
discussed Building Homes and Jobs (SB2) Year 2 
funding which will flow through CDBG jurisdictions, 

VHHP funds, along with a number of local NOFAs 
and funding opportunities throughout the region.  In 
addition, information regarding planning for Health 
Homes was shared. 

Thanks also to LISC for sponsoring the Educational 
Roundtable series and CSH for co-sponsoring this 
roundtable session. 

Final Roundtable of the 
Year Focused on Financing 
Supportive Housing

MORE QUALITY 
EDUCATION COMING 
IN THE NEW YEAR

The SDHF team is solidifying 
an exciting slate of Roundtable 
Workshops to take place in 2019. 

We will publish a list of upcoming 
roundtable events on our website 
here: www.housingsandiego.org/
lisc 

The last roundtable workshop of the year was a great success with 
XX attendees gathered to discuss resources to finance supportive 
housing.

https://www.housingsandiego.org/lisc
https://www.housingsandiego.org/lisc
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FEDERATION EVENTS

Secure Your Sponsorships for 2019 Now!
Show your support for excellence in San Diego Affordable Housing and consider a sponsorship in 2019. Full 
sponsorship packets and other opportunities are available. The packet details the various SDHF membership and 
sponsorship opportunities available along with corresponding benefits, allowing you to choose the options.

To maximize your organization’s recognition by the Federation, consider sponsoring the following 2018 programs 
and events: 

 • Ruby Awards – May 16, 2019

 • Annual Affordable Housing & Community Development Conference and Pre-Conference Institutes –  
  October 9 and 10, 2019

 • SDRAFFH Conference – April 4, 2019

 • 2019 LISC Roundtable Series – Eight educational seminars to take place throughout 2019

 • Networking Events – Various various professional development and networking events including   
  Summer Mixer

 • Holiday Party – December 2019

 • RUN Programming – 2019

 • RSSN Program Workshops – 2019

 • Membership Directory

If you have questions or would like to support SDHF in a way that is not listed here, we are here to help. Contact 
Sarah Buchanan, Director of Events and Membership at (619) 239-6693 or sarah@housingsandiego.org.

MEMBERSHIP & 
SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES

2019

Download the Full Packet or click the 
specific event you wish to sponsor.
 

s

https://www.housingsandiego.org/ruby-awards-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/conference-and-preconference-institutes-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/sdraffh-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/lisc-roundtable-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/networking-events-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/holiday-party-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/run-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/rssn-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-directory-sponsorships
https://www.housingsandiego.org/s/2019_SDHF_MembershipSponsorshipOpportunities.pdf
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MEMBER NEWS

Affirmed Housing is pleased to share that the team 
has grown by four. Vice President of Acquisitions & 
Development Jimmy Silverwood states “We are very 
excited to have four new outstanding employees, 
all motivated to bring more housing to California.  
Each new employee has been strategically selected 
for their unique skills and experience in affordable 
housing. Please join us in welcoming them to the 
Affirmed team.”  

Rob Wilkins, Regional Director, Northern 
California.  A graduate of Yale university, Rob has 
over nine years of experience in affordable multi-
family and mixed-income housing development. 
Rob has worked with Roem Development and 
Palo Alto Housing in his housing career here in 
CA. Committed to the creation of thriving and 
sustainable communities, his new role will include 
the management of and expansion of Affirmed’s 
growing Northern California pipeline of affordable 
housing. 

Jonathan Taylor, Senior Project Manager.  Jonathan 
is an expert in project management encompassing 
all phases of tax credit development.  Jonathan 
has been in the LIHTC industry for over 12 years, 

Affirmed Housing goes on a hiring spree!

with experience here in San Diego with Interfaith 
and Wakeland Housing; Jonathan will be tasked with 
managing some of Affirmed’s highest profile projects 
in San Diego, which will encompass all aspects of 
development from creation to completion. 

Marie Allen, Project Manager. Marie is a graduate from 
UPenn and MBA graduate of University of Missouri.  
Marie brings with her, 5 years of experience with 
Travois, Inc. out of the mid-west and contributes a 
unique outlook on affordable housing coming from the 
tribal LIHTC side. Marie has experience in LIHTC’s in 
over 5 different states and has experience throughout 
the development process, from project conception 
through construction completion and beyond.    

