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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear SDHF Members:

Herein lies the critical role of the Federation and its 
members. The informed public is fully aware of the 
problem, but not its scope. They are aware of the 
crisis, but not always its very human face. And they 
are aware of the need to act, but perhaps without a 
real understanding of what can actually be done.  Our 
role – for the Federation, and for each of you – is to 
help explain the crisis at every opportunity, and to 
help give it a scope and context. It is our role to show 
the reality of people’s lives hurt by the crisis or healed 
through housing. And, most significantly, it is our 
role to give shape to the policies and actions that can 
positively impact the situation.

This is a moment in time where the role of the 
Federation – “the Voice for Affordable Housing in San 
Diego” – is more critical than ever.  There is a rising 
demand for solutions, and we have an opportunity to 
contribute to that discussion as never before.  Seizing 
that moment, the Federation is launching an outreach 
effort to bring this discussion to community groups 
throughout the city and county.  While the immediate 
subjects may be the Veterans and Affordable Housing 
Bond Act, which will be on the statewide ballot in 
November, and our own proposed Homelessness 
and Affordable Housing Bond Measure, which we 
are working to get on the City of San Diego ballot at 

The beginning of Spring is near, the days have begun 
to get longer, and with these changes the pace of 
almost all activities seems to step up.  Everyone 
working in our sector seems to have more tasks and 
projects than ever before, in part because everyone is 
working harder to chase the limited resources that are 
out there, but also because the need is growing faster 
than the housing we can provide.

What’s true of our sector is certainly true for the 
Federation as well. We are looking ahead at an 
ambitious year, and I am especially proud of how 
our staff has stepped up the pace of programs and 
activities.  Even as the twin issues of homelessness 
and affordable housing continue to loom larger in 
the mind of the public, there are opportunities in the 
increased pressure to address the problem.

The Federation and our members are increasingly 
finding ourselves on the front pages of the papers 
(digital or otherwise) and on the front lines of the 
public discussions on housing affordability.  Whether 
in discussions of density bonuses, tax reform, 
affordable housing preservation, or the still-cresting 
issue of homelessness, we are all being asked to be 
experts and to help the public understand why this 
crisis is happening and how we can work to resolve it. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/sd-me-housing-bond-20180208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/sd-me-housing-bond-20180208-story.html
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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

WE ARE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATIVE OF  
YOUR SUPPORT

Every dollar helps to support SDHF’s 
education, advocacy, and outreach 

work so that our region has the 
resources, talent, and power it 

needs to create and preserve more 
affordable homes for San Diegans who 

are struggling to make it – working 
families, returning veterans, senior 
citizens, and neighbors living with 

mental or physical disabilities. 

DONATE NOW

Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

the same time, we will use these opportunities to talk 
about housing in broader terms.

Between now and the end of July we are hoping 
to make more than 60 public presentations to 
community and professional associations about the 
impacts of homelessness, the value of affordable 
homes, and how we can work together to solve this 
crisis.  The research we’ve done in preparation for our 
local measure shows that an overwhelming number 
of our community members care about what is 
happening to the most vulnerable among us, and that 
a large majority are actually willing to do something 
about it.

Our task is to help give definition to the actions 
that can make these solutions a reality and to 
communicate these actions clearly to a public that 
is eager to hear them.  I am extremely grateful to 
our members who have volunteered to serve as 
ambassadors in this outreach effort, to our funders 
who are making this campaign possible, and to all of 
you in the sector who work every day to fulfill this 
mission. It is your collective experience that informs 
what we do and it is your work that will serve as 
examples of how it can be done.

This effort in the next four months is just the first 
phase of an informational campaign that will 

ultimately carry through to November and beyond. 
If you are willing to be a part of the outreach, or if 
you have access to community or professional groups 
whom you feel should be reached out to, please contact 
me or Laura Nunn. 

We value your daily contribution to the work of our 
sector. We welcome your commitment to the cause of 
affordable housing. And we will need each of you in 
this campaign to bring stable, affordable housing to 
those who are most in need.

   Thank you,

I am especially proud of how our staff has stepped up the pace of 
programs, and activities. —SR

https://www.housingsandiego.org/donate
mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
mailto:laura%40housingsandiego.org?subject=From%20SDHF%20Newsletter%3A%20Outreach%20Group
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FEDERATION NEWS

SDHF is pleased to announce 
the launch of our new website!
We are proud to announce the launch of our new 
website. This project has been many months in the 
making and now we are officially live. Our new 
website is clean and fresh and most importantly 
- user-friendly! We invite you to visit and get 
reacquainted with all of our programs, resources, 
policy positions and events.

All current members in good standing will receive 
information for our Members Only section in a 
separate email. If you have any questions or would 
like more information, please contact Sarah Buchanan.

www.HousingSanDiego .org

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.com?subject=
http://www.housingsandiego.org
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FEDERATION EVENTS

SARAH BUCHANAN 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

For questions related to events, 
membership or volunteering, please 
contact: Sarah Buchanan 

s

LISC Sponsored Roundtable 
Details the History of 
Affordable Housing
On February 21, SDHF Executive Director Stephen 
Russell and LISC San Diego Lending Program Officer 
Kwofi Reed gave an engaging presentation on the 
history of Affordable Housing and the challenges 
facing financing affordable housing today. 

