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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear SDHF Members:

We had a speaking role at the Mayor’s press conference 
announcing his housing affordability action plan, 
and testified at the County Board of Supervisors 
regarding their plans to use $25 million and eleven 
county properties to provide housing for homeless 
individuals.

The month has also seen a great deal of planning for 
our Annual Conference in October, with title sponsor 
Union Bank.  The Conference planning committee 
meets in July to select conference panels. This year’s 
theme is “Standing Firm on Shifting Sands – New Ideas 
for Challenging Times,” and we are excited by the range 
of proposed panels that propose to help our members 
take a fresh look at the way our sector operates.

Sponsorships for the Conference are now available  
on our website.

It will also be a busy month for our advocacy work. 
While the State Legislature will be in recess, we 
will still need to keep the pressure on our elected 
representatives to pass the permanent source bill, 
SB 2, authored by Senator Toni Atkins. The Cap & 
Trade discussion yielded a statement from the state 
leadership endorsing this and other bills, but we need 
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Summertime is here, and the tempo of our lives 
are tempered by the advent of summer vacations.  
The need for a vacation is fundamental. It is an 
opportunity to unplug, reflect on who we are 
outside of our workplace functions, and come back 
to reengage with our work with a renewed sense of 
personal mission.

There is a great pleasure to be had in getting away 
and seeing both new and familiar landscapes. At the 
same time, one of the deep pleasures in going away 
is that delightful feeling of returning to your own 
home, to your own bed. This is the place where we 
can restore ourselves on a daily basis and prepare 
ourselves to go out into the world.  This delight in 
homecoming is worth reflecting on, because creating 
this feeling of home for others is at the heart of all of 
the work that  
we do.

Summertime may suggest “vacation,” but the world 
by no means stops for the season – just look at the 
pages of the newsletter ahead.  We at the Federation 
started the summer season with a flurry of activity, 
including a Roundtable on AHSC, a Resident Services 
Support Network session on Trauma Informed 
Services and Community Building, and receptions.  

http://housingsandiego.org/support-sdhf-with-a-sponsorship/
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-governor-legislative-leaders-commit-to-1500335008-htmlstory.html
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WE ARE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATIVE OF  
YOUR SUPPORT

Every dollar helps to support SDHF’s 
education, advocacy and outreach 

work so that our region has the 
resources, talent and power it needs to 

create and preserve more affordable 
homes for San Diegans who are 
struggling to make it – working 

families, returning veterans, senior 
citizens and neighbors living with 

mental or physical disability. 

DONATE NOW

Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

IN MEMORIAM 
Tim O’Connell

Timothy O’Connell, 
a lifelong advocate 
for Californians and 
affordable housing, passed 
away this month. Tim 
served on the San Diego 
Housing Federation 
Board of Directors from 

2013 - 2017. He was Senior Director for Policy 
and Advocacy at Century Housing and had also 
served on the boards of Housing California, 
Century Villages of Cabrillo, Los Angeles 
Business Council, and the California Association 
of Local Housing Finance Agencies. Tim had a 
brilliant mind for policy and his expertise was an 
enormous asset to the people and organizations 
fortunate enough to work with him. His 
dedication and commitment to the issues he 
cared about have made California a better place 
and countless families are better off because of 
the work he did. He will be greatly missed. 

to reach out to our electeds to encourage them to keep 
their commitments. Expect a vote on these measures 
when the legislature reconvenes in August.

The results of that August vote will also decide 
whether there is a new statewide housing bond 
measure on the November 2018 ballot, and whether 
some version of “streamlining” will be adopted. It’s 
a full plate for the legislators during a short period of 
time.

We hope that you are able to take time to enjoy travels 
and time with your families.  Whether at your own 
home, or that of friends and family, “home” is both a 
reality and a beautiful ideal. Helping others to achieve 
that ideal is our mission, there’s a lot of hard work 
ahead of us all. But good results are over the horizon.

http://housingsandiego.org/product/donate-now/
mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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SARAH MIRABELLI 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

INTERESTED IN 

VOLUNTEERING AT 

THE RUBY AWARDS?