Cristina Martinez, Assistant Project Manager.  A 
UCSD alum, Cristina majored in urban studies and 
planning. Cristina is a fast learner and brings high 
energy to the Affirmed team. She has been in the 
industry for five years, starting her affordable housing 
career at Community Housing Works here in San 
Diego. Cristina has expertise in funding applications, 
project coordination and energy efficiency.  Cristina 
will also be managing her first project, in Downtown 
San Diego.

Cristina Martinez, Assistant Project Manager, 
Marie Allen, Project Manager, Rob Wilkins, 
Regional Director, Northern California, Jonathan 
Taylor, Senior Project Manager
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MEMBER NEWS

The grand opening of the highly anticipated Oakcrest 
Heights residential community for low- to extremely 
low-income individuals and families was held last month 
in the Savi Ranch neighborhood.

Oakcrest Heights will bring to the community 54 high-
quality apartment homes and will include facilities 
and amenities to help residents build their lives and 
become more self-sufficient. Amenities include an onsite 
preschool, an afterschool facility next door and an onsite 
service coordinator who will help provide residents 
with access to services such as workforce development, 
financial literacy, adult education and health and 
wellness.

“We’re excited and honored to fill a critical need for 
attainable housing in Orange County, and appreciate 
the support we’ve had from the start from the City of 
Yorba Linda and our other partners,” said Steve PonTell, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of National 
Community Renaissance (National CORE).

Oakcrest Heights is one of two communities in the Savi 
Ranch neighborhood developed by National CORE. 
The other, Oakcrest Terrace, is a 69-apartment home 

Opening of Oakcrest Heights community will help low-, extremely 
low-income. Families and individuals transform their lives

community designed to meet the needs of four high-
priority market segments: the locally employed, seniors, 
veterans and families.

Oakcrest Heights will include one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments, and will be offered to households 
classified as low-income, very low-income and extremely 
low income.  Fourteen homes will provide transitional age 
youth moving out of foster care and adults with mental 
illness into permanent independent supportive housing 
with case management services.

“Housing communities such as these are transforming 
lives by providing quality shelter and life-changing social 
services that promote upward mobility and financial 
independence,” said Greg Bradbard, President of the 
Hope through Housing Foundation, National CORE’s 
social services partner. 

In addition to the City of Yorba Linda, project partners 
include Orange County Community Resources, Orange 
County Health Care Agency, Orange County Housing 
Authority, the Board of Supervisors, California Tax Credit 
Allocation Committee, Citibank, Raymond James, Federal 
Home Loan Bank, and the California Housing Finance 
Agency.

The affordable housing community of Oakcrest 
Terrace features 69 beautiful apartment homes 
located in the Savi Ranch neighborhood of Yorba 
Linda. The onsite 3,700 square foot community 
center includes a computer lab, meeting space 
and an afterschool program. Designed to provide 
affordable housing options for the local workforce, 
seniors, veterans and families, Savi Ranch offers 
residents a neighborhood where they can live, 
work and play. With a walkability score of 87, 
Oakcrest Terrace is located near public transit, 
restaurants, grocery stores, schools, parks and 
more.
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MEMBER NEWS

The development of San Ysidro Senior Village will create 
50 new affordable rental homes for seniors experiencing 
homelessness, with support from the San Diego Housing 
Commission’s (SDHC) homelessness action plan, 
HOUSING FIRST – SAN DIEGO.

“San Ysidro Senior Village illustrates the collaborative 
approach that is needed to address homelessness in our 
region. This development will provide a place to call 
home for 50 seniors experiencing homelessness—and an 
opportunity for a fresh start with the supportive services 
they need,” SDHC Chairman of the Board Frank Urtasun 
said.

Multiple partner agencies will provide residents with 
supportive services on-site.“This is going to offer long-
term, community-based permanent supportive housing 
with high- quality wraparound services. So it's just 
not the sticks and the bricks. It's not just permanent 
supportive housing. It goes beyond that,” said John 
Seymour, Vice President of Acquisitions and Forward 
Planning for the developer, National Community 
Renaissance (National CORE).