Russell traced the history of housing legislation at 
the federal level while also emphasizing the creation 
of and roles played by CDCs and CDFIs in housing. 
Attendees gained a better understanding of the 
context of affordable housing and why certain rules 
and regulations exist in their current state today. 
Moreover, Russell illustrated how federal policies 
of the 20th century impacted San Diego on 
the local level, which gave attendees a better 
understanding of the historical evolution of 
current San Diego conditions.

Reed picked up where Russell left off by 
describing the current situation of San Diego’s 
affordable housing industry and the growing 
number of challenges affordable housing 
developers face today. He explained how a 

population boom in the county over the past 40 years, 
rising rents coupled with stagnant wages, and limited 
buildable land all contributed to the shortage of 
affordable housing and an increase in rent-burdened 
San Diego residents. Beyond these socioeconomic 
trends and geographic factors, Reed explained how 
there are more obstacles to developing affordable 
housing and housing with resident services than 

Last month SDHF welcomed 19 attendees to our Roundtable an 
engaging presentation on the history of Affordable Housing and 
the challenges facing financing affordable housing today
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FEDERATION EVENTS

there are when developing market rate housing. For 
example, revenue generated from affordable housing 
residences are below market revenues while building 
costs for the residences are typically at market or even 
above market rates (public funding and supportive 
staff needs raise the requirements of building and 
costs of development). 

Attendees noted that they were curious in getting 
deep in the weeds of structuring deals for affordable 

Join Us on Tuesday, 
March 27 for the next 

LISC Sponsored  
Roundtable 

Price Charities Building
4305 University Avenue

Room 640
San Diego, CA 92105

Registration & Board Elections: 
8:30 – 9:15 AM

Program: 9:15 AM – 11:00 AM

After the Annual Members’ 
Meeting and Board Elections, 

Executive Director of the 
California Tax Credit Allocation 

Committee Mark Stivers will 
provide an update on TCAC.

$25 Members/ $35 Non-Members

REGISTER NOW

housing development as well as discussing new 
ideas to advance and create more affordable housing. 
With plenty of time to pick the brains of the day’s 
presenters, a lively discussion ensued with outside-the-
box solutions and specific, more specialized questions 
explored. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=s8wgb4bab&oeidk=a07ef27pqjx4a64966d
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FEDERATION EVENTS

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

C H A R T I N G
T H E 

C O U R S E 
Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act
Friday, April 6, 2018
Keynote Speaker Richard Rothstein

San Diego Central Library
Shiley Room, 9th floor
330 Park Blvd
San Diego, CA 92101 
Registration 
Opens Monday, 
February 19, 2018

The San Diego Regional Alliance for Fair Housing (SDRAFFH), the San Diego Housing  
Federation, and LISC San Diego are proud to host the 3rd Annual Fair Housing Conference 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Fair Housing Act . 

Join fair housing practitioners, policy makers, housing advocates and developers,  
community leaders, and top experts in discussing and exploring fair housing  
discrimination issues and solutions to improving our communities by reflecting on 
our past, examining our present, and looking to our future. 

For more information please visit: housingsandiego.org

Richard Rothstein’s 
book, The Color of 
Law: A Forgotten 
History of How 
our Government 
Segregated America, 
will be available for 
purchase during the 
afternoon break.

Title Sponsor

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS Register for the 3rd Annual Fair Housing Conference:
Charting the Course: Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act

Friday, April 6, 2018
9:00 am - 4:45 pm

San Diego Central Library 
Shiley Room on the 9th floor
330 Park Blvd, San Diego, CA 92101

$55  General Participant Tickets
$40  SDRAFFH Member, SDHF Member, 
 USD Employee, or Nonprofit Tickets
$25  Community Tickets

Online Registration Closes 
Friday, March 23, 2018

Join fair housing practitioners, policy makers, housing 
advocates and developers, community leaders, and 
top experts in discussing and exploring fair housing 
discrimination issues and solutions to improving our 
communities.

We are pleased to announce that Kevin Kish, Director 
of the California Department of Fair Employment and 
Housing, will join the afternoon panel to discuss the 
present and future of fair housing in California. For 
more information, click here.

REGISTER NOW! 

Meal Sponsor Thought Leader 
Sponsorship

http://housingsandiego.org/events-training/sdraffh/
https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/sdraffh-fair-housing-conference
https://sdhf.regfox.com/sdraffh-2018
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FEDERATION EVENTS

Nearly four hundred housing 
and community development 

professionals from across the region 
and state, including elected officials 
and community leaders, will attend 
the Ruby Awards held on Thursday, 
May 3, 2018 at the beautiful Prado 

in Balboa Park.

