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San Diego Housing Federation Moves Affordable Housing Ballot Measure Effort to 2020 Election 
Bond Would Raise $900 Million to House Veterans, Families, Elderly, Disabled 

 
SAN DIEGO - The San Diego Housing Federation (SDHF) today announced it will postpone its ballot measure 
proposition to raise $900 million to build affordable housing for veterans, homeless families, elderly and disabled 
residents.  The SDHF will seek to put the measure before voters on the 2020 ballot, rather than this November. 

“While we were polling strongly, going to 2020 is a strategic move that will enable us to support several statewide 
measures for affordable housing immediately while ensuring the success of our initiative in two years,” said Stephen 
Russell, executive director of the SDHF. “We plan to build a strong, broad coalition of support over the next two years, as 
well as conduct significant campaign funding for a local affordable housing initiative in 2020.” 

California Propositions 1 and 2, both on the November ballot, together raise approximately $6 billion for housing, 
veterans’ home loans and homeless prevention housing. Russell said the SDHF will be campaigning locally for San Diego 
residents to vote in favor of Prop 1 and Prop 2. 

The SDHF had seen recent success in getting on the November ballot. The City Council Rules Committee voted on July 
11 to approve a motion for the San Diego City Attorney’s office to develop language for the SDHF ballot measure. The 
SDHF initiative was scheduled to be heard next before the full city council meeting on July 31. 
 
As currently written, the SDHF ballot measure proposal would raise $900 million to build 7,500 units for veterans, 
elderly, disabled, families and others who cannot find affordable housing. By raising these local funds, San Diego is also 
eligible for matching funds from the state that could amount to hundreds of millions of additional dollars.  
 
“Affordable housing represents a permanent solution for homelessness and we are pleased to support statewide 
Propositions 1 and 2 in the short-term while building a wave of support for our own local initiative, which is so badly 
needed,” said Russell. 
 
About the San Diego Housing Federation 

The San Diego Housing Federation is the region’s voice for affordable housing. The Federation is committed to 
increasing the supply of housing for San Diego’s most vulnerable families, seniors, veterans, and those living with 
disabilities. For more information visit www.housingsandiego.org. 

  

http://www.housingsandiego.org/


About Propositions 1 & 2 

Statewide Proposition 1  

Governor Jerry Brown and California’s Legislature put the Veterans and Affordable Housing Act (Prop. 1) on the 
November 2018 ballot as part of a multi-pronged strategy in the 2017-18 State Budget to address the crisis faced by one in 
three California families who can’t afford the cost of housing, including veterans, low-income families and seniors, 
survivors of domestic violence and other vulnerable populations. The measure will provide a total of $4 billion statewide 
for these purposes, by funding existing, time-tested housing programs. 

Statewide Proposition 2  

Under the 2018-19 State Budget, the Governor and Legislature placed No Place Like Home (Prop. 2) on the November 
2018 ballot to build permanent supportive housing for Californians with a serious mental illness who are homeless or at 
great risk of becoming homeless. The measure will provide $2 billion statewide for this purpose, using existing revenues 
from Prop 63-authorized taxes. 

### 

https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_1,_Housing_Programs_and_Veterans%27_Loans_Bond_(2018)
https://ballotpedia.org/California_Proposition_2,_Use_Millionaire%27s_Tax_Revenue_for_Homelessness_Prevention_Housing_Bonds_Measure_(2018)