CLICK TO LEARN MORE

SDHF PARTICIPATES IN NON-PROFIT 
EVENT PLANNING WORKSHOP 

On June 9th SDHF took part in the “Fundamentals 
of Fundraising Events” seminar hosted by US Bank 
and San Diego State’s L. Robert Payne School of 
Hospitality & Tourism Management. The event 
seminar focused on finding creative and effective 
ways to plan and manage a fundraising event. Lisa 
Defino and Amy Cowden, two of the programs top 
faculty members, created an interactive presentation 
that allowed each participant to understand the 
challenges that faced their organizations when it 
came to fundraising and community events. They 
then set to work assisting each organization with 
solutions to their challenges. Over the course of the 
seminar, Lisa and Amy were able to cover a wide 
range of topics related to fundraising and non-profits.

The seminar was immensely successful and all the 
participants were sent home with a flash drive 
containing even more tools for fundraising and event 
management. There is now an active Facebook group 
created by the participants in order to stay in touch 
and share best practices. 

Recent SDHF Education 
Offerings Well Received
Last month, the San Diego Housing Federation in 
conjunction with LISC, presented the latest in our 
series of educational roundtables: The Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) 
Program – Bringing Statewide Resources to the San 
Diego Region.  Senior Strategic Growth Council 
staff, Monica Palmiera, gave a brief overview of the 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities 
(AHSC) Program which provides grants and 
affordable housing loans for compact transit-oriented 
development and related infrastructure and programs 
that reduce greenhouse gas ("GHG") emissions. 
She provided updates on changes to the program’s 
guidelines as well as new state laws that will impact 
the implementation of the program. 

Monica also shared advice and welcomed questions 
on how to make an AHSC application more 
competitive. AHSC’s program goal is fund projects 
that result in: the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and vehicle miles travelled (VMT) and 
increased accessibility of housing, employment 
centers and key destinations through low-carbon 
transportation options such as walking, biking, and 
transit. Monica reviewed available resources to help 
with these guidelines, including relevant maps and 

For questions related to events, 
membership or volunteering, please 
contact: Sarah Mirabelli 

mailto:http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/ahsc-program/%20?subject=
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THANK YOU TO OUR NEW 
AND RENEWING MEMBERS: 
 
Mental Health Systems

Oceanside Silvercrest Residence

Pacific Green Landscape, Inc.

Red Capital Group

Rob Wellington Quigley, FAIA

RSG, Inc

Studio E Architects

Volunteers AARP

information on new state laws. These resources, 
including Monica’s presentation, are all available on 
SDHF’s website here. The 2017 NOFA and Application 
is expected to be released in early October 2017 with 
an application due date in early January 2018.  

Seth Litchney, Senior Regional Planner with 
SANDAG, also spoke at the session and shared an 
explanation of SANDAG’s role in the program. He 
provided a brief overview of regional transit priorities 
and other measures that can help the San Diego 
region compete for these funds. He announced that 
SANDAG will be partnering with SDHF to hold an 
additional workshop on the AHSC program at a date 
to be determined in September. 

Thank you to all who attended and participated in 
this event, including our special guests from Senator 
Toni Atkins’ office who helped make the event 
possible: Policy Director, Deanna Spehn and Field 
Representative, Chevelle Newell-Tate.

Earlier this month, California Housing Partnership 
and San Diego Housing Federation held a workshop: 
Strategies for Expiring and At Risk Affordable 
Housing in San Diego County.

San Diego County needs 142,052 more affordable 
rental homes to meet the needs of its lowest-income 
renters. Compounding upon this deficit, over 1,900 
rent assisted homes have been lost in the County since 

1995. Today, renters need to earn more than 3 times 
the local minimum wage to afford the median asking 
rent of $1,940 in San Diego County. San Diego County’s 
lowest-income renters now spend 69% of income on 
rent, leaving little left for food, transportation, health 
expenses, and other needs. While these renters struggle 
to make ends meet, the County is at-risk of losing more 
than 1,800 affordable homes in the next five years.