SDHC awarded a $760,000 loan toward the development 
of San Ysidro Senior Village through HOUSING FIRST 
– SAN DIEGO, along with 50 federal Project-Based 

San Diego Housing Commission and National CORE break ground 
on San Ysidro Senior Village

Housing Vouchers that will help the residents pay their 
rent each month.

These housing vouchers are awarded to this specific 
development to provide rental assistance linked to these 
units. When a tenant moves on, the rental assistance 
remains with the affordable housing unit to help another 
senior experiencing homelessness move off the streets.

The rental studios will remain affordable for 55 years 
for seniors age 55 and older who are experiencing 
homelessness and have annual income of up to 50 percent 
of the San Diego Area Median Income, currently $34,100 
per year for a one-person household. 

Additional on-site services at San Ysidro Senior Village 
will be provided by San Diego Program for All-Inclusive 
Care for the Elderly (PACE),  Father Joe’s Villages, Casa 
Familiar and National Core’s Hope through Housing 
Foundation, which will provide social services to support 
residents.“When this is done, that's when the real building 
begins, because we're going to be building not just 
buildings, but we're going to be building people's lives. So 
we’re going to change the lives of the 50 people that live 
here and we’re going to rebuild those lives,” said Brian 
Woods, Senior Director of Strategic Partnerships for the 
Hope Through Housing Foundation.

San Ysidro Senior Village is along Metropolitan 
Transit System Bus Route 906, which connects 
to the Iris Avenue Transit Center, the Beyer 
Boulevard Trolley Station, and the San Ysidro 
Transit Center near the International Border 
Crossing.

The development is expected to be completed in 
approximately 18 months. For more information, 
visit www.sdhc.org.

An Arrowhead Grove CommunitySan Ysidro Senior Village Coming Summer 2020

517 W. San Ysidro Blvd. • San Diego, CA 92173 New Construction (Multi-Family)

®

www.NationalCORE.org

Together, we transform lives 
and communities.

Upon completion, San Ysidro Senior Village will provide 
51 beautiful apartment homes for seniors (including 
senior veterans) who are experiencing homelessness 
and earn between 30 and 50 percent of the area 
median income. The affordable senior community 
will be a three-story, wood-framed structure built in 
the Sunset Neighborhood, a walkable, mixed-use, 
transit-oriented area of San Ysidro. The community is 
conveniently located next to a high-frequency bus line, 
and the Beyer Boulevard Trolley Station is less than 
a mile away. The community features an elevator, a 
1,300 square foot community room, an onsite leasing 
office, private offices for resident/case manager 
appointments, an exterior community garden for 
growing fruits and vegetables and a California native 
and naturalized plant landscape. San Ysidro Senior 
Village is slated to become a LEED certified sustainable  
development through the implementation of energy 
efficient appliances and features, water conservation 
tools and environmentally-friendly materials.

Total Units (51 units)
• 50 studio units
• 1 two-bedroom manager’s unit

Affordability: 100% affordable
 30% AMI - 20 units 
 40% AMI - 20 units 
 50% AMI - 10 units

Role
Owner • General Contractor • Developer 
Property Manager • Supportive Services Provider

Onsite Amenities
• 1,300 Square Foot Community Room
• Bicycle Storage Area
• Community Garden
• EV Charging Stations 
• Onsite Laundry Facilities
• Onsite Property Management and Maintenance
• Onsite Supportive Services
• Outdoor Gathering Spaces
• Resident Storage Lockers

Financing Sources
• City of San Diego (Civic San Diego) Funds
• San Diego Housing Commission (SDHC) Funds
• Pacific Western Bank Construction and Permanent Loans
• HOUSING FIRST – SAN DIEGO Rental Housing Vouchers 
• Federal Home Loan Bank – San Francisco Affordable Housing Program Funds
• Federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credits (Wells Fargo Investor)
• Regional Transportation Congestion Management Improvement Program fee waiver

