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FEDERATION FRONT LINE

STEPHEN RUSSELL
SDHF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear SDHF Members:

This month’s edition of our newsletter is dedicated 
to the Ruby Awards and all of the nominees who 
represent the best work that our sector does.  
The Ruby Awards is a special time in the year when 
our community comes together and recognizes 
the extraordinary work being done every day by 
individuals and organizations throughout our region.
We are very appreciative of the many sponsors who 
made the night a financial and logistical success. 
We are especially grateful to our reception sponsor, 
US Bank, and to our Title Sponsor for the evening, 
JPMorgan Chase. 

In addition to recognizing great projects – and 
there were certainly some top contenders this year 
– the majority of the awards and nominations go to 
individuals who work in our sector.  This reflects 
the basic fact, often overlooked by others when they 
talk about our sector, that affordable housing is 
about people.  Listening to the wealth of stories and 
biographies at the awards ceremony, I was struck 
once again by the richness of talent and heart that 
defines our housing community. 

Steve Russell, Executive Director
steve@housingsandiego.org

s

The affordable housing crisis before us is still 
deepening, and the challenges in producing homes 
remain daunting, and yet we persist.  This tenacity is 
a testimony to all of you who take up that challenge in 
your work every day.

Congratulations to all of this year’s winners and to 
everyone who was nominated, and thank you to 
everyone who attended and supported this event. 

mailto:steve%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
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FEDERATION NEWS

We are sad to report that our intern, Amanda Kilian 
will be leaving the San Diego Housing Federation, as 
she graduates from California State University, Long 
Beach this May. 

Amanda began working with SDHF in August of 
2017 and has assisted in many important matters and 
events this year, including the Ruby Awards, Annual 
Conference, website revision, policy, and news items. 
We are proud to have worked with an outstanding 
young woman who went above and beyond. 

Amanda was a true team-player and helped make 
the office a happy place to work. We have been 

constantly impressed by the professionalism, creativity, 
enthusiasm, and commitment she has displayed over 
the past year.

We wanted to say a special thank you to you, Amanda. 
It was a pleasure getting to know you, watching you 
learn, and celebrating your successes. Thank you for 
always bringing both your strong work ethic and 
joy with you every day. We are so proud of you and 
all you have accomplished during your time here at 
SDHF. 

We will miss you, Amanda, and we wish you the very 
best and know you will continue to make us proud! 

Congratulations Amanda and Thank you!

s

Thank you, Amanda, 
for always bringing 
both your strong 
work ethic and joy 
with you every day!
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FEDERATION EVENTS

SARAH BUCHANAN 
DIRECTOR OF EVENTS  
& MEMBERSHIP

s

For questions related to events, 
membership or volunteering, please 
contact: Sarah Buchanan 

s

Call for Conference Workshop 
Proposals: Due Friday, June 1, 2018

San Diego Housing Federation’s annual Affordable 
Housing & Community Development Conference 
brings together more than 400 developers, builders, 
architects, lenders, property managers, service 
providers, elected and agency officials and staff, and 
community and business leaders to share innovative 
approaches to affordable housing, community, and 
economic development. We invite you to share your 
expertise with us at this conference as a workshop 
presenter or convener.

This year’s conference will focus on the topic: 
Housing at the Breaking Point: Demanding 
Solutions

To the degree possible, workshops should focus on 
responses to recent changes in the social and political 
environment; these include increasing housing 
instability for a growing number of individuals and 
families and addressing uncertainty of programs 
that have long supported affordable housing and 
community development. In these changing times, 
what forward-thinking solutions can be examined 
to preserve the positive impact affordable homes 
have on human health, families, financial mobility or 
children’s educational outcomes; or its role as a driver 
of economic growth, workforce development and 
neighborhood revitalization?

IMPORTANT LINKS:
Workshop Tracks and Guidelines Information 
Workshop Application 

GUIDELINES/REQUIREMENTS:
Workshops should be designed for 1 hour and 15 minute 
duration. You must designate the last 10 minutes of your 
session for Q and A.

• Moderators need to just moderate and not be one of the 
presenters themselves.
• No more than four total panelists (3 presenters and one 
moderator).
• Speakers or panelists must register at a reduced speaker 
rate if they are attending any part of the conference in 
addition to their workshop. Travel expenses will not be 
reimbursed.
• Final Description of the workshop, all bios for speakers 
and moderators, AV needs, and full contact list of speakers 
for all accepted workshops must be received by Friday, July 
27, 2018.
• All presentations/handouts will be posted online and will 
need to be received by Friday, September 21, 2018 to be 
online ahead of time.
• Sessions need to be well rounded and present multiple 
perspectives, if necessary. Sessions designed to sell or 
promote one company’s product will not be accepted.

 Workshop conveners will be notified of acceptance the 
week of July 6, 2018.