At this special event, Danielle Mazzella, Housing Data 
Analyst with the California Housing Partnership, 
presented detailed information on at-risk affordable 
housing throughout San Diego County. Following the 
presentation, Anne Wilson, Senior Vice President with 
Community HousingWorks, led a discussion on the 
data findings. Workshop attendees shared ideas for 
local solutions, including advocating for cities to have 
a housing coordinator dedicated to identifying and 
monitoring at-risk affordable housing, as well as state 
legislation aimed at addressing the issue.

Workshop presentation can be found here. Local 
preservation strategies discussed can be found here.

Attendees at the Strategies for Expiring and At Risk 
Affordable Housing in San Diego County workshop.

http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/SDHF_PresPresentation_Handout.pdf
http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CHPC-Local-Preservation-Strategies.pdf
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— MARK YOUR CALENDAR —

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 | Pre-Conference Institutes, VIP Reception
Thursday, October 26, 2017 | Workshops, Exhibitors, Reception

San Diego Marriott Marquis & Marina, 333 W Harbor Dr., San Diego, CA 92101

Registration will open in August.

SECURE YOUR CONFERENCE 
SPONSORSHIP NOW! 

Show your support for excellence in San Diego 
Affordable Housing and consider a conference 
sponsorship in 2017. Please reach out to Steve 
or Sarah  for more information.

2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Title – Sold Out
Platinum—$15,000
Gold—$10,000
Silver—$5,000
Bronze—$2,500
Lunch Sponsor—$4,000
Lunch Keynote – Sold Out
Breakfast Sponsor—$3,000
Breakfast Keynote – Sold Out
AM Coffee Break Sponsor—$3,000
PM Coffee Break Sponsor—$3,000
VIP Reception – Sold Out
Post-Conference Networking Reception – Sold Out
Wi-Fi Sponsor—$5,000
Tote Bag Sponsor—$5,000
Track 1: Communications and Marketing —$4,000
Track 2: Design & Development —$4,000
Track 3: Organizational Management and   
   Emerging Trends —$4,000
Track 4: Housing Finance – Sold Out
Track 5: Policy & Advocacy —$4,000
Track 6: Supportive Housing —$4,000
Exhibitor—$1,000
Supporter—$600
 
PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTES
Title – Sold Out
Fundamentals of Affordable Housing 
    Institute Sponsor —$3,000
Resident Services Institute Sponsor—$3,000
Meal Sponsor—$5,000

For questions, please email Sarah Mirabelli, Director of Events and Membership or call (619) 239-6693.
For more information, please visit us here. 
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http://housingsandiego.org/support-sdhf-with-a-sponsorship/
http://housingsandiego.org/support-sdhf-with-a-sponsorship/
http://housingsandiego.org/support-sdhf-with-a-sponsorship/
mailto:Steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://housingsandiego.org/events-training/sponsorship-opportunities-available/
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Trauma Informed Services and 
Community Building (TICB)
On June 22nd, 35 service providers joined The San 
Diego Housing Federation for the 4th workshop 
in the 2017 Resident Services Training Series, on 
Trauma Informed Community Building (TICB). 
The series is designed to provide specialized and 
foundational training for professionals in the field of 
Resident Services within Affordable Housing. 

The presenters were Barry Pollard, the founder of 
Urban Collaborative Project, Rafael Monroy, STEP 
Center Resident Services Coordinator at John Adams 
Manor/PJAM and Adrienne Markworth, Executive 
Director of Leah’s Pantry. Each presenter introduced 
the attendees to best-practices for how to identify 
signs, engage, and serve in areas of trauma by 
incorporating trauma-informed principles from first-
hand knowledge. The service providers were taught 
that trauma affects daily interaction with community 
residents, especially in school-aged children. 