Information about the Services Providers
San Ysidro Senior Village will provide housing 
opportunities for chronically homeless seniors in 
need of permanent supportive housing. Twelve of the 
apartments will be designated for seniors diagnosed 
with serious mental illness. To help our residents end 
their cycle of homelessness, tools and resources 
will be provided by high-quality services from the 
County of San Diego Health and Human Services 
Agency, Father Joe Villages, CASA Familiar, San 
Ysidro Health, San Diego PACE and Hope through 
Housing. Case management and care coordination, 
including mental, physical and behavioral health 
services; employment development; and social 
connectedness are among the many services to be 
provided for our residents. 

http://www.sdhc.org


SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   December 2018 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 12

MEMBER NEWS

Alan Ridley, The Foundation for Economic Justice

William Cavanaugh 

City of Vista

CMR Risk & Insurance Services, Inc.

Commonwealth Land Title 

Merritt Community Capital Corporation

Nico Calavita

Novogradac & Company LLP

SANDAG

Stephen Goldfarb

The Richman Group

Villa de Vida, Inc.

WNC & Associates

Thank you to our new and 
renewing members:

 
Win an award? Hosting a ribbon-
cutting reception? Breaking ground 
on a new project? SDHF is a great 
resource to share your good news 
with industry colleagues. Simply email 
Sarah with a press release and any 
corresponding images — we will look 
for an opportunity to share through 
our website,  
weekly brief,  
or monthly  
newsletter.

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
WITH US, AND WE 

WILL SHARE IT WITH 
YOUR FEDERATION 

COLLEAGUES 

One of the many benefits to join the 
San Diego Housing Federation is 
access to our membership directory.  
Updated quarterly, the directory 
serves as a tool to quickly connect 
all of our members and associated 
organizations.  Members can access 
the directory through the member’s 
only portal on our website at www.

housingsandiego.org.

 

 
  

mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://www.housingsandiego.org
http://www.housingsandiego.org
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PROGRAM NEWS 

MEHRSA IMANI 
SDHF RESIDENT AND  
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

s

CA RUN Summit 2018 
Over 40 RUN leaders, affordable housing 
development staff, organizers and advocates from 
across California gathered for the annual Summit 
in November, to build leadership skills, prepare 
for 2019 advocacy activities, network and celebrate 
their successes thus far. San Diego sent 7 of our 
RUN leaders, advocates and staff this year. Among 
the various topics discussed, RUN leaders and staff 
learned new recruiting and advocacy tools and 
practices, examined policy forecast for the next year, 
carried out a power analysis exercise, and made 
regional plans for 2019. Our San Diego RUN leaders, 
Lavearn London and Maria Hernandez received 

CLICK for more information on the 
Residents United Network.

Volunteer Electoral Team and 
Passage of Props 1 & 2
Big thanks to the Volunteer Electoral Team for all 
their efforts to pass Prop 1 and 2. RUN leaders have 
been the strongest and most vocal advocates for the 
Veterans and Affordable Housing Bond Act since 
its inception with SB 3 in 2017. Once Prop 1, and 
consecutively Prop 2, were successfully on California 
election ballot, our local RUN leaders organized and 
focused their energies in voter registration and voter 
education activities, leading up to Election Day. In a 

span of only two months, our RUN Volunteer Electoral 
Team knocked on 350 doors, called over 400 registered 
voters, engaged 13 properties, and facilitated 5 RUN 
Power Hours. 

RUN leaders in San Diego, and across California, 
should be proud of what they have accomplished!

https://www.housingsandiego.org/residents-united-network
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Harvey Shells awards at the 
Summit and were recognized for 
their great contributions to voter 
registration and voter education 
activities this election season.  

We anticipate another exciting 
year filled with opportunities 
for RUN. Starting January until 

March, San Diego RUN will 
hold RUN Power Hours to 
expand the network and 
deepen leadership among 
current local leaders; in 
February we will hold our 
Regional Convening to 
introduce our priority bills 
for this legislative year and 
prepare ourselves for Lobby 
Day in April 2019. With the 
help of our experienced 
RUN leaders, the goal is 

to recruit and engage new RUN leaders who can 
advocate for the priority bills and ensure its progress 
through in-district visits. 