Questions? CLICK for more information.

mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a6bd016f9a61e52e8379751/t/5adf60e6575d1f7e9e1a7406/1524588776640/2018+Workshop+Submission+Form_FINAL.pdf
https://airtable.com/shrkkuj0EWj5L11D3
https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/annual-conference-and-pre-conference-institutes
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FEDERATION EVENTS

Show your support for excellence in San Diego 
Affordable Housing and consider a sponsorship 
in 2018. Full sponsorship packets and other 
opportunities are available. This packet details 
the various SDHF membership and sponsorship 
opportunities available along with corresponding 
benefits, allowing you to choose the options.

The Annual Affordable Housing & Community 
Development Conference draws over 500 hundred 
attendees— including expert panelists and presenters 
from across the state and country. The conference 
delivers specific guidance in areas such as affordable 
housing design and development, housing finance, 
supportive housing, property and asset management, 
and housing policy and advocacy.

If you have questions or would like to support SDHF 
in a way that is not listed here, we are here to help. 
Contact Sarah Buchanan, Director of Events and 
Membership at (619) 239-6693 or  
sarah@housingsandiego.org.

Wednesday, October 3, 2018  
and Thursday, October 4, 2018 
Marriott Marquis & Marina

2018 Conference &  
Pre-Conference Institutes 
Sponsorship Opportunities 
Available Now!

CONFERENCE
·	 Title – $25,000 (One Available)

·	 Platinum – $15,000
·	 Gold – $10,000
·	 Silver – $5,000
·	 Bronze – $2,500
·	 VIP Reception – $7,500 (One Available)

·	 Mobile App Sponsor – $6,000 (One Available)

·	 Lunch Sponsor – $3,500 (One Available)

·	 Breakfast Sponsor – $3,000 (One Available)

·	 Track Sponsor — $3,000 (Six Available)

o Policy and Advocacy
o Communications and Marketing
o Design and Development
o Emerging Trends
o Housing Finance
o Supportive Housing

·	 Morning Coffee Break – $2,500 (One Available)

·	 Afternoon Coffee Break – $2,500 (One Available)

·	 Post-Conference Reception – $2,500 (One Available)

·	 Centerpiece Sponsor – $2,500
·	 Name Badge Sponsor – $2,000
·	 Lanyard Sponsor – $2,000
·	 Exhibitor – $1,000
·	 Non-Profit Supporter— $600 (Must be Non-Profit Org.)

PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTES (One Available of each)

·	 Pre-Conference Institute Title Sponsor – $6,000
·	 Pre-Conference Institute Meal Sponsor – $5,000
·	 Fundamentals Institute – $3,000
·	 Resident Services Institute – $3,000

SECURE YOUR SPONSORSHIP TODAY

https://www.housingsandiego.org/s/2018_SDHF_MembershipSponsorshipOpportunities_Updated-2018-0405.pdf
https://www.housingsandiego.org/s/2018_SDHF_MembershipSponsorshipOpportunities_Updated-2018-0405.pdf
tel:6192396693
mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-title-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-platinum-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-gold-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-silver-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-bronze-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-vip-reception-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-mobile-app-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-lunch-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-breakfast-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-track-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-morning-coffee-break-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-afternoon-coffee-break-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-post-reception-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-centerpiece-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-name-badge-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-lanyard-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-exhibitor-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/conference-non-profit-supporter-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/pre-conference-institute-title-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/pre-conference-institute-meal-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/pre-conference-institute-fundamentals-institute-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-store/pre-conference-resident-services-institute-sponsor
https://www.housingsandiego.org/conference-and-preconference-institutes-sponsorships
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>>>

On Thursday, May 3rd, 2018, the San Diego 
Housing Federation (SDHF) held the 28th 
annual Ruby Awards at the Prado in Balboa 
Park. The San Diego Housing Federation 
holds the Ruby Awards Dinner annually 
to recognize extraordinary achievements 
in affordable housing development, 
community development, public policy, and 
housing advocacy.  

One of SDHF’s signature events, the Ruby 
Awards is the county’s largest affordable 
housing community recognition event 
which honors the best people, projects 
and achievements during the past year. 
Hundreds of housing and community leaders 
from across the region and around the state 
will be on hand to applaud winners in more 
than a dozen categories and acknowledge 
the achievements of their peers.

The reception, which was sponsored by US 
Bank, was held from 5:30 – 7:00 pm in the 
courtyard and featured bites and cocktails 
for attendees to enjoy. 
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The program was kicked off by our emcee, 
Executive Director Stephen Russell, at 7:30 
pm in the Grand Ballroom of Prado and 
attendees enjoyed dinner and red wine 
sponsored by Baldwin & Sons and white 
wine sponsored by Downs Pham & Kuei 
LLP. Adorning the tables again this year 
were LEGO Houses which were sponsored 
by Sun Country Builders and built by many 
dedicated and tireless volunteers.