Adrienne shared specific examples of how to 
incorporate trauma-informed principles into 
nutrition and food work within poor, elderly and 
immigrant communities. The Federation would like 

to give Adrienne a special thank you for preparing 
healthy snacks in the morning for the training. 

The attending service providers were able to obtain 
knowledge of existing TICB support systems to assist 
in their roles in Community Building. At the end of the 
training, attendees had a better understanding of TICB 
and specific principles that help build productive and 
safe residential communities. 

CLICK to review the PowerPoint from the RSSN TICB 
training.

The 2017 RSSN Training Series is 
designed to provide specialized 
and foundational training 
for professionals in the field 
of Resident Services within 
Affordable Housing.  Each 
month leading up to the Resident 
Services Institute, the RSSN will 
offer one workshop on a specific 
topic relevant to our unique 
service industry.  Registration for 
workshops is free and will be held 
monthly.

CLICK for more information on 
this and other available training 
workshops, please visit us here. 

http://housingsandiego.org/2017-6-22-trauma-informed-services-and-community-building/sdhf-trauma-informed-presentation-6-22-17/
http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
http://housingsandiego.org/programs/rssn/
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After residing in the Central San Joaquin Valley all her 
life and raising two children as a single parent, Denise 
Brisco made it her goal in 2002 to move to San Diego. Her 
daughter was living in Los Angeles and her son, who 
graduated from UCSD, decided that he would make San 
Diego his home once he completed law school. Denise 
had a government job and was preparing to apply for a 
position for the State of California to eventually transfer 
so she could be near her family. 

Everything changed in 2005 when Denise began to 
have health complications. She experienced difficulties 
working which led her to be on temporary disability 
intermittently and in 2007, she was forced to accept 
disability retirement when she was diagnosed with 
an autoimmune disease that was both incurable and 
progressing. Due to this change, her income drastically 
decreased by nearly half, and cause her to struggle to 
afford the added expense of high insurance premiums.
With significant health needs and a fixed income, Denise 
was determined to make the move in 2010, when her 
first grandchild was born. She found a nice place in 
Escondido for $724 per month, however, after the first 

Featured Resident Story: 
Denise Brisco
Resident of Fairbanks Square

Denise Brisco, resident of Fairbanks Square attends 
service programs provided by Pacific Southwest 
Community Development Corporation

year’s lease, the rent increased to nearly $1,000 per month. 
Denise then stumbled upon affordable housing after a 
property manager explained it to her and encouraged 
her to apply. Denise thought she would be ineligible, but 
when the manager told her that she qualified, she was 
so moved by the opportunity, she cried. Denise applied 
for a home at five different apartment complexes within 
a 15-mile radius to her son’s home. She was fortunate to 
get into a family complex within 6 months of applying 
and later moved in to a newer development complex for 
Seniors 55 and above.

Now as a resident of Fairbanks Square, Denise has been 
able to create memories with her family. Living so close 
to her grandchildren has allowed her to attend their 
school and after school activities. Her grand children's 
love for her and her love for them gives her the strength 
to endure the complications from her health issues. 
Her affordable home has relieved a huge amount of 
stress. In addition to being close enough to watch her 
grandchildren grow, Denise can rest assured that family 
is only five minutes away when she needs assistance.
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POLICY UPDATES

LAURA NUNN 
SDHF POLICY DIRECTOR

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website
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Building Homes and Jobs Act, 
SB 2, Passes the Senate and 
heads to Assembly
SDHF’s top priority legislation, the Building Homes 
and Jobs Act (SB 2), authored by Senator Atkins to 
create a permanent source of funding for affordable 
homes through a $75 real estate document recording 
fee (exempting sales and capped at $225) passed by a 
27-12 vote in the California Senate on July 6. 