Holiday 
Party 
RUN leaders 
helped 
celebrate all our 
accomplishments 
in this eventful 
year at the SDHF 
Holiday Party! 
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POLICY UPDATES

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website.

s

LAURA NUNN
SDHF POLICY DIRECTOR

Props 1 & 2 Pass! 
As we close out 2018, there is certainly a lot to 
celebrate! Voters in San Diego and throughout 
California approved $6 billion in new funding for 
affordable and permanent supportive housing this 
November, providing resources that will help to 
construct thousands of affordable and permanent 
supportive homes to address the state’s affordable 
housing and homelessness crisis.  

Proposition 1, the Veterans and Affordable Housing 
Act, allocates $4 billion to existing affordable housing 
programs administered by the state, and Proposition 
2, No Place Like Home, repurposed $2 billion of 
existing Mental Health Services Act funding for 
purposes of creating permanent supportive housing. 
Combined, these measures will have profound 
impacts on working to meet the shortfall of affordable 
homes for seniors, veterans, individuals with 
disabilities, and families in need. 

Leading up to the election, several op-eds in support 
of Propositions 1 and 2 authored by community 
leaders ran in the Voice of San Diego, Coast News, 
Voice & Viewpoint, and Times of San Diego. And, 
earlier in the year, SDHF hosted a very well attended 
press conference to launch the campaign for the 
propositions. Locally, over 40 organizations endorsed 
the measures, including the San Diego Regional 

Chamber of Commerce, Veterans Village of San Diego, 
and the San Diego County Building & Construction 
Trades Council. Indeed, in the face of a worsening 
affordable housing and homelessness crisis, support 
for solutions to this catastrophe seems to be at an all-
time high. SDHF is looking forward to continuing 
to build upon this momentum of support as we gear 
up for placement of a local affordable housing bond 
measure on the ballot in 2020.

s

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-housing-props-20181107-story.html
https://www.vetsandaffordablehousingact.org/
https://www.cayesonprop2.org/
https://www.cayesonprop2.org/
https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/opinion/props-1-and-2-will-help-keep-san-diegans-in-san-diego/
https://www.thecoastnews.com/opinion-props-1-and-2-provide-more-affordable-housing-assuring-better-health/
https://sdvoice.info/props-1-and-2-important-for-the-future-of-our-kids/
https://timesofsandiego.com/opinion/2018/10/22/california-veterans-deserve-our-support-of-propositions-1-and-2/
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POLICY UPDATES

On the heels of swearing in new state lawmakers – 
and a new Democratic supermajority – the California 
legislature saw its first flurry of new bills introduced 
on December 4. If there was any need for indication 
as to where the issue of housing stands on the priority 
list, the over 30 housing-related bills introduced in 
the first days of the session are a sign that affordable 
housing and housing affordability remain a top 
priority for lawmakers. 

Among the bills brought forward was a re-
introduction of Senator Scott Weiner’s controversial 
bill to increase construction of housing near transit. 
This year’s SB 50, includes several provisions 
intended to address concerns that were raised about 
the proposal in the last session, although it is highly 
likely that the bill will see additional amendments as 
it moves through the legislative process. And, even 
with the new infusion of funds from Props 1 and 2, 

state lawmakers recognize that there is still a need to 
provide sufficient resources to build the affordable 
housing needed in California as evident by the 
introduction of bills to increase the state low-income 
housing tax credit program by $500 million and bring 
back state redevelopment to provide tax increment 
funding for affordable housing. Other bills to keep 
an eye on this session include a proposal to repeal 
Article 34 of the state constitution that requires voter 
approval for construction of low-income housing, a bill 
that would make California a “right to shelter” state, 
and several bills to increase production of accessory 
dwelling units. 

We wish you all a very happy and restful holiday 
season, there will be lots to keep us busy in 2019! 