Winners in twelve categories—including 
“Project of the Year,” “Outstanding Resident 
Leader,” and “Outstanding Advocate”—were 
selected by a cross-disciplinary jury while the 
“Housing Champion” was again selected by 
the SDHF Board of Directors. 

Thank you to the Selection Committee, 
Planning Committee, Board, Staff and all the 
volunteers that made the event a success!
Congratulations again to all the award 
nominees and winners! A complete list of 
Ruby Award nominees is HERE.

RUBY AWARDS 2018

>>>

https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards


SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   May 2018 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 9

RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

Receiving this year’s Housing Champion award 
was Ken Sauder, President and CEO of Wakeland 
Housing. Sauder was selected for this accolade due 
to his 35-year commitment to affordable housing 
that continues to advance the principles of the San 
Diego Housing Federation. As President and CEO 
of Wakeland Housing, he led the development of 
more than 6,700 units in 44 developments throughout 
California, including more than 100 units of 
permanent supportive housing designed to help 
stabilize formerly homeless individuals. 

Throughout his career, Sauder has exemplified strong 
leadership and an unwavering dedication to serving 
lower income families and those in need. His strong 
impact in the industry not only affects the San Diego 
community but extends beyond the County. He was 
the former executive director of Tijuana-San Diego 
Habitat For Humanity, where he headed a team of six 
staff and countless volunteers that built 100 houses in 
Tijuana. Sauder’s achievements point the way toward 
a broader view of the region. 

HOUSING CHAMPION AWARD

“The outstanding individuals like Ken Sauder, 
dedicated organizations, and unique projects that are 
nominated each year is a testament to the strength 
of the affordable housing industry and community 
development in our region,” said Matt Jumper, San 
Diego Housing Federation President. “Celebrating the 
28th annual Ruby Awards comes at an important time, 
as the Housing Federation continues to broaden its 
reach.”
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RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

The San Diego Housing Federation 
would like to thank our Title Sponsor, 
CHASE along with all of our sponsoring 
organizations and individuals for their 
generous donations towards the Ruby 
Awards event.

CLICK for a complete list of this year’s 
sponsors.  

OUTSTANDING RESIDENT LEADER

An Outstanding Resident Leader is an individual residing in 
affordable housing in our region who has played an important 
role in promoting the creation of more affordable housing and/or 
enhancing how affordable housing improves the lives of residents 
and local communities. 

 
♦ The Ruby Award 
went to Miguel 
Figueroa of Paradise 
Creek Apartments 
in National 
City. Miguel is 
a Community 
Volunteer Leader 
and graduating 
high school senior. 
He leads the 
Community Center 
and afterschool-
learning program, 
providing a fun, 
supportive, and safe 

place to learn. Miguel exemplifies the powerful impact of 
youth engagement.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO RESIDENTS

Outstanding Service to Residents goes to an individual employee, 
volunteer, team or program that is going beyond the call of duty 
to make a difference in the lives of residents.  

♦ The Ruby Award 
for Outstanding 
Service to Residents 
went to Dennis 
Dearie, Director of 
Supportive Services 
at Serving Seniors. 
Working with a 
cross-section of the 
most vulnerable 
seniors in our 
community, Dennis 
creates a welcoming 
environment in 
which his efforts 
are tailored to the 

particular individual. He has even mentored and inspired 
dozens of student interns working with the older adult 
population.

>>>

Shani Ryan of Chase

https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
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RUBY AWARDS 2017 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

Congratulations to each and every one 
of our nominees. Our sector is stronger 
through your efforts.

CLICK for a complete list of  
this year’s nominees.

OUTSTANDING ADVOCATE
An Outstanding Advocate is an individual or organization who 
is raising their voice so that we can all raise ours. 

♦ The Ruby Award for 
Outstanding Advocate 
went to Jackie Camp. 
Jackie was appointed to 
the City of Oceanside 
Housing Commission 
in 1999 and continues 
to serve today; she is 
their longest serving 
housing commissioner 
in history. She is a 
lifelong proponent 
and fierce warrior of 
affordable housing 
production in 
Oceanside, and she 
is a staunch advocate 
of high quality, 
universal design, and 

the implementation of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act in all affordable housing developments and public 
improvements.

SDG&E ENERGY EFFICIENCY & 
SUSTAINABILITY AWARD FOR NEW 
CONSTRUCTION 
The SDG&E Energy Efficiency & Sustainability Award for 
New Construction recognizes a new construction affordable 
housing development that promotes energy efficiency and/or 
sustainability in their design and construction. 