2018 Ruby Awards will be held on 
Thursday, May 3, 2018 at the Prado  
in Balboa Park. 
One of SDHF’s signature events, the annual Ruby Awards is the 
county’s largest affordable housing industry recognition event 
honoring the best people, projects, and achievements during 
the past year. Every year, hundreds of housing and community 
leaders from across the region and around the state will be on 
hand to applaud winners in more than a dozen categories and be 
inspired by their achievements.

Early-Bird discounted registration ends on Friday, March 23. 
Online pre-registration ticket sales ends on Friday, April 13. 
Tickets will be available at the door for an increased price. 

For questions, please contact Sarah Buchanan, Director of Events 
and Membership via email or at (619) 239-6693.

SPONSOR THE RUBY AWARDS

Show your support for excellence 
in San Diego Affordable Housing 
and consider a sponsorship in 2018. 
Full sponsorship packets and other 
opportunities are available.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

• Ruby Title – $25,000: SOLD to Chase

• Emerald – $15,000

• Sapphire – $10,000

• Topaz – $5,000

• Amethyst – $3,000

• Turquoise – $1,500

• Reception – $7,500: SOLD to US Bank

• Centerpiece Sponsor – $5,000 
  (One Available)

• Red Wine Sponsor – $2,000: 
  SOLD to Baldwin & Sons

• White Wine Sponsor – $2,000: 
  SOLD to Downs Pham & Kuei LLP

• Non-Profit Jade – $600 
  (Must be Non-Profit Organization)

CLICK to learn more about the  
event or review available 

sponsorship opportunities.

SELECT YOUR SPONSORSHIP

BUY TICKETS

https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
https://www.housingsandiego.org/ruby-awards-sponsorships
https://sdhf.regfox.com/2018-ruby-awards
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Volunteer for the  
2018 Ruby Awards!

It takes a small army to produce an event of this 
magnitude — there are several opportunities to  
get involved!

Pre-Event / LEGO House Building 
At the SDHF offices in North Park
3939 Iowa Street, Suite 1, San Diego, CA 92104

• Tuesday, March 27 • 4 – 8 pm
• Thursday, March 29 • 4 – 8 pm
• Tuesday, April 10 • 4 – 8 pm
• Thursday, April 12 • 4 – 8 pm

May 3rd / Event Day 
At the Prado in Balboa Park
1549 El Prado, San Diego, CA 92101

FEDERATION EVENTS

LEGO BUILDING SIGN UP
For questions, please contact Sarah Buchanan, 
Director of Events and Membership via email or at 
(619) 239-6693.

For more information, click here. 

EVENT DAY SIGN UP

https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
https://airtable.com/shrHT6ZjyPqsVwRRF
mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=Question%20Re%3A%20Ruby%20Awards
https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
https://airtable.com/shrFxuCxkrrnrL45z
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MEMBER NEWS

Encanto Village is located in the Community of 
Encanto, City of San Diego and will provide 65 
beautiful apartment homes to individuals earning 
between 0 and 60 percent of the area median 
income. The Village will also house one full time 
on-site property manager. This stunning mixed-use, 
transit-oriented development will bring high quality 
affordable housing and retail spaces to Encanto and 
the City of San Diego. The affordable homes will 
include (30) one-bedrooms, (18) two-bedrooms, and 
(17) three-bedrooms. Eight of the apartment homes 
will be set aside for veterans and their families 
with programs and services provided by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Encanto Village will 
be designed for LEED certification and will feature 
Energy Star appliances and light fixtures and new 
high efficiency heat/air conditioning systems. Water 

National Community 
Renaissance and the 
City of San Diego to celebrate 
the groundbreaking of Encanto Village. 

Arroyo Insurance

Baldwin & Sons

Century Housing

Everyday Energy

Hope Through Housing Foundation

Kingdom Development Inc.

Mercy Housing California

San Diego Community Land Trust

SCS Engineers 

THANK YOU TO OUR NEW  
AND RENEWING MEMBERS:

conservation features will be incorporated to create 
a California native and naturalized plant landscape. 
Amenities will include two resident gardens, stunning 
courtyards, an outdoor play area for children, laundry 
room, secure bicycle storage spaces, EV Charging 
spaces, real-time kiosks displaying arrival and 
departure times of the Encanto Trolley Station and a 
community room for events and on-site services, such 
as after-school activities and financial literacy classes.
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MEMBER NEWS

Each Spring, AHA hosts its anniversary "Celebration 
of Justice", and honors leaders in affordable housing 
development and advocacy. This year, Affirmed 
Housing is being honored for their involvement 
in "Housing First", through Connections Housing, 
and "Housing our Heroes", in their Zephyr Veterans 
Apartments Project. Through these projects, and 
others, they help to house the neediest among us, 
enabling them to live in safety and dignity.  
Read more about their great work.

This event features delicious food, live music,  
and a no-host bar. 

For more information, including underwriting 
opportunities, please contact Catherine A. Rodman  
at admin@affordablehousingadvocates.org. 