2019 State Legislative Session Begins and Housing is Still  
at the Top

https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-housing-transit-bill-20181204-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-housing-transit-bill-20181204-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-may-2018-california-lawmakers-pitch-substantial-1543950559-htmlstory.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-may-2018-state-senator-wants-to-eliminate-1543865670-htmlstory.html
https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2018/12/05/sb-48-beds-for-all/
https://patch.com/california/newark/new-legislation-granny-flats-proposed
https://patch.com/california/newark/new-legislation-granny-flats-proposed
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AROUND THE COUNTY

Voters back housing for vets, homeless, 
mentally ill
San Diego Union Tribune – Nov 7 

California voters succeeded in passing two crucial 
housing propositions earlier this month. Proposition 
1 passed with 54 percent of the votes statewide and 
51 percent in San Diego County. The proposition 
authorizes $4 billion in general obligation bonds for 
existing affordable housing programs. Proposition 2 
passed with 61 percent statewide and 60 percent in 
San Diego County. The proposition authorizes about 
$2 billion in bonds to fund housing programs for 
people with mental illness and is expected to build 
20,000 permanent supportive housing units under a 
state program called No Place Like Home.

City Council votes to open homeless 
navigation center
San Diego Union Tribune – Nov 13 

San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer had proposed a 
navigation center to lead homeless people to housing 
opportunities and connect them with job training, 
mental health help, substance abuse treatment and 
other services to help them with issues related to 
their homelessness. The proposal was supported by 
Council President Myrtle Cole and council members 
Mark Kersey, Chris Cate, Scott Sherman and Lorie 
Zapf. It was opposed by David Alvarez, Barbara Bry, 

Georgette Gomez and Chris Ward. Since then, some 
council members and others have questioned whether 
the city instead should be focused on creating more 
housing. Some speakers opposing the project said the 
center would navigate people to nowhere.

County offers landlords incentives for vets, 
homeless
San Diego Union Tribune – Nov 12 

San Diego County is offering monetary rewards to 
landlords who rent to veterans and other homeless 
populations. The new incentive program, offered 
through the San Diego County Health and Human 
Services Agency’s Housing and Community 
Development Services, provides leasing bonuses of 
up to $500, damage reimbursements up to $5,000 
and assistance with security and utility deposits. The 
program is meant to alleviate the issue of landlords 
being hesitant to rent to the homeless, even when the 
potential tenant has a rent voucher. 

The city of San Diego purchased a closed Indoor Skydiving 
building in East Village earlier this year with plans to convert it 
to a homeless navigation center. (File photo.)

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-housing-props-20181107-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-homeless-center-20181113-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-landlord-incentives-20181112-story.html
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VA San Diego Homeless Program Puts 
Vets Back To Work
KPBS – Nov 2 

A Veterans Affairs San Diego program is focusing 
on training veterans to help them get back into 
the workforce. Learning how to work with others, 
how to update and/or put together a resume, and 
basic computer skills are all taught. The program 
is designed to bring people into the workforce who 
suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder, or have 
some physical or mental health issue that may have 
kept them out of the workforce for years. As of now, 
roughly 100 veterans are benefiting immensely from 
this program.
 

San Diego leads the nation with the most 
home price reductions this year
San Diego Union Tribune – Nov 23

After years of rapid price increases, experts say the 
market is becoming more stable and for the first time 
in quite a long time, it is shifting in favor of buyers. 
That shift is most evident when you look at the number 
of times sellers have reduced home prices. San Diego 
had the most reductions (roughly 20%) out of the 100 
biggest metro areas in the United States this year. Mark 
Goldman [finance and real estate lecturer at San Diego 
State University] said interest rates are a major factor 
but so is affordability. With wages not increasing at 
the same pace of housing, it was bound to affect sales 
eventually, he said.

This three-bedroom craftsman home on 2873 Upas St. had been 
on the market for more than 40 days in mid-November. (Redfin)

AROUND THE COUNTY

https://www.kpbs.org/news/2018/nov/02/va-homeless-program-puts-vets-back-work/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/real-estate/sd-fi-price-reductions-20181123-story.html
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AROUND THE STATE

California’s housing shortage has 
companies carving up apartments to lower 
the rent
San Diego Union Tribune – Nov 25 

Companies have begun selling dividing walls or curtains 
for residents sharing spaces to, in a way, have their own 
room. In the largest sense, these outfits effectively are 
adding bedrooms in a region that’s hard-pressed to build 
enough new houses and apartments to meet demand. 
Such set-ups have grown more noticeable because of the 
housing situation in many large cities, which have added 
lots of jobs but not enough residential units. HomeShare, 
one of these companies, contracts with major landlords in 
expensive cities to create additional bedrooms and match 
roommates. 