♦ The Ruby 
Award went to 
North Park Seniors 
from Community 
HousingWorks. 
North Park Seniors 
reflects the best 
principles of 
sustainability 
including energy 
and water efficiency, 
transit-oriented 
location, and 
sustainable design 
to encourage and 
promote healthy 
living. North 
Park Seniors is a 
194-apartment, 

LGBT-affirming, transit-oriented development completed 
in December 2017 in San Diego.

RUBY AWARDS 2018

>>>

https://www.housingsandiego.org/events-2/2018-ruby-awards
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RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

CSH SUPPORTIVE HOUSING AWARD 

♦ The Ruby Award went to Talmadge Gateway from 
Wakeland Housing and Development Corporation, St. 
Paul’s PACE, and City Heights CDC. Talmadge Gateway 
is a project that has transformed San Diego’s approach to 
addressing homelessness for older adults by effectively 
weaving together PACE services, affordable housing, 
operating subsidies, and referrals flowing to the property 
through the Coordinated Entry System. Talmadge 
Gateway embodies all of the key elements of quality 
supportive housing.

The CSH Supportive Housing Ruby 
award recognizes an outstanding 
supportive housing project, 
organization, or individual leader in 
San Diego. Nominees in this category 
are completed housing developments 
that have a focus on supportive 
services to enable people to end their 
homelessness.

s

OUTSTANDING DEVELOPMENT PARTNER 
In the category for Outstanding Development Partner, the 
nominees exemplify what it means to be partner who provided 
outstanding support on an affordable housing development. 

♦ The Ruby Award 
for Outstanding 
Development 
Partner went to 
LISC San Diego. 
Having recently 
celebrated their 
25th anniversary, 
LISC San Diego 
was a crucial early 
partner and investor 
that made many 
affordable housing 
projects in San Diego 
possible. According 
to the San Diego 
Business Journal, 
LISC—in its 25 years 
in San Diego—

has invested $232 million in grants, loans, and equity 
investments in low-income communities in San Diego, 
leveraging $1 billion in total development. That has led to 
the creation of more than 6,000 affordable rental housing 
units and the development of over one million square feet 
of retail and commercial space. 

>>>
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RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

OUTSTANDING GOVERNMENT AGENCY  
OR ELECTED OFFICIAL

Nominees for Outstanding Government Agency or Elected 
Official took unusual risks or initiatives to support affordable 
housing and community development. 

♦ The Ruby Award for Outstanding Government 
Agency or Elected Official went to two individuals this 
year: Senator Toni Atkins and Assemblymember Brian 
Maienschein. 

Senator Toni Atkins, a Democrat representing San Diego in 
the California State Senate, is a long-time advocate in the 
fight to improve California’s affordable housing dilemma. 
Her introduction of Senate Bill 2 (the Building Homes and 
Jobs Act) during the 2017 legislative session was essential 
in creating a permanent funding source for affordable 
housing and decreasing regulations for affordable housing 
developers. Toni’s efforts are pivotal in addressing the 
housing crisis and will surely improve the quality of life 
for our residents and California’s future.

LEGO HOUSE 
CENTERPIECES

The custom LEGO house centerpieces 
at each table went home with 
the highest bidders. Every dollar 
donated will go toward the San Diego 
Housing Federation’s programs. 
These programs include the Resident 
Services Support Network (RSSN) and 
the Residents United Network (RUN). 
Special thanks to Sun Country Builders 
for sponsoring the LEGO houses.

In the past year, Assemblymember Brian Maienschein was 
the only Republican who voted yes on SB2, the measure to 
create a permanent funding source for affordable housing. 
On his critical vote, Brian said, “To do nothing for me is not 
an option.” Currently, Assemblymember Maienschein is 
coauthoring AB 3171, a $1.5 billion request from the Big 11 
Mayors that would provide matching grant funds to cities 
that are working towards helping people who are homeless, 
including housing for these individuals.

>>>



SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   May 2018 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 14

RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

JOHN CRAVEN MEMORIAL AWARD

This award honors a public employee who has taken unique 
risks or gone above and beyond the call of duty to facilitate the 
creation of affordable homes in a community or jurisdiction. 
The award is bestowed in memory of John Craven, one of San 
Diego’s most dedicated housing development officials. 

♦ The John Craven Memorial Award went to Rachel 
Hurst, most-recently 
from the Community 
Development 
Agency of the City 
of Coronado. Rachel 
Hurst is a seasoned 
city administrator with 
a career spanning over 
35 years in several 
different California 
jurisdictions. She has 
been visibly dedicated 
to redevelopment, 
housing, land use, 
and planning issues. 
Rachel recently 
retired from the 
City of Coronado 

where she served for more than 11 years as the Director 
of Redevelopment and Housing Services and then the 
Director of Community Development.

INNOVATIONS AWARD 

The Innovations Award encompasses new and interesting ideas 
in housing or services. 