Proceeds benefit AHA, a nonprofit, qualified legal 
services project  providing free legal services. All 
amounts over $50 per ticket are tax deductible, in 
accordance with federal regulations.

Affordable Housing Advocates 
celebrate 27th Anniversary  
Celebration of Justice, by 
honoring Affirmed Housing.

NATIONAL CITY HOSTING SPECIAL 
MEETING ON HOUSING

The City of National City is hosting a Housing 
Workshop on Monday, March 26th at 4:00 pm 
in Council Chambers to discuss preparation of a 
comprehensive local housing strategy. The full agenda 
packet will be available for review on the City’s 
website on Thursday, March 22nd. Please forward to 
anyone who may be interested in attending. 

When:  April 25, 2018 from 6-8 p.m. 
Where:  The Prado at Balboa Park 
Cost:  $125

Rendering of Zephyr

BUY TICKETS

s

http://www.affirmedhousing.com/index.html
mailto:admin%40affordablehousingadvocates.org?subject=
http://www.nationalcityca.gov/housingworkshop
http://www.affordablehousingadvocates.org
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RESIDENT NEWS 

Jonathon Bradley is a highly-involved resident advocate 
and Army veteran at President John Adams Manor. 
Born and raised in San Diego, he is now emerging as a 
skilled community leader and role model. His residence 
at PJAM, he notes, is what has allowed him to excel in 
such leadership roles. 

Just a few years ago, Jonathon was coming out of a 
difficult divorce and was looking for a new place he 
could call his own. He remarked, “At the time, I was 
staying with my parents, just trying to get my feet 
planted again. I was trying to find my own place to 
live, my own way.” However, he wasn’t completely 
alone: he needed to find a space that would also be 
comfortable for his two young daughters. While he 
would have been alright to live in a cheaper apartment 
in a tougher area if he were solely looking out for 
himself, he needed to consider the environment in 
which his children would be growing up. Fortunately 
he was able to apply and move into an apartment at 
PJAM.

Suddenly, opportunities were opening up left and right 
for Jonathon. When asked how having an affordable 
home has impacted his life, he replied, “It has helped 
us tremendously. Not only to be able to budget our 

Featured Resident Story: Jonathon Bradley

Meet Jonathon Bradley who lives at President John 
Adams Manor.

finances for other responsibilities that we have, but it also 
allows us to have money to play with as well. We're not 
trying to rub two pennies together to afford rent or food 
or other utilities and be exhausted just by the mental 
stress of that.” He even started working as a community 
liaison in his new affordable housing community, 
explaining, “Currently I am part of a Resident CORE 
Advisory Team where I serve as the Safety and 
Security Liaison, building that active communication 
bridge between the residents here at President John 
Adams Manor” and the San Diego Police Department. 
Jonathon’s work is an important factor in creating a safe 
and comfortable living space for other residents of the 
community.

Resident Services Professional with MAAC Rafael 
Monroy remarked, “Jonathon provides a great deal of 
support to the STEP Center staff and Management at 
John Adams Manor. His efforts and experience have 
greatly served to increase safety, security and resident 
cohesion at our site.” According to Rafael, Jonathon 
also “helped re-establish the Multi-Housing Crime Free 
Housing contract with SDPD and the City of San Diego 
in early 2016 and is still participating and motivating 
residents, law enforcement, and city officials to 
participate [in] and recognize our community at this very 
moment.” 
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For all his 2016 contributions to the MAAC/President 
John Adams Manor Community, Jonathon was 
awarded a Resident Leadership Award by the Residents 
CORE Team in March 2017. Rafael explained that 
Jonathon’s leadership role on the Residents Core Team 
greatly encouraged residents’ willingness to come forth, 
document, and report incidents of vagrancy and other 
security concerns throughout the community.

Jonathon has reflected quite a lot on leadership, 
especially as he makes his current run for the District 
4 City Council seat. He muses, “Leadership is in 
my blood, but I never saw myself doing this type of 
leadership role in my life. When I was younger I never 
said, ‘Oh I’m going to be a community leader or be a 
community advocate or be in politics.’ But I have seen 
these opportunities present themselves and just hav[e] it 
in my heart to be like, ‘You know what, I can do that’ or 
‘I can be a part of that’ or ‘I would like to be involved in 
that.’ And what is stopping me to do so other than me? 
How can I say, ‘Oh this should happen’ or ‘This should 
change' and yet not be involved in making change? For 
me that doesn't make sense. For me to have a voice, I 
want to have action as well. That's what has pushed me 
to be involved as I am.”

RESIDENT NEWS 

 
We know affordable housing can 
make a difference and we love 
sharing stories that personalize the 
impact our sector is having in San 
Diego.  Contact Sarah with details 
and any corresponding images — we 
will look for an opportunity to share 
through our website, weekly brief,  
or monthly newsletter.

DO YOU HAVE A 
RESIDENT STORY 

TO SHARE?