Wildfires have put a spotlight on state’s 
housing shortage
The Press Enterprise – Nov 28 

Nearly 14,000 homes were destroyed by the Camp fire, 
including roughly 90 percent of the homes in the town of 
Paradise. As if more evidence was needed, the plight of 
residents there has put a harsh spotlight on the problem 
of California’s tight housing supply. According to Butte 
County officials, there is enough permanent housing 
available for about 1,000 families. Thousands of others 
will be living in trailers or relocating outside the county. 
In this crisis, Californians should demand that lawmakers 
look at why it has been so difficult to build enough 
housing in the state.

What explains the rent affordability gap 
between Los Angeles and San Francisco?
The Press Enterprise – Nov 6 

RentCafe analysts looked at Census Bureau housing data 
for the nation’s 50 most-populous cities to see how rents 
and incomes stacked up. When measuring the cost of 
rent compared to the common paycheck, San Francisco 
surprisingly ranked rather well. San Francisco showed 68 
percent of its rental units are affordable. The city ranked 
No. 2 out of the 50. The same math wasn’t as generous to 
the rental market of Los Angeles, where just 23 percent 
of rentals were affordable, fifth-worst among the 50. This 
high accessibility rate in San Francisco is also influenced 
by the 60 percent share of rent-controlled units.

SF tests new approach to homeless addicts
San Francisco Chronicle – Nov 16 

San Francisco’s police, health officials, paramedics, 
homeless counselors, public works and probation 
employees are beginning to look at a common problem 
with fresh eyes. A new program called “Healthy Streets 
Intervention” is designed to clear public spaces of 
homeless addicts without throwing them in jail. The idea 
is not to arrest people, but to route them toward a service 
that can offer them more help than a few nights behind 
bars can. “Their problems out here didn’t just happen 
overnight, and they aren’t going to be solved overnight,” 
said Officer Steven Ogbonna. This tentatively successful 
program could become a model for the rest of the state. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/la-fi-apartment-co-living-20181125-story.html
https://www.pe.com/2018/11/28/wildfires-have-put-a-spotlight-on-states-housing-shortage/
https://www.pe.com/2018/11/06/what-explains-the-rental-affordability-gap-between-los-angeles-and-san-francisco/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/SF-tests-new-approach-to-homeless-addicts-13400234.php
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AROUND THE NATION

Officials: US veteran homelessness 
declines 5 percent
SF Gate – Nov 1

A decrease in the numbers of homeless veterans shows 
the federal government is finally making progress in 
its decade-long efforts. As many as 64 communities 
and three states — Virginia, Delaware and Connecticut 
— effectively ended their veteran homelessness. 
That means all homeless veterans in those areas had 
been offered homes, even if some didn't accept them. 
Officials largely credit the progress to an approach 
started under the Obama administration. It centered 
on a program called the HUD-VA Supporting Housing 
Program, which Congress boosted funds for in 2008. 

Homebuilders: Housing affordability falls 
further in Q3
Housing Wire – Nov 8 

Housing affordability remained at a 10-year low in 
the third quarter of 2018, according to the National 
Association of Home Builders/Wells Fargo Housing 
Opportunity Index. "Continuing home price 
appreciation and rising interest rates coupled with 
persistent labor shortages are contributing to housing 
affordability concerns," NAHB Chairman Randy Noel 
said. In 2018’s third quarter, barely 56% of new and 
existing homes were affordable to median-income 
families. 