♦ The Ruby Award went to North Park Seniors from 
Community HousingWorks. North Park Seniors is 
recognized for its pioneering use of density bonuses 
along with its innovative approach to housing the LGBT 
senior community in what is sure to become a national 
model. North Park Seniors is one of only a handful of 
developments in the nation that is designed to have an 
affirming and supportive environment for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender seniors.  

A BIG THANK YOU TO 
OUR HARD-WORKING 
VOLUNTEERS! 

They helped us set-up for the event, 
get everyone checked-in smoothly, 
and keep the party moving! 

>>>
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HOUSING PROJECT OF THE YEAR – NEW CONSTRUCTION

This award recognizes Affordable Housing Developments completed in San Diego 
County between January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017.

♦ The Ruby Award went to Atmosphere from Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation. Wakeland Housing took a blighted site that 
had been vacant since 2004 and transformed it into a stunning example of 
community development. The project serves a diverse group of residents and 
includes 51 units of permanent supportive housing with wraparound services 
for formerly homeless individuals.

RUBY AWARDS 2018 Congratulations 
        to Our 2018 Ruby Award Winners

HOUSING PROJECT OF THE YEAR – REHAB

This award recognizes Affordable Housing Developments that was an 
acquisition/rehabilitation project completed in San Diego County between 
January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017.

♦ The Ruby Award went to Woodglen Vista from Jamboree. Last 
year’s property rehabilitation of Woodglen went above and beyond the 
typical property refresh. The 2017 rehab of this 40 year old property 
was focused on both improvements in the individual units and an 
overhaul of the major components of the property infrastructure.

JOB WELL DONE!

A special salute to our Director 
of Events and Membership Sarah 
Buchanan. Working closely with 
the Ruby Award Judging and Event  
committees, Sarah masterfully 
organized the many, many details 
and logistics to bring their vision to 
fruition.  Plus, she is now qualified as 
a Master Lego Builder!

>>>
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MEMBER NEWS

California Municipal Finance Authority

City of Chula Vista

City of National City

FPI Management, Inc.

Price Charities

Promise Energy

Red Capital Group

Rodriguez Associates Architects & Planners Inc.

Urban Housing Communities LLC

Thank you to our new and 
renewing members:

 
Win an award? Hosting a ribbon-
cutting reception? Breaking ground 
on a new project? SDHF is a great 
resource to share your good news 
with industry colleagues. Simply 
email Sarah with a press release and 
any corresponding images — we 
will look for an opportunity to share 
through our  
website,  
weekly brief,  
or monthly  
newsletter.

SHARE YOUR NEWS 
WITH US, AND WE 

WILL SHARE IT WITH 
YOUR FEDERATION 

COLLEAGUES 

JOIN A COMMITTEE TODAY

SDHF WANTS YOU!
Much of San Diego Housing Federation’s work 
is accomplished through committees and work 
groups which are open to all members. These 
groups of volunteers and their staff liaisons 
provide analysis, ideas, and recommendations 
that are forwarded to the Board of Directors. 
Frequently, they are tasked with implementing 
recommendations as well. All current members 
and staff of current member organizations in 
good standing are encouraged to participate in 
San Diego Housing Federation Committees.

We are currently looking for committee 
members for the following committees:

• Marketing and Outreach Committee
• Education Committee 
• 2018 Annual Conference Committee
• 2019 Ruby Awards Committee

To sign up for a committee or if you have 
questions regarding other volunteer 
opportunities, please contact  Sarah Buchanan 
Mirabelli, Director or Events and Membership. 

Click here for more information regarding the 
committees.

mailto:Sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
mailto:sarah%40housingsandiego.org?subject=
https://www.housingsandiego.org/committees
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RESIDENT NEWS 

Despite his young age, Miguel Figueroa has proven to 
be the most driven, influential leader the Paradise Creek 
Community Housing Works has ever had. His endless 
motivation to further the education of the students 
participating in the after-school program at Paradise 
Creek is truly inspiring. Miguel is a bright, young man 
who truly inspires those around him. 

Miguel has risen from being a teen afterschool volunteer 
to becoming Paradise Creek Community’s Volunteer 
Leader (CVL) in the Community Learning Center. Parts 
of his role as an afterschool volunteer is working with 
K-5th-grade students, enhancing their literacy skills 
through academic support, read-aloud activities, and 
homework help. Despite the many responsibilities that 
Miguel has at home and at school, he has found the 
time to volunteer every single day as well take on new 
challenges. 

Because of his strong leadership and passion, Miguel 
decided to continue supporting his community 
and become the first teen to transition to the role of 
Community Volunteer Leader. As a CVL, Miguel opens 
the Community Center and leads our afterschool-
learning program, making it a fun, safe, and supportive 
place to learn. Miguel is now trained and able to run 
the after-school program on his own. Miguel’s ability 

Featured Resident Story: Miguel Figueroa

Meet Miguel Figueroa who lives at Paradise Creek.

to take initiative has allowed for new relationships to be 
built with the residents as well with our outside partners. 