And of course, Jonathon’s daughters are ever present 
on his mind: “[Taking on leadership roles] gives my 
daughters an opportunity to see that when you're living 
somewhere, don't just live there for the sake of living 
there but to be involved in your neighborhood, in your 
community, to know what's going on, and that it's not 
difficult to be involved.”

“Jonathon provides a great deal of support 

to the STEP Center staff and Management 

at John Adams Manor. His efforts and 

experience have greatly served to increase 

safety, security and resident cohesion at 

our site.”

— Rafael Monroy, 
Resident Services Professional with MAAC

mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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PROGRAM NEWS 

RUN San Diego at Housing 
California’s Lobby Day and 
Conference  
Unquestionably our RUN’ers are growing in number 
and capacity! For the fourth consecutive year, resident 
leaders from San Diego’s chapter of the Residents 
United Network joined nearly 150 RUN California 
members participating in Housing California’s Lobby 
Day. In fact, a few of the residents from San Diego 
led the morning training for Lobby Day and assisted 

other residents from throughout California prepare 
their stories and present the three priority bills to 
their legislators. RUN residents shared their stories 
and emphatically asked more than 90 State elected 
officials and staff members to support SB 1010, which 
would provide housing for mentally ill parolees; AB 

Top photo: Miriam Rodriguez introducing conference keynote 
speaker, Dr. Antwi Akom. Bottom photo: San Diego RUN 
residents and staff enjoying dinner post Lobby Day. 

MEHRSA IMANI 
SDHF RESIDENT AND 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

s

Resident leader Maria Hernandez introduces Assembly-member 
Brian Mainschein on Lobby Day. 
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PROGRAM NEWS 

2343, which would increase the time residents have to 
react to an eviction notice; and AB 2219, which would 
prohibit landlords from discriminating against lessees 
who have third party rent payment.

Much of the excitement from Lobby Day continued 
as several resident leaders stayed for additional 
two days to participate in the Housing California 
Conference. The conference was rich with engaging 
discussions on community organizing and action, 
housing development, policy and advocacy, property 
management and services, ending homelessness, and 
much more. SSome of our own resident leaders from 

150 RUN members participating in Lobby Day. 

CLICK for more information on the  
Residents United Network.

Lavearn London serves as a panelist in a 
workshop on housing location.

San Diego, including Lavearn London and Miriam 
Rodriguez, were among the esteemed panelists in 
various workshops. Miriam Rodriguez, our local RUN 
leader since 2015, gave a moving speech in front of 
1500 conference attendees and invited the conference to 
welcome the conference keynote speaker, Dr. Antwi Akom. 

With much enthusiasm generated from their experiences 
at Lobby Day coupled with the knowledge they gained 
from Housing California’s Conference, San Diego RUN’ers 
returned home with a sense of urgency and eagerness to 
take the next steps in reshaping affordable housing in  
San Diego. 

https://www.housingsandiego.org/residents-united-network
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PROGRAM NEWS 

ABIGAL SHNEYDER
EDUCATIONS PROGRAMS 
ASSISTANT

s

RSSN
Resident Services
Support Network

On Tuesday, February 27, Resident Service providers 
from up and down San Diego County met up to 
discuss curriculum strategies for teaching Nutrition 
Education to Teens and Youth. Nutrition & Wellness 
Educator Callie Brust from the San Diego Food Bank 
provided an interactive presentation on teaching 
healthy food preparation and cooking skills to 
around 40 Resident Service Providers. During the 
presentation, she modeled teaching a cooking class 
to teens but with the Resident Services Coordinators 
as the students! Brust walked the attendees through 6 
(abbreviated lessons) for teen nutrition education, and 
attendees left the training with their own instructor 
booklet with all 6 lesson plans, additional nutrition-
related activities, and even a yummy banana & peanut 
butter wrap. 

Brust also touched on the many other services the 
San Diego Food Bank provides that Resident Service 
Providers could tap into, such as the Food 4 Kids 
Backpack Program, the Emergency Food Assistance 
Program, and the Senior Food Program. 

Beyond the nutrition education for teens, the San 
Diego Food Bank offers instructor materials for 
nutrition education for adults, younger kids, families, 
and seniors. Resident Service Coordinators can order 
instructor booklets for their resident service providers 
and workbooks for their resident students free of 
charge from the Food Bank. 

San Diego Food Bank Shares 
Strategies for Teaching 
Nutrition to Teens and Youth

The next RSSN training will 
be a Resource Round-Up Fair 

with many local programming 
representatives present at the  

San Diego Foundation on 
Monday, March 26  

The San Diego Foundation
2508 Historic Decatur Road, Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92106 

Registration: 8:30 – 9:00 AM
Program: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

REGISTER NOW

CLICK for more information on the  
Residents Services Support Network

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=s8wgb4bab&oeidk=a07ef6bhc9tc0001b65
https://www.housingsandiego.org/resident-services-support-network
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PROGRAM NEWS 

On February 14, property managers from across San 
Diego came together for the first official meeting of the 
Supportive Housing Operations Network (SHON). 
The intention of the network is to bring together 
property managers of supportive housing residences 
as they collectively face a unique, and often intense, 
set of challenges. 