Prominent senators begin bipartisan push 
to expand Fair Housing Act
Housing Wire – Nov 15 

Two typically opposing senators have teamed up 
to expand housing protections for low-income U.S. 
families. Sens. Tim Kaine, D-Virginia, and Orrin Hatch, 
R-Utah, introduced the “Fair Housing Improvement Act 
of 2018,” which would prohibit housing discrimination 
based on source of income or veteran status. This 
initiative follows a HUD push to get more landlords 
to accept housing vouchers from homeless individuals 
seeking to rent. “This bill will address the fact that 
Source of Income is not a protected class under the 
Federal Fair Housing Act, thereby helping to remove an 
unnecessary barrier facing families and veterans on the 
path to self-reliance” claimed Hatch in a statement. 

https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Officials-US-veteran-homelessness-declines-5-13355817.php
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/47349-homebuilders-housing-affordability-falls-further-in-q3
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/47416-prominent-senators-begin-bipartisan-push-to-expand-fair-housing-act
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AROUND THE NATION

Accessibility and affordability must go 
hand in hand
The Washington Post – Nov 27 

Every day, people with physical disabilities are 
faced with the difficult task of finding appropriate 
housing in markets where both affordability and 
accessibility are rare. For this growing segment of the 
population, accessible homes are crucial for quality 
of life. Unfortunately, only a small percentage of 
public housing and less than 1 percent of all U.S. 
homes are wheelchair-accessible. People with mobility 
impairments are often omitted from the conversation, 
though they are particularly hard-hit. We need to 
find housing that is affordable and accessible, but this 
combination is in woefully short supply.
 

(Lucian Perkins/For The Washington Post)

NAHB: Multifamily developers weighed 
down by affordability challenges
Housing Wire – Nov 20 

Multi-family housing developers faced increasing 
issues developing new properties in the third quarter. 
“The drop in the MPI [Multifamily Production Index] 
is consistent with affordability concerns that have 
emerged in the single-family market. Both sectors of 
the housing market face similar challenges, such as 
shortages of labor and increased regulatory costs," 
NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz said. This 
quarter's MPI is yet another signal to policymakers that 
they should be paying more attention to housing market 
conditions as interest rates increase.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/accessibility-and-affordability-must-go-hand-in-hand/2018/11/16/04ca9254-e75f-11e8-a939-9469f1166f9d_story.html?utm_term=.602504b70d50
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/47457-nahb-multifamily-developers-weighed-down-by-affordability-challenges
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FROM OUR SPONSOR

On October 24, 2018, President Trump signed into 
law H.R. 6, the Substance Use-Disorder Prevention 
that Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment 
(SUPPORT) for Patients and Communities Act. 
This expansive bill includes provisions related to 
opioids, but also more broadly applies to substance 
use disorders and behavioral health.  The bill will 
expand access to addiction treatment including the 
option for states to apply for a Medicaid waiver from 
the Institution for Mental Disease (IMD) exclusion 
and vastly expand access to time-limited residential 
addiction treatment.  

Long-term affordable housing options will be needed 
for many of the people served by these expanded 
opportunities. Leaders in the addiction treatment 
field will become more motivated to ensure safe 
affordable housing options for the people they serve, 
either post addiction treatment and/or post recovery 
housing. COCs and other housing leaders will need 
to leverage strong pathways of collaboration with 
addiction treatment and behavioral health services, at 
the systems, programs, and person-centered levels.
 

Expansion of Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) 
will also result in large increases of people receiving 
treatment by allowing more providers to prescribe 
medication to treat opioid use disorders.  Increased 
availability of treatment options will provide an 
opportunity for supportive housing providers to 
coordinate with treatment providers around best 
practices and supportive housing models.  This 
new legislation combined with San Diego County 
Behavioral Health Services implementation of the new 
Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System creates 
a new infusion of resources for addiction services in 
San Diego County.  This includes opportunities for 
the development of recovery residences and other 
supportive housing that can be an integral part of 
the recovery process, especially for persons who are 
homeless.  For more information about new resources 
for addiction treatment and housing, contact Lauren 
Quinlan at lauren.quinlan@csh.org.  

SUPPORT Bill Addressing Opioid Epidemic 
Signed into Law

mailto:%20lauren.quinlan%40csh.org?subject=
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A  
MEMBER OF SDHF

SDHF  
JOB BOARD

https://www.housingsandiego.org/contact
https://www.housingsandiego.org/what-we-do
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
https://www.instagram.com/sdhousingfederation/
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