Miguel has one young sister who comes with him to the 
Learning Center every day. He is determined his sister 
receives one-on-one support and continues her education. 
The passion that Miguel has for helping our community 
goes beyond any expectation. Half of our students who 
attend our Learning Center are young boys; Miguel 
has been a positive male role model for all of them. Our 
students see that Miguel is dedicated and committed at a 
very young age and they strive to be just like him. Miguel 
has offered advice and helped them relate to the students 
in a way they feel inspired and appreciated. 

Not only is Miguel a role model for students, but he has 
also expressed an interest in helping other after-school 
programs like the Boys and Girls Club. As a graduating 
senior, Miguel will be attending college in the fall to 
become a Social Services major. 

Miguel is a resident of high moral value who influences 
those around him through compassion, intelligence, and 
dedication. The Paradise Creek Community Learning 
Center is truly grateful to have such an inspiring, 
motivated young man who has greatly influenced the 
community around him. 
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PROGRAM NEWS 

Adriana Martinez 
We are so proud of Adriana who has been involved 
with RUN since 2016. Adrianna is the youngest 
resident to ever take part in the Resident Popular 
Educator (RPE), thus becoming the youngest Resident 
Advocacy Leader at Community HousingWorks. This 
young member has shown her leadership, not in so 
many words, but rather through her action. She has 
confidently lead in-district meetings with the Chief-of-
Staff for Assemblymember Brian Maienschein. 

Johnathon Bradley 
Johnathon is a Safety and Security Liaison as well as 
a Youth Programs Advisor at John Adams Manor. He 
helped re-establish the Multi-Housing Crime Free 
Housing contract with SDPD and the City of San 
Diego in early 2016 and is still motivating residents, 
law enforcement, and city officials to participate in and 
recognize his community. 

MEHRSA IMANI 
SDHF RESIDENT AND 
COMMUNITY ORGANIZER

s

Congratulations to the Residents United Network leaders 
nominated for Outstanding Resident Leader category!  
We’re grateful for your generous services to the community! 

The powerful and passionate women— residents, leaders, and advocates of San Diego— enjoy a glamorous evening at Ruby Awards
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PROGRAM NEWS 

Fadumo Jama 
Anyone who has met Fadumo is captivated by her 
warmth and generous energy to go above and beyond 
for others. She goes far beyond her employment duties 
and advocacy work with Somali Family Services to 
support other residents and peers at President John 
Adams Manor. Her conscious contributions have been 
instrumental in helping many Community Organizers 
remove cultural barriers to resident participation by 
offering ESL-Arabic classes and motivating her students 
to participate in advocacy work. 

s

Lavearn London 
Lavearn tirelessly spends her time to be of service in 
any way she can. In particular, she is the Residents Core 
Team member at President John Adams Manor, advisor 
of the Voter Registration and Senior Program, and a 
strong advocate at Resident United Network. In this 
recent year, she has been busy with community food 
assistance programs at PJAM, advocating for affordable 
housing in Sacramento, and even serving as a panelist at 
the Housing California Conference. 

s



SAN DIEGO HOUSING FEDERATION   |   May 2018 BACKs NEXT sCONTENTS 20

PROGRAM NEWS 

ABIGAIL SHNEYDER
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
ASSISTANT

s

RSSN
Resident Services
Support Network

CLICK for more information on the  
Residents Services Support Network

Resident Service providers got their due credit 
and recognition at the annual gala event. The 
Ruby Awards might come just one day a year, but 
Resident Service Providers are giving their all all-
year-round. The Award for Outstanding Services to 
Residents had the most nominees of any category of 
the night, which goes to show how truly valued and 
appreciated Resident Services staff are by folks around 
the industry. Resident Service providers are on the 
frontlines of the Affordable Housing cause, and we’re 
thrilled they had their moment to shine at the Ruby 
Awards.

Members of the Resident 
Services Support Network 
Made a Splash at the Ruby 
Awards

https://www.housingsandiego.org/resident-services-support-network
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POLICY UPDATES

To learn more about SDHF’s policy 
positions, visit our website.

LAURA NUNN
SDHF POLICY DIRECTOR

s

Laura with Ruby Award winner
Assemblymember Brian Maienschein

This year’s Ruby Awards reflected the victories 
achieved in the policy realm by the Housing 
Federation and its members over the course of the 
past year. For their leadership and commitment to 
affordable housing, Senate Pro Tem Toni Atkins and 
Assemblymember Brian Maienschein were dual 
recipients of this year’s Outstanding Government 
Agency or Elected Official award. Thanks to their 
tireless efforts and courage of conviction, SB 2, the 
Building Homes and Jobs Act, was passed and signed 
into law in 2017. With the passage of this legislation, 
California is estimated to generate $1.2 billion, create 
20,000 new homes, and produce 57,000 jobs over the 
next five years. The creation of a dedicated source of 

funding for 
affordable 
housing has 
been years in 
the making 
and we 
are deeply 
grateful to 
Pro Tem 
Atkins and 

Assemblymember Maienschein for helping to bring SB 
2 to the finish line. Congratulations to both and thank 
you for all you do for affordable housing! 