Vice President and COO of Wakeland Housing and 
Development Rebecca Louie initiated the group in the 
same way she initiated a different and very popular 
SDHF program, the Resident Services Support 
Network (RSSN). The forming of SHON is in fact 
based off of the RSSN model: like the RSSN brings 
Resident Service providers together, the SHON would 
bring Property Managers together for networking and 
training catered to their specific needs.
To help (potential) SHON members grow their 
program in these early stages, Tracey Davis from 
Wakeland Housing and Development gave a brief 
presentation on the formation of the RSSN (Davis 

sits on the RSSN Advisory Board and is a founding 
member of the network). Davis spoke on how the RSSN 
grew from 10 people brainstorming in a room together 
into a full-fledged network with a formal Advisory 
Board and well-attended trainings. She emphasized 
that the success of the RSSN was and continues to 
be due to the follow-through and dedication of the 
founding group. While she spoke of the challenges 
of essentially volunteering time and energy to form 
the network, Davis explained the profound positive 
impact of their work: for the first time Resident Service 
providers felt heard and supported. 

Creating the SHON would ideally allow Property 
Managers to feel heard and supported, too. To illustrate 
how valuable creating a space for Property Managers 
to come together, attendees discussed an issue that they 
all face regularly: how to deal with supportive housing 
residents’ lease violations. Attendees swapped stories 
of success as well of stories of concern, discussing 

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING 
FUTURE SHON MONTHLY 
MEETINGS?

To be added to our interest list, 
please contact Rebecca Louie at 
shonsandiego@gmail.com. The next 
meeting will be held Wednesday, 
March 28 at the Atmosphere 
Community Room. Future meeting 
topics may include coordination with 
service providers, crisis intervention 
and de-escalation training, hoarding, 
and more.  

Supportive Housing Operations Network – First Official Meeting

mailto:shonsandiego%40gmail.com?subject=SHON
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PROGRAM NEWS 

strategies that had worked surprisingly well and 
others that had caused more stress than gain. There 
were frequently many heads nodding in unison. 
At the end of the meeting, Louie explained that expert 
guests could be invited at future meetings and that 
simply having these discussions was a great start. 
She called for volunteers to take on leadership roles 
and explained that the meetings would be once-
monthly. SDHF Education Programs Coordinator 
Abby Shneyder was in attendance to explain the role 
that the Federation may play in regards to the SHON; 
the SHON may very soon be folded into SDHF 
programming. 
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POLICY UPDATES

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website.

City of San Diego adopts density 
bonus upgrades
Building upon the past success to reach consensus on 
housing solutions, the San Diego City Council voted on 
March 7th to adopt new incentives for the construction 
of both market-rate and affordable housing. Several 
of the changes to the city’s density bonus program 
brought the city up-to-date with statewide legislation, 
including AB 2501, a bill supported by SDHF to 
clarify and strengthen the provisions of the density 
bonus program. In addition to those changes, the 
city’s “density bonus working group,” representing 
stakeholders for housing development of all types, 
identified two new incentives that would allow for an 
increase in overall housing supply: a density bonus for 
developments that do not request a waiver or incentive 
but can build additional density within the structural 
envelop; and a density bonus for the development of 
micro-units within transit priority areas. The Housing 
Federation was pleased to be at the table when these 
proposals were discussed and to play a role in shaping 
the new incentives offered by the program. Our 
support was covered in San Diego CityBeat, where Seth 
Combs noted how many speakers went to the podium 
in support. At the end of the last working group 
meeting, one attendee said, “This was fun! Let’s get 
the band back together soon!” We agree. When a wide 
range of voices can come together in harmony, our 
tune can be heard. We hope to do it again soon. 

After an absence at last year’s conference following 
the birth of my daughter, it was a delight to return 
to the annual Housing California conference this 
year. As always, the conference offered a menu of 
workshops that made me wish that I could somehow 
find a way to be in three places at once. I attended 
sessions that covered the implementation of the new 
state laws created by last year’s “housing package,” 
a discussion on the efficacy of the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment (RHNA) in achieving housing goals, 
and a workshop on tools to prevent displacement 
and further fair housing. Each session provided 
new information, incited interest in additional 
advocacy, and made me increasingly proud of the 
advocacy work we do here at the San Diego Housing 
Federation. In addition to the conference sessions, the 
opportunity to hear directly from all six gubernatorial 
candidates was a unique highlight. While each 
candidate expressed unique views on their approach 
to housing solutions, it was remarkable to see and 
hear housing as a priority for each candidate running 
for the highest office in state government. Certainly, 
the housing crisis has played a role in raising the 
issue to the prioritization it needs and deserves, but 
I have no doubt that our collective efforts as those 
who advocate for affordable housing over many, 
many years was a major factor as well. There were 
several takeaways from this year’s Housing California 
conference, but the biggest one for me is that we are 
a force to be reckoned with. Now is our time and we 
will continue to succeed in seeing legislative victories. 
Congratulations to the entire Housing California team 
on a very successful conference. Looking forward to 
another exciting year of advocacy!