San Diego Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer releases “Housing 
SD” Plan
On June 21st, San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer held a 
press conference to announce his “Housing SD” plan. 
SDHF Executive Director, Stephen Russell, attended 
and shared remarks on the proposal. The plan includes 
proposals aimed at streamlining approvals, lowering 
parking requirements, reducing fees, and providing 
additional density bonus incentives. To date, SDHF has 
been most involved in the discussion on the mayor’s 
“Middle Income Density Bonus” proposal, especially 
as it relates to the city’s newly updated enhanced 
density bonus program that SDHF helped craft. While 
the plan does not include any of the more exciting 
components of the county’s affordable housing plan 
– funding and land – SDHF plans to continue to work 
with the city council and mayor’s office to identify the 
resources that will be needed to build affordable homes 
for low-income San Diegans.  

The bill now heads to the Assembly, where members 
are also considering the Bring California Home 
Act (AB 71), which would increase the state low-
income housing tax credit program through savings 
from the elimination of the state vacation home 
mortgage interest deduction. Both bills are part of a 
larger affordable housing package of bills, including 
legislation aimed at housing element enforcement, 
inclusionary zoning, and development streamlining. 

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB2
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Mayor-Faulconer-and-City-Leaders-Propose-Affordable-Housing-Plan-430021693.html
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/20170621_housingsdfactsheetfinal.pdf
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2017/jun/12/san-diego-county-plan-housing/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB71
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New CEO for Regional Task Force on 
the Homeless

Hoping for repeat success, San 
Diego has hired former Utah 
director of housing and community 
development, Gordon Walker, 
to lead Regional Task Force on 
the Homeless, a countywide 
group dedicated to coordinating 
San Diego’s homeless-serving 

efforts. Walker played a key role in reducing chronic 
homelessness in Utah utilizing housing-first solutions. 
In an interview with KPBS, Walker shared his 
optimism, saying that he “sees a lot of very position 
political will right now.” When asked about what kind 
of support he hopes to receive from the public on this 
mission, his reply was “full support.”

County Vacancy Rates Dive
A new report from the San Diego County Apartment 
Association finds that the county’s apartment vacancy 
rate has declined from 5.4 percent last fall to 3.7 
percent this spring. With falling vacancy rates come 
rising rents and the study also found increases in 
rents across the board for studio, one-bedroom, two-
bedroom and three or more bedroom units.

Photo Credit: Courtesy Photo

A trailer park off Alta Road in Otay Mesa sits abandoned after 
residents were forced to leave in September 2016. Most of the 
trailers have been removed by the city and many of the lots have 
been bulldozed. 

Photo by Gabriel Ellison-Scowcroft

South Bay’s Hidden Homelessness 
Crisis
In a four part series, Voice of San Diego unveils 
an out-of-sight homelessness crisis taking place 
in the San Ysidro community.  The months-long 
investigation made several findings regarding the 
hidden homeless families of the South Bay, among 
them that the circumstances of the crisis put the 
resources available to address the needs of the 
community out of reach.

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2017/jun/28/q-new-ceo-san-diego-county-homeless-task-force/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2017/jun/26/san-diego-apartment-vacancy-rate-plunges/
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/news/four-takeaways-on-the-south-bays-hidden-homelessness-crisis/
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Why the state is failing on housing
In its ongoing coverage of the state’s housing 
affordability woes, the Los Angeles Times takes a 
closer look at California’s housing element law and 
the impact, or lack thereof, the law has had on meeting 
the state’s housing needs. In addition to analyzing 
the effectiveness housing element requirements 
have on forcing cities to build new housing, Liam 
Dillon highlights the impact that the state’s housing 
shortage has on the lives of people experiencing the 
negative effects of a constrained housing market. From 
spending hours in traffic each day commuting to work 
to delaying starting a family due to high housing 
costs, Californians are experiencing the effects of a 
policy intended to work as a solution but, as a former 
director of Housing and Community Development 
described it, “was destined to fail.” 

With concern about housing rising, 
more Californians show support for 
funding for affordable housing
Findings from a recent statewide survey conducted 
by the Public Policy Institute of California reveal that 
there is growing concern among Californians on a 
variety of issues including healthcare, immigration 
and the economy. Concern about housing affordability 
also ranked high, with six in 10 statewide responding 

that housing costs in their region were a big problem. 
When asked about a state bond measure to pay for 
affordable housing projects, 70 percent replied that 
they would support such a measure. 