In addition to a well-deserved award for this important 
category, the Ruby Awards hosted three elected 
officials as awards presenters that evening. We are 
very appreciative to Councilmember Alejandra Sotelo-
Solis from National City, Councilmember Christopher 
Ward from San Diego, and Mayor Racquel Vasquez 
from Lemon Grove for taking the time out of their busy 
schedules to celebrate with us that evening. Each of 
them are housing champions in their own right and 
added an extra sparkle to the event. The Ruby Awards 
are always a special time to take a look back on all that 
has been accomplished in the course of a year. This 
year’s awards felt extra special and celebratory. I look 
forward to an even bigger celebration next year! 

Elected Officials  
Well Represented  
at the Ruby Awards

Councilmember 
Alejandra  
Sotelo-Solis

Mayor Racquel Vasquez

Councilmember  
Christopher Ward

http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
http://housingsandiego.org/advocacy/policyagenda/
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Housing Federation Celebrates Leaders  
in Affordable Housing Industries
La Prensa – San Diego – May 4th 

The Ruby Awards program aims to recognize leaders, 
innovation, and impacts to affordable housing and 
community development industries. The awards 
were held at the Prado in Balboa Park and along 
with Figueroa, several community leaders and 
elected officials were recognized for their work. The 
outstanding awardees include: Dennis Dearie for 
outstanding service to residents; Jackie Camp for 
outstanding advocate; LISC San Diego for outstanding 
development partner; and Senator Toni Atkins and 
Assemblymember Brian Mainschein for outstanding 
elected official.

San Diego to Receive Nearly $11 Million  
in HUD Grants for Seniors, Homeless,  
HIV/AIDS Families
Times of San Diego – April 23rd 

The City Council Monday voted to approve federal 
grant allocations that include $5 million for construction 
of a long-awaited community center at Bay Terraces 
Park in Southeast San Diego. The Bay Terraces Filipino-
American Seniors Association, in particular, has 
advocated for the center since the early 1990s. The 
3,500-square foot facility will include meeting rooms, 
restrooms, kitchen, a staff office and storage space.

Home for senior LGBQ residents opens  
in North Park
The San Diego Union-Tribune – April 27th 

Barely making ends meet on a fixed income and facing 
a rent increase he didn’t think he could afford, Terry 
Vaughn remembered the day he heard about new 
affordable housing coming to North Park. “I knew 
in my heart that this was where I needed to be,” he 
said Friday morning to a crowd of about 300 who had 
gathered to celebrate the opening of North Park Seniors 
on the corner of Texas Street and Howard Avenue.

Terry Vaughn, a resident of North Park Seniors, addresses guests 
gathered Friday to celebrate the opening of the affordable, LGBT-
affirming project for people 55 and older. (Don Boomer)

http://laprensa-sandiego.org/stories/housing-federation-celebrates-leaders-in-affordable-housing-industries/
https://timesofsandiego.com/politics/2018/04/23/san-diego-to-receive-nearly-11-million-in-hud-grants-for-seniors-homeless-hiv-aids-families/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/sd-me-seniors-lgbt-20180425-story.html
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AROUND THE STATE

As gentrification escalates in California 
people wonder: Where can the  
homeless go?
The Washington Post – May 6th 

That this remote lot is even a temporary housing 
option for some of Orange County’s 5,000 homeless 
people speaks to the growing compassion fatigue that 
California is confronting. Frustrated with the slow 
pace of politics and demanding immediate, street-
level action, residents in the wealthiest counties along 
California’s coast have been agitating for a solution — 
which increasingly involves pushing homeless people 
out of sight.

AirTalk special: Leaving California in 
search of cheaper housing
KPCC – May 3rd

But the attractiveness of California creates a very 
basic economics problem: more demand than supply. 
This is perhaps most apparently illustrated by 
skyrocketing housing costs, which have displaced 
Californians to peripheral states, like Arizona, Nevada 
and Washington. This has led to a slowing down 
of California’s population growth, and many of the 
people choosing to leave are “equity refugees” who’ve 
foregone the California Dream for larger, cheaper 
housing in another state.