LAURA NUNN
SDHF POLICY DIRECTOR

s

A note from Laura on the 
Housing California Conference

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://sdcitybeat.com/news-and-opinion/from-the-editor/whole-lotta-housing-love/
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AROUND THE COUNTY

San Diego Needs to Build Way More 
Housing – and Local Leaders Are 
Freaked
Voice of San Diego 

State officials delivered San Diego leaders a tough 
message last week: You need to permit three times 
more housing countywide — or else. Officials from 
cities across the county didn’t take it well. At last 
week’s SANDAG board meeting, local officials got 
an update on the state’s latest estimate of how much 
housing production is needed in the coming years. 
The early estimate says San Diego County cities will 
need to give the go-ahead to 171,685 new homes to 
meet state housing targets between 2021 and 2028. 
That would mean building more than 21,000 units 
countywide each year — nearly three times what the 
region has allowed over the past seven years.

San Diego Lawmakers Introduce 
Bill Aimed At Creating Affordable 
Housing
KPBS 

State and local lawmakers want to make it easier to 
build more affordable housing units. Assembly Bill 
2372 authored by local State Assemblyman Todd 

Gloria and Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez-Fletcher 
would create a new incentive for developers. AB 2372 
would give developers a new floor area ratio, FAR, 
incentive, allowing them to calculate the number of 
potential units and fees based on square-footage and 
not units per acre. Gloria believes this would allow 
developers to maximize the use of development sites..

San Diego Wants to Combat Its 
Housing Shortage by Converting 
Empty Storefronts
Voice of San Diego 

Next month, the City Council is scheduled to make 
changes to San Diego’s development regulations. 
Mayor Kevin Faulconer and a few Council members 
have pitched ways to tweak the rules to encourage 
more homebuilding. Councilmembers David Alvarez 
and Scott Sherman are proposing temporarily relaxing 
a rule requiring developers to build ground-floor retail 
space in new projects. They want to couple it with 
rewriting the city’s live-work rules to open up who 
can live in the converted commercial spaces. They’re 
two of a series of proposals in the duo’s plan aimed at 
combating the city’s housing shortage.

https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/land-use/san-diego-needs-build-way-housing-local-leaders-freaked/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2018/feb/14/san-diego-lawmakers-introduce-bill-aimed-creating-/
https://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/land-use/council-plan-hopes-clear-glut-empty-retail-spaces-combat-citys-housing-shortage/
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AROUND THE STATE

Annual Report for the Fiscal Year 
2016-2017
California Department of Housing and Community 
Development

HCD has released its annual report for the last fiscal 
year. The report highlights the accomplishments of the 
agency as well as progress and improvements made 
over the past year. 

Blame California’s cities and 
counties for housing delays, not state 
environmental law, new study says
The Los Angeles Times 

Those who want to blame a California environmental 
law for the state’s housing problems should instead 
point their fingers at cities and counties, according 
to a new report from researchers at UC Berkeley and 
Columbia University. The real problem isn’t CEQA, 
but rather how local governments approve projects, 
the report said. CEQA only comes into play if a city 
or county decides to review housing developments 
individually. If a local government relies on zoning 
or other processes to determine whether a particular 
project gets built, developers don’t have to go through 
the CEQA process.

California homeowners  receive $6 
billion a year in subsidies — 15 times 
more than renters, report finds
The Los Angeles Times 

The report from the California Housing Partnership, 
a nonprofit low-income housing advocate, found that 
homeowners in the state received billions in subsidies 
through being able to deduct interest on their mortgages 
and their property taxes from their state tax bills. The 
report determined that the single largest housing 
subsidy in 2017 was $3.9 billion for the mortgage interest 
deduction, which is the state’s version of a benefit that 
also applies to homeowners’ federal taxes.

$1.5 billion for housing, homeless 
services proposed by legislators
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

Assembly Bill 3151, authored by Democrat Phil Ting 
of San Francisco, calls for 25 percent of the state’s 
$6.1 billion budget surplus to address homelessness. 
Municipalities would get money as a matching fund to 
what they spend locally on existing or new programs. 
State Sen. Ricardo Lara, D-Bell Gardens, is a principal 
co-author in the Senate. Assemblyman Todd Gloria, 
D-San Diego, is one of 19 co-authors of the bill and one 
of four Assembly members who wrote to Ting, chair of 
the Assembly Budget Committee, on Feb. 1 asking for 
$1 billion of the state’s surplus to be set aside to help the 
homeless.