City of Fremont adopts commercial 
linkage fee
In a unanimous vote, the Fremont City Council voted 
to adopt a commercial linkage fee to create revenue 
to fund the development of affordable housing. The 
fees will be phased in over three years and provides 
certain exemptions, including an exemption for office 
space built in a district where the city is working to 
attract employment growth. The ordinance reflects 
a hybrid of recommendations from city staff and the 
advocacy group East Bay Housing Organization.

http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-pol-ca-housing-supply/#nt=oft12aH-1la1
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Californians-gloomy-about-future-poll-finds-11186851.php
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/06/22/fremont-commercial-developers-must-pay-affordable-housing-impact-fees/
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Harvard University Joint Center for 
Housing Studies State of the Nation’s 
Housing 2017 Report released
The high cost of housing impacts nearly all 
Americans, but according to a study by the Harvard 
University Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
renters are especially cost burdened. In addition, 
minority households and the young and elderly 
are often the most impacted by cost burden due to 

tendencies for these populations 
to have lower incomes. The 
report identifies a need for more 
housing construction in order to 
meet housing needs across the 
spectrum, calling for a closer look 
at the impacts regulations have 
on restricting housing stock in 
relation to the public benefits 
they provide. Funds to construct 
affordable housing are also 

identified as an important part 
of the solution to this growing problem. “Beyond 
challenges in the regulatory realm, public subsidies 
are also necessary to close the gap between what very 
low-income households can afford to pay for decent 
housing and what it costs to provide that housing,” 
the report states. 

National Low Income Housing 
Coalition Out of Reach 2017 Report 
released
A new study by the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition reveals that over 11.2 million renter 
households are severely rent-burdened, spending 
more than half of their income to cover the high cost of 
rent. For 2017, the national housing wage is $21.21 per 
hour for a two-bedroom apartment. For San Diego, the 
hourly wage needed to afford an average two-bedroom 
apartment is $33.48.

THE HIGH COST OF HOUSING

2017
OUTof

REACH
MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROSITY OF:

THE STATE OF THE  

NATION’S HOUSING    201
7

J O I N T  C E N T E R  F O R  H O U S I N G  S T U D I E S  O F  H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research/state_nations_housing
http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2017.pdf
http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2017.pdf
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research/state_nations_housing
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Rethinking How We Calculate 
Affordable Housing
An article in CityLab makes the case for adding 
another factor when considering housing 
affordability: the cost of transportation. By 
describing situations in which a household’s rent 
may be considered affordable but, due to the 
cost of transportation associated with reaching 
key destinations, the household is impacted by 
a higher transportation cost burden, the article’s 
author suggests we may be missing the mark in 
really understanding cost burdened households. 
The article references the Center for Neighborhood 
Technology’s “H+T” Housing and Transportation 
Index as a potentially more accurate data source 
for understanding the big picture of a household’s 
housing costs. 

Enterprise Report: Public Benefit from 
Publicly Owned Parcels: Effective 
Practices in Affordable Housing 
Development
At a time when 
communities across the 
country are facing the 
challenge of affordable 
housing for low- and 
moderate-income 
households, a new 
study by Enterprise 
suggests the use of 
publicly owned parcels 
for affordable housing 
as a possible innovative 
solution. The report 
identifies leading practices and recommendations for 
overcoming challenges to creating affordable housing 
and other community benefits through the publicly 
owned parcel development process.  

https://www.citylab.com/equity/2017/06/the-problem-with-how-we-measure-affordable-housing/531378/?utm_source=nl__link3_062317
http://www.enterprisecommunity.org/resources/public-benefit-publicly-owned-parcels-19782
http://www.enterprisecommunity.org/resources/public-benefit-publicly-owned-parcels-19782
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Bringing Families Home across California 
The CSH-backed “Bringing Families Home” proposal was signed into law by California Governor Jerry Brown 
in 2016 and established a $10 million state grant program to house child welfare-involved families experiencing 
homelessness. 