Op-Ed: California has the 5th largest 
economy in the world yet leads the nation 
in poverty and homelessness
The Orange County Register – May 4th 

While strong economic growth is certainly welcomed 
news, for far too many Californians, higher GDP 
numbers have yet to translate to greater prosperity. In 
fact, according to the Census Bureau’s Supplemental 
poverty measure, one in five Californians live in 
poverty, 20.4 percent to be exact, compared to a 
national average of 14.7 percent, the highest rate of 
poverty in the nation. By extension, California also 
has the distinction of having the highest child poverty 
rate in the nation, with an average of 22.8 percent 
of California’s children living in poverty in 2013-15, 
including 5.1 percent living in “deep poverty.”

Homeless encampments along San Pedro Street in Skid Row area 
Wednesday, August 12, 2015, Los Angeles, CA. Photo by Steve 
McCrank/Staff Photographer

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/as-gentrification-escalates-in-calif-people-wonder-where-can-the-homeless-go/2018/05/06/d2b1018a-4a43-11e8-9072-f6d4bc32f223_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.9ab775fa6b93
https://www.scpr.org/programs/airtalk/2018/05/03/62843/airtalk-special-leaving-california-in-search-of-ch/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/04/california-has-the-5th-largest-economy-in-the-world-yet-leads-the-nation-in-poverty-and-homelessness/
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AROUND THE NATION

America’s Housing Crisis Is Spreading To 
Smaller Cities
HuffPost – May 5th 

“Have you considered the racket and the lights and 
the crowds and the traffic, and everything that’s going 
to happen to those of us who live here?” It is a familiar 
sight in America: the public meeting, the angry 
residents, the housing developer trying to explain 
himself over the boos. “Take the money you’ve got 
and get out of here,” one person shouts. A chant 
begins: “Oppose! Oppose! Oppose!” Except this is not 
San Francisco or L.A. or Boston. It is Boise, Idaho.

Creating Affordable Housing 
Opportunities Means Talking Equity
Stanford Social Innovation Review – April 30th 

Fifty years ago, on the day after Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was assassinated, President Johnson implored 
members of Congress to ask themselves, “What more 
can I do to achieve brotherhood and equality among 
all Americans?” The most immediate answer, he said, 
was to enact legislation that would ban discrimination 
in the sale, rental, and financing of housing. Five days 
later, the US House of Representatives passed the Fair 
Housing Act. While the law was certainly a big step 
forward, we have much farther to go.

America is more diverse than ever —  
but still segregated
The Washington Post – May 2nd 

To explore these national changes, The Post analyzed 
census data from 1990, 2000, 2010 and the latest 
estimates from the 2016 five-year American Community 
Survey. Using that data, we generated detailed maps of 
the United States using six race categories: black, white, 
Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, Native American and 
multi-race/other for the available years.

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/housing-crisis-small-citiesboise_us_5ae878f7e4b055fd7fcfcee0
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/creating_affordable_housing_opportunities_means_talking_equity
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/national/segregation-us-cities/?utm_term=.f5fed697a941
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FROM OUR SPONSOR

CSH Summit 2018 is Right Around the Corner
CSH’s Summit is their premier training event where professionals from many sectors come together on a national 
stage to share innovation, ideas and impact, returning home with new tools and energy to implement systems 
transformation in their communities. The CSH Summit is the only national conference devoted to supportive 
housing and is an opportunity to connect with experts in the field sharing their insights, hands-on experiences, 
and guidance

CSH Summit 2018 will have a day of Pre-Summit sessions, three plenary sessions, and approximately 50 
interactive breakout sessions dedicated to supportive housing. Topics that will be covered include:  Best Practices 
in Los Angeles; Beyond Housing Stability; Developing and Managing Supportive Housing; Equity: Policies 
and Practices; Healthcare; Innovations in the Field; Population Specific Strategies; Research and Data; Rural 
Supportive Housing; and System Transformation. 

In addition to breakouts and plenaries, CSH will be providing one-on-one consulting and lending appointments 
on a first come, first served basis at the Summit. These 30 minute intensives will allow you to meet individually 
with our lenders or consultants to discuss your specific interests.   

The complete schedule with all of the breakout sessions is available at www.csh.org/Summit18.   
Take a look and register soon as the Summit does fill up each year.  We’d love to see you there!

  

CSH Summit 2018
Tuesday, June 5 -  
Thursday, 7, 2018

The Westin Bonaventure  

Hotel & Suites

404 South Figueroa Street

Los Angeles, California 90071

http://www.csh.org/Summit18
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CONTACT SDHF ABOUT SDHF BECOME A  
MEMBER OF SDHF

SDHF  
JOB BOARD

https://www.housingsandiego.org/contact
https://www.housingsandiego.org/what-we-do
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/membership-levels
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.housingsandiego.org/jobs-in-affordable-housing
https://www.facebook.com/SDHousingFed
https://twitter.com/SDHFtweets
https://www.instagram.com/sdhousingfederation/
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