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/HCD_2016-17_Annual-Report_Final.pdf
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/HCD_2016-17_Annual-Report_Final.pdf
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-blame-cities-and-counties-for-housing-1519168035-htmlstory.html
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-california-homeowners-receive-6-billion-1520286749-htmlstory.html#nws=mcnewsletter
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/homelessness/sd-me-homeless-bill-20180221-story.html


SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   March 2018 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 23

AROUND THE NATION

The Number of High-Income Renters 
Surged, Especially in the Nation’s 
Highest-Cost Markets
Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University 

The shift comes amid tremendous growth in the 
national rental housing market, which added nearly 
10 million new rental households between 2006 
and 2016. These include 2.9 million "high-income" 
renters (those with real annual incomes exceeding 
$100,000). This is a 29 percent increase in a group 
that represented 9 percent of all renters in 2006 but 
accounted for 13 percent of renters in 2016.

A New Focus on College Campuses: 
Ending Housing Insecurity
U.S. News & World Report  

A senior at California State University, Sacramento, 
is managing a busy schedule this semester: two 
internships and a full course load. But she used to 
face a very different challenge: when the dorms were 
closed, she was homeless. Montoya grew up shuttling 
between different relatives and a foster family. 
Moving constantly was hard, especially because she 
didn't know long she would be living in one place. 
But she believed that going to college would make 
her living situation more stable, so she enrolled in a 
school in the Bay area. 

Blessed Homes: Old churches and 
underutilized properties are finding 
new use as affordable housing
Affordable Housing Finance 

Churches—whether they be parishes, cathedrals, 
synagogues, mosques, or temples—serve as 
foundations in communities. Houses of worship. 
Historic and geographic landmarks. Moral compasses. 
Meeting halls. Soup kitchens. Shelters. Perhaps, it’s 
only fitting that a few end up as affordable housing. 
In recent months, a number of notable developments 
involving the conversion of a church property into 
housing have opened or gotten underway.

Immanuel Church in Long Beach, Calif., has been transformed 
into 25 homes for low-income seniors by Thomas Safran & 
Associates and Clifford Beers Housing. Photo: Alexander Vertikoff

http://housingperspectives.blogspot.com/2018/02/the-number-of-high-income-renters.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2018-02-27/campus-focus-on-solving-housing-insecurity-helping-homeless-students
http://www.housingfinance.com/developments/blessed-homes_o
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FROM OUR SPONSOR

CSH Subscription Service

The CSH Supportive Housing Training Center is 
upgrading the All Access Pass to offer even more 
trainings, exclusive access and benefits.

In addition to extensive and comprehensive trainings 
on supportive housing – including creation, financing, 
services, coordinated entry, Medicaid billing and 
other health and human services partnerships, CSH 
Subscription Service gives you:
•  New courses for supportive housing supervisors   
 to improve program operations and support staff   
 management
• Access to national learning communities to foster   
 peer exchanges highlighting best practices across   
 the country
• Direct interaction with experts at CSH to support   
 your specific work
• Exclusive previews of CSH reports and other    
materials
• Discount on the upcoming CSH Summit

Visit or www.csh.org/training or contact the CSH 
Training Center at training@csh.org for a quote for an 
individual group rate.

FUSE Resource Center 

CSH recently launched a new landing page for FUSE 
(Frequent Users Systems Engagement) resources including 
an overview of the FUSE model, research and evaluation, 
and news from across the country.   FUSE is a proven model 
identifying frequent users of jails, shelters, hospitals and/
or other crisis public services and then improving their 
lives through supportive housing. Supportive housing is an 
evidence-based solution that leads to better health and other 
good outcomes for people homeless and disabled. Tenants 
are provided affordable housing with wraparound support 
services, which stabilizes their lives and significantly reduces 
returns to jail and homelessness, reliance on emergency 
health services, and improves overall quality of life. 

CSH’s work with communities implementing FUSE 
nationwide has led to the development of a conceptual 
framework, or Blueprint, for developing, implementing and 
scaling FUSE programs. While CSH has helped each of the 
communities implementing FUSE to adapt the model to suit 
its unique local contexts and conditions, at the core of FUSE 
are three essential pillars:
• Data driven problem solving
• Policy and systems reform
• Targeted housing and services.

CSH FUSE has been formally evaluated and shows 
impressive reductions in the use of expensive crisis services 
and greatly improves housing retention.  Visit http://www.
csh.org/fuse for more information.  

CSH Summit

Hundreds of thought leaders from 
all over the country will gather in 
Los Angeles this June 5 - 7 for the 
only national conference devoted 
to supportive housing, and will 
hear from experts sharing their 
insights, hands-on experiences, and 
guidance.  The Summit offers over 
50 sessions across 11 tracks of the 
most pressing local and national 
topics ranging from new funding 
sources, identifying the needs for 
rural communities, and strengthen-
ing the link between healthcare and 
housing. 
Visit www.csh.org/Summit18 to 
register.  

CSH Offers New Online Resources

http://www.csh.org/training
mailto:training%40csh.org?subject=
http://www.csh.org/fuse
http://www.csh.org/fuse
http://www.csh.org/Summit18
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A  
MEMBER OF SDHF

SDHF  
JOB BOARD

https://www.housingsandiego.org/contact
https://www.housingsandiego.org/what-we-do
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
https://www.instagram.com/sdhousingfederation/
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