The new program created a state grant to foster investment in 
housing and services for homeless child welfare-involved families. 
The California Department of Social Services selected counties to 
participate through a competitive application process and San Diego 
County was awarded $850,000. The grant will match county dollars to 
pay for housing and services, as well as liaisons between child welfare 
agencies and homeless-housing systems.

Though homelessness is not a basis for foster care placement, 
families who are homeless have much higher rates of child welfare 
involvement than other low-income families. Moreover, 30% of 
children in foster care cannot reunite with families because the family lacks safe, stable housing. Parents exiting 
incarceration similarly find challenges in reunifying with their children because they lack housing. 

While some counties in California are creating pilots to house homeless child welfare-involved families, county 
child-welfare and housing systems face challenges in building bridges between these two systems, and in “scaling 
up” housing opportunities. Focused resources spurring county investment will advance collaboration between child 
welfare and homeless systems, while ensuring children who could reunite with birth families are able to do so.

This effort promotes practices that evidence shows avoid foster care placement and allow for reunification of 
birth parents and their children. Data demonstrate getting homeless families into stable, safe, permanent housing 
prevents foster care placement and furthers reunification with birth parents.  Moreover, housing strategies advanced 
in this new program work to decrease rates of homelessness among families with children, re-incarceration, and 
healthcare costs.

For more information about the Bringing Families Home grant, contact Lauren Quinlan at CSH,  
lauren.quinlan@csh.org.

 

mailto:lauren.quinlan%40csh.org?subject=
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JOB POSTINGS AND RFP 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Reach the best and brightest in the 
Affordable Housing industry. Submit 
your job postings & announcements 
to Sarah.

55136.00190\29853454.2

CITY OF LAKE FOREST
AND

LAKE FOREST HOUSING AUTHORITY

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Released:  Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Deadline:  Wednesday, July 19, 2017 by 4:00PM

Sources of Financial Assistance:

Housing Authority’s Low and Moderate Income Housing Asset Fund
City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund/Development In-Lieu Fees

CLICK to download the complete pdf of 
this Notice of Funding Availability

San Diego seeks a Program Officer to provide 
strategic and implementation support for its BSC 
Initiative, managing and expanding its Family 
Income and Wealth Building program, support 
the advancement of our Economic Development/
Commercial Corridor Revitalization program, and 
provide strategic support to our local office Lending 
Program priorities.  The individual hired to fill 
this position will be expected to provide financial 
and technical assistance to neighborhood partner 
organizations; strengthen partnerships among 
community-based organizations, anchor institutions, 
and other corporate, civic and public sector 
organizations; build and maintain consensus among 
different constituencies; and advocate for policy and 
system innovations.

Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), 
a community development intermediary, has 
a history of providing financial and technical 
assistance to community-based organizations and 
public entities focused on the redevelopment of 
urban neighborhoods and rural communities.  The 
organization works in communities throughout the 
nation to assist in the development of affordable 
multi-family and senior housing, homeownership 
opportunities, commercial enterprises, education, 

LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION 

Program Officer 

childcare, community facilities and various 
community-building programs.  LISC works with its 
partners to make communities good places to work, do 
business and raise children.  

CLICK to download the complete job description. For 
more information about LISC visit www.lisc.org.

CITY OF LAKE FOREST AND LAKE FOREST  
HOUSING AUTHORITY 

Notice of Funding Availability 

mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NOFA-Lake-Forest-CA.pdf
http://housingsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/NOFA-Lake-Forest-CA.pdf
http://www.lisc.org/media/filer_public/1b/a0/1ba04a14-409b-4e43-99cc-23bd49e0803f/062917_san_diego_program_officer.pdf
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A SDHF 
MEMBER

SDHF  
JOB BOARD

http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/contact-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/about-us/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/membership/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
http://housingsandiego.org/resources/jobs-in-afforable-housing/
